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SACRAMENTO 
Budget stalemate imperils 
$3 billion in Caltrans work 

State highway officials 
said Wednesday they may 
be forced to slow or halt 
more than $3 billion worth 
of road projects statewide 
including several in the 
Sacramento area - if the 
state budget is not passed 
by September. 

Several planned projects 
already have been placed on 
hold pending budget im
passe resolution, state De
partment of Transportation 
officials said. 

Sacramento-area projects 
that may be affected in
clude: 

• The current $60 million 
carpool-lane project on 
Highway 50 between Watt 
Avenue and Sunrise Boule
vard.Thepr~ectis23pe~ 

cent complete, officials said, 
and shutting it down would 
leave narrow lanes and 
incomplete sound walls, as 
well as create delay costs. 

• The current $43 million 
Interstate 80 rehabilitation 
project in the Truckee River 
canyon. 

• The $300 million-plus
 
Lincoln Bypass project on
 
Highway 65, under way
 
between Rocklin and Sheri

dan. 

• A planned $92 million
road rehabilitation on Inter
state 5 from Florin Road to 
the San Joaquin County 
line, scheduled to begin this 
fall. . 

• A $20 million road 
rehabilitation on Highway 
99 in south Sacramento, 
planned to start in the fall. 

• A planned $200 million 
combination rehabilitation 
and carpool lane project on 
1-80. through Natomas and 
northern Sacramento, ex
pected to go to construction 
in 2011. 

Tony Bizjak 
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ROSEVILLE 

Carpool-lane work will shut 
1-80 onramp until Monday 

A busy Roseville onramp 
to Interstate 80 is closed this 
weekend for construction. 

The connector ramp from 
westbound Eureka Road to 
eastbound 1-80 will be 
closed until 5 a.m. Monday. 

The state Department of 
Transportation said the 
closure is needed to recon
struct the ramp as part of a 
$54 million project to add 
more than 5% miles of car
pool lanes on 1-80 from the 
Sacramento-Placer county 
line to the Highway 65 east
bound connector. 

- Bill Lindeloj 
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Rocklin exit gets OK
 
City seeks federal 
money for $25 
million project 
BY JON BRINES 
GOLD COUNTRY NEWS SERVICE 

A new proposed free.
way exit on Highway 65 
is moving forward 
despite being unfunded, 
according to Rocklin city 
officials. 

''I'm pretty confident 
we can get funding for 
the design process," 
Rocklin City Manager 
Carlos Urrutia said. 

The proposed $25 mil
lion Whitney Ranch 
Interchange will hook up 
Whitney Ranch Parkway 
with Highway 65 just a 
half mile north of the 
Sunset Boulevard inter
change and nearlya mile 
south of lWelve Bridges 
Drive interchange. 

The project was estab
lished in the city's gener
al plan and has been in 
the works for some time. 
Rocklin Mayor ScottYuill 
said not only will the 
interchange be conven
ient for people who live 
in Whitney Ranch, it is 
necessary for the growth 
that will come as the city 
gets built out. 

o Eventually Park Drive 
will link up withWhitney 
Parkway and create a 
major thoroughfare for 
Rocklin drivers. 

"We're at 55,000 (pop

ulation) now, ultimately 
we'll have 25,000 more 
people and they'll all be 
out near Whitney 
Ranch," Yuill said. 

Urrutia expects to get 
the more than $1.7 mil
lion in design costs from 
Whitney Ranch develop
ers, who he said would 
be willing to invest in the 
interchange· to service 
their housing communi
ties. The city hopes to get 
federal funding for the 
rest. 

"If we are far enough 
in the process, the feder
al government likes to 
fund shovel-ready proj
ects," Urrutia said. 

It could take two to 
three years before the 
interchange is construct
ed, Urrutia said. 

Eventually the Whit
ney Ranch Parkway 
Interchange will connect 
to the Placer Parkway, a 
new freeway slated to 
extend from Highway 65 
to Highway 99 in Sutter 
County and give Rocklin 
residents another route 
to the airport. But 
according to transporta
tion officials, that plan is 
even further out than 
building Rocklin's inter
change. 

"The area is designed 
to be a commercial cen
ter and a tax base," Yuill 
said. "You can't have the 
commercial centerwith
out the interchange." 
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Ferrari Ranch Road lane
 
to temporarily close Friday
 

Westbound lanes will be closed on Ferrari Ranch 
Road from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday as part of the Lin
coln bypass project. 

One westbound lane will remain open at all times to 
facilitate vehicle passage during the short-term lane 
closures. 

The westbound lanes are closed only Friday, accord
ing to a Placer Countyn-ansportation PlanningAgency 
press release, to allow construction crews to apply traf
fic striping on Ferrari Ranch Road for the next stage of 
construction. 

The next stage of construction will add right turning 
lanes for the north and southbound Route 65 on-ramps 
and is expected to last three months. 

Throughout this construction phase, the westbound 
Ferrari Ranch Road sidewalk will be closed between 
Groveland Lane and Caledon Circle. 

Pedestrians on the westbound Ferrari Ranch Road 
sidewalk will instead use the pedestrian crossing at 
eitherGroveland Lane or Caledon Circle to travel on the 
eastbound Ferrari Ranch Road sidewalk between those 
crossroads. 

Pending bad weather, this stage of the project should 
be completed by Nov. 19, with the westbound Ferrari 
Ranch Road sidewalk to reopen at this time, according 
to the transportation planning agency's press release. 

The Lincoln Bypass will open in 2012. 
For more information, go to , click on "projects" and 

then "Highway 65 Lincoln Bypass." 

- Staff report 
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Bridge-raising project still under fire 
lO-day timeline at Horseshoe Bar not fast enough for Loomis 
Joyia Emard, Loomis News Staff Writer 

Caltrans officials said Horseshoe Bar Road may be closed for as little as 10 days 
during bridge raising, which Loomis Fire says is still too long. 

Bridge closures of up to 60 days are slated during the raising of other local 
bridge, including Brace, King, Penryn and Galardi roads, across Interstate 80. 

Construction is slated to occur from spring 2013 to winter of 2014. Caltrans said 
local bridge closures would be staggered. 

At a town council workshop on Aug. 25, Doug Lange, project manager, said 
Caltrans may consider using more expensive, fast-curing cement when raising 
the Horseshoe Bar overpass on Interstate 80, along with a 24-hour construction 
schedule. 

He said Caltrans is conducting a value analysis study and still needs to 
determine the cost feasibility. Lange said Caltrans has looked at expedited 10-, 
16- and 21-day closure schedules that would require construction crews to work 
double shifts around the clock, seven days a week. 

Loomis Fire Chief Dave Wheeler 
But the Loomis Fire Protection District wants more. 

"Tripling our response time to the other side of the freeway is not acceptable to 
us," said Dave Wheeler, chief of the Loomis Fire District. 

Wheeler is asking caltrans to pay for the costs for Loomis Fire to staff and have 
emergency vehicles and equipment available on the opposite side of the 

freeway, since the bridge closure cuts the Loomis fire district in two. 

Wheeler also said the closures will cause problems with the computer dispatch of emergency responders. 

Wheeler said that a similar situation occurred in San Lorenzo and "caltrans found funds to double-staff both sides of 
the closure. There has been some precedence." 

Nine area bridges from Loomis to Colfax will experience bridge-related construction. The bridge at Newcastle Road will 
not be closed because, since Caltrans can't touch the nearby railroad bridge, they will instead lower the road beneath 
both bridges. 

Lange repeatedly said during the workshop that caltrans would address the concerns of public safety officials by 
"providing detours." 

Both councilmen Miguel Ucovich and Walt Scherer called this unacceptable. 

"I'm really concerned about public safety. We're morally bound to look at this issue and Caltrans should be morally 
bound - if people were to die during the closure because they couldn't be helped in time," Ucovich said. 

"You can't jeopardize the public safety of Loomis residents. Caltrans would certainly agree if their family members 
were living there," SCherer said. 

Mayor Gary Liss said issues raised by the fire district and public safety officials are "critically important" and "10 days is 
paramount to us." 


