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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

APRIL 28, 2010 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, April 28, 2010 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 
 ATTENDANCE: Tom Cosgrove    Celia McAdam 
    Gina Garbolino   David Melko 
    Jim Holmes    Solvi Sabol 
    Keith Nesbitt    Sue Sholtis 
    Suzanne Roberts 

Miguel Ucovich 
    Kirk Uhler 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Garbolino and second by Uhler, the minutes of the March 24, 2010 PCTPA 
Board meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
A “May is Bike Month” presentation will be added after Item G, Rail Traffic Issues. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Uhler and second by Nesbitt, the Board unanimously approved the Consent 
Calendar as submitted.   
 
RAIL TRAFFIC ISSUES 
Celia McAdam noted that for years PCTPA staff has been working in concert with the Capitol 
Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA) towards bringing additional rail service to Placer 
County.  McAdam mentioned the April 16 article from the Reno Gazette-Journal, provided to 
Board Members and the public on blue paper, which discussed the increase in freight train traffic 
on the Donner line paralleling I-80 through Placer County.  Specifically, the article quoted an 
official that rail traffic has increased from 15-18 to 20-25 trains a day which could increase to 40 
trains daily after work is completed on Donner Pass.   
 
McAdam introduced David Kutrosky, CCJPA Managing Director, who presented their strategy 
for dealing with the additional freight traffic as well as increased passenger rail capacity.  
Kutrosky stated staff is working on a phased improvement program for additional trains to Placer 
County, all of which will require documentation of agreements with Union Pacific (UP).  Phase 
1 for increased passenger rail to Placer County includes track improvements on the Donner line, 
for which UP will allow an additional train to Auburn.  These track improvements require 
funding, so CCJPA has applied for grants seeking federal funds.   
 
Phase 2 is working towards a third track running from Roseville to Sacramento with a possible 
rail bridge crossing over the American River.  Staff is applying for state funds for environmental 
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and design efforts and then will commence work on a funding plan.  Union Pacific has broached 
the issue of relocating the Roseville rail station as part of this phase, which will require further 
discussion and agreement with the City.  The goal of Phase 2 is to provide ten daily round trips 
daily to Roseville and two daily round trips to Auburn. 
 
Kutrosky expressed CCJPA’s gratitude for the support they have received from the PCTPA 
Board and staff as a member agency of the CCJPA. 
 
Miguel Ucovich inquired whether the additional train to Auburn would be a new train traveling 
to San Jose or would it tie into an existing train traveling to Sacramento.  Kutrosky replied they 
are looking at having an additional train leave 40 minutes earlier than the current train, traveling 
all the way to San Jose and the return train will arrive 40 minutes after the current train. 
 
Gina Garbolino expressed her happiness with this progress as she felt previous negotiations had 
been very frustrating. 
 
Kirk Uhler inquired whether any thought had been given to using the right of way that would 
exist for the third rail from the Watt Avenue Light Rail Station up to Roseville or points beyond 
for a light-rail rail that might be able to run with their system.  Kutrosky said they would look at 
that possibility during the environmental process. 
 
Keith Nesbitt commended Kutrosky on his ongoing efforts to provide the additional train to 
Auburn. 
 
Kutrosky outlined the steps to achieve the second train to Auburn in response to Jim Holmes’ 
inquiry.  The estimated cost for the additional Auburn train is $80M with a proposed 50-50 
match.  Holmes commended Kutrosky’s advocacy efforts during National Rail Days. 
 
Miguel Ucovich asked whether there has been any further consideration for rail between Capitol 
Corridor and Nevada.  Kutrosky replied a study was conducted five or six years ago which 
projected an unsatisfactory level of service unless a very costly different alignment was 
provided.  This required dedicated line would be cost prohibitive. 
 
MAY IS BIKE MONTH 
Solvi Sabol announced that the six-county region is celebrating May is Bike Month.  Participants 
will be logging their errand, commute and recreation cycling miles throughout the month of May 
on the www.mayisbikemonth.com website with the goal of logging one million miles.  Sabol 
noted T-shirts and bike pins were available at the back of the room.  Sabol encouraged everyone 
to register and log their bicycling miles and promote this effort. 
 
Tom Cosgrove arrived at 9:35 a.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Celia McAdam reported that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) conducts town 
hall meetings throughout the state in areas that they don’t normally hold their commission 
meetings.  PCTPA, in conjunction with Nevada County Transportation Commission and El 
Dorado County Transportation Commission, will be hosting a meeting at PCTPA’s offices on 
May 12 from 9:00 to noon, followed by lunch and a tour of projects.  In our presentation, we will 
show the CTC Commissioners what we have achieved with the funding already awarded to us 



  Page 3 

 

and what we would be able to do with additional funding.  McAdam encouraged Board Members 
to attend this town hall meeting.  Invitations are forthcoming. 
 
McAdam and Chair Roberts recently returned from Cap to Cap.  Meetings were focused largely 
on rail and pending applications before the Federal Rail Administration for improvements to the 
Donner rail line, as well as team meetings as part of the Cap to Cap contingent advocating for 
regional transportation issues.  McAdam and Roberts also attended meetings with congressional 
staff arranged by our federal advocate. 
 
In addition, McAdam met with Army Corps of Engineers along with Supervisor Uhler and 
Mayor Cosgrove for a Placer Parkway and Placer County Conservation Plan update.  Staff 
continues to work on obtaining the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Placer Parkway project. 
 
McAdam reported our long-time engineering advisor, Bob Everitt, passed away suddenly over 
the weekend.  Everitt worked diligently for PCTPA on many projects including rail projects and 
the Lincoln Bypass and was considered part of our family and staff.  Services will be private.  
McAdam asked that this meeting be adjourned in his honor and memory. 
 
Keith Nesbitt suggested including Auburn’s Streetscape project during the CTC tour of projects. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:36 a.m. in memory of Bob Everitt. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Suzanne Roberts, Chair 
Executive Director 


