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$20 million approved for 
next phase ofLincoln bypass 
Four lanes to extend from 
Nelson Lane to Wise Road 

The California Trans
portation Commission 
approved the distribution 
of $20 million last Thurs
day for the next phase of 
Lincoln's State Route 65 
Bypass. 

The new phase will add 
two lanes at Nelson Lane 
to Wise Road. 

Currently in its first 
phase, the bypass project 
is constructing a new 11.7 
mile road from Industrial 
Boulevard that moves 
traffic around the city of 
Lincoln and will connect 
back to the existing High
way 65 near Sheridan. 

Once complete, the 
project will relieve con
gestion, improve safety on 
existing State Route 65 
and provide for a regional 
and interregional traffic 
solution to accommodate 
projected traffic volumes 
through the year 2035. 

Phase 1 of the Lincoln 
Bypass which is estimated 
at more than $290 million, 
is the construction of a 
four-Ial'.e segment from 
Industrid Avenue to Nel
son Lant(approximately 
3 miles), md 2 lanes from 

Nelson Lane to Sheridan. 
Phase 2a is the con

struction of two more 
lanes, making it a full 
four-lane road from 
Industrial Avenue to Wise 
Road. 

The final portion, Phase 
2b, is estimated at approx
imately $30 million and is 
not yet funded. It will add 
the final additional two
lane segment from Wise 
Road to Sheridan, com
pleting a full four-lane 
expressway. 

"The Lincoln Bypass 
has long been one of the 
region's most critical 
transportation improve
ment priorities. We are 
tremendously grateful to 
the CaliforniaTransporta
tion Commission for 
making this just as high a 
priority for the state," said 
Placer County Trans
portation Planning 
Agency's executive direc

"We're now seeing the results 

of decades of planning, 

collaboration, and hard work 

from multiple agencies." 
Celia McAdam, executive director, Placer 
County Transportation Planning Agency 

tor Celia McAdam. "We're 
now seeing lIte: result§' of , 
decades of plahntng, eM:> 
laboration, and hard work 
from multiple ~gencies in 
this key project for traffic 
relief in the region. Mak
ing the bypass four lanes 
to Wise Road will save 
Placer County residents 
834 daily vehicle hours of 
delay and $50 million in 
travel time over 20 years." 

McAdam said there is 
much yet to be done. 

"As critical as the lin
coln bypass is, Placer has 
many other major trans
portation needs we need 
to tackle," McAdam said. 
"Keeping Placer moving 
means we have to work 
on creative options for 
local transportation fund
ing so that we can contin
ue to compete for and win 
future state and federal 
funds." 

- Staff report 
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EDITORIALS i Views of the editorial board 

Transportation
 
bill must fund an
 
array of modes
 
SENATE VERSION IS BETTER THAN HOUSE'S 

With the nation facing a 
slow economic recovery, 
continuing joblessness 

and aging transportation system, 
you'd think members of Congress 
would make it a priority to renew 
the transportation funding bill. 
Why not put people to work repair
ing deteriorating roads and bridges 
and building the rail, transit, bike 
and pedestrian systems that are es
sential to our prosperity? 

Sadly, a reauthorization bill has 
stalled now for two years. The previ
ous five-year bill expired in 2009 
and has been extended for a few 
months here and there eight times. 

This is no way either to jump
start the nation's economy or to 
make wise investments in the trans
portation networks of the future. 

Now, the Senate and House have 
proposed vastly different plans 
one that can be described as "OK"; 
one that is deeply flawed. 

The House effort, led by Rep. 
John Mica ofFlorida, would be a big 
step backward. Itoffers a 36 percent 

. cut in funding, mainly at the cost of 
transit and alternatives to road trav
el. Mica has been hamstrung by a 
House Republican decree that 
spending cannot exceed what goes 
into the Highway Trust Fund each 
year - fed by a gas tax that hasn't 
changed since 1993. 

The picture on the cover of the 
House Republican proposal says it 
all. It shows a multi-lane freeway, 
ramps, a barren landscape, no cars 
and no people. Oddly, it is called, "A 
New Direction," when so clearly it is 
a turn to the past House Democrats 
have dubbed it a "Road to Ruin" - a 
bad sign, since transportation typi
cil11y is a bipartisan affair. 

The Senate effort, led by Sen. Bar
bara BoxerofCalifornia, fortunately 
remains committed to a "multi
modal" system of transportation 
and maintains existing funding lev
els. But her plan would go only for 
two years. She would depend on the 
Highway Trust Fund, plus $6 bil
lion a year from who knows where. 
Boxer notes that, 'We spend $12 bil
lion a month in Iraq and Afghani
stan"; she is confident lawmakers 
will shift priorities to find funds. 

Both House and Senate support 
expanded loan programs, to lever
age private dollars. Both seek better 
coordinationbetween state and fed
eral agencies to speed approvals. 

Moving people and goods is key 
to economic recovery. We aren't ade
quately maintaining the transporta
tion systems we have, much less 
making the improvements needed 
for a 21st century economy. 

Clearly, an OKSenatebill, provid
ing two years of certainty, would be . 
better than a bad House bill that 
would lock in massive cuts for six 
years. Under the House proposal, 
California would see a drop from 
$3.4 billion this year to $2.2 billion 
next year for highway repair and 
construction. Multiply that over six 
years. That really hurts in this econ
omy, where construction jobs have 
plummeted. 

Boxer and her Senate colleagues 
will have to hold fast to maintain 
even steady funding for transporta
tion. She'd like to get a bipartisan 
bill out of committee before the Au
gust recess. This is a battle worth 
fighting - for jobs and the mobility 
networks of the future. The House 
plan, as is, would be devastating to 
transportation. 
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Two area codes; one number to dial for rides
 
Transit riders in south

ern .Placer County now 
have one phone number 
to call for Dial-A-Ride 
reservations and bus serv
ice information. 
I Passengers traveling in 
the service areas of 
Roseville Transit, Placer 
County Transit, Auburn 
Transit, Lincoln Transit, 
and Health Express now 

only need to call the sin
gle phone number estab
lished to make it simple 
for passengers, eliminat
ing the need to call each 
transit agency indiVidual
ly. The new nu'mber, 745
7560, is for both 916 and 
530 area codes. 

"We at PCTPA are very 
excited to 'have a single 
phone number for all our 

Placer transit providers. 
This will make it even 
simpler and easier for the 
public to make transit 
work for them," said Celia 
McAdam, executive direc
tor for the Placer County 
Transportation Planning 
Agency. 

Consolidating phone 
numbers and call center 
services for the partnering 

transit agencies is a result 
of annual regional public 
hearings regarding unmet 
transit needs. Funding is 
provided through the 
Placer County Trans
portationPI'llltling 
Agency and the Western 
Placer Consolidated 
Transportation Services 
Agency. 

- Staff report 
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Work on southbound 65- to affect traffic
 
The California Depart

ment of Transportation is 
alerting the public ofa traf
fic shift on the south end of 
the Lincoln Bypass project, 
where the new Lincoln 
Bypass connects to exist
ing Route 65 just north of' 
lWelve Bridges Drive. 

Starting Wednesday, 
June 22, southbound 
Highway 65 traffic will be 
detoured under the Indus
trial Avenue Bridge at Ster
ling Parkway then will 

rejoin the existing freeway. 
Aportion of the detour will 
be posted at 20 mph due to 
a sharp curve on the 
detour alignment. 
Motorists are advised to 
watch all signs directing 
traffic. 

To implement the traffic 
shift, construction crews 
will implement south
bound lane closures on 
Route 65, from 9 p.m. 
Tuesday to 6 a.m. Wednes
day, June 22, to install con

crete barrier and paint 
traffic stripes. One lane in 
each direction will be open 
at all times. Following the 
traffic shift to the detour, 
two lanes in each direction 
will remain open at all 
times. 

All work is scheduled on 
a tentative basis and is 
subject to change depend
ing onweather conditions, 
emergencies and other 
factors beyond the control 
ofCaltrans, City ofLincoln 

andPCTPA. 
Northbound traffic is 

.expected to join this align
ment in approximately 
three to four weeks to 
make room for construc
tion of the south end con
nections. 

The work being done is 
part ofa $325 million proj
ect to create an 11.7 mile 
bypass around the City of 
Lincoln. Completion is 
expected in 2012. 

- Staff report 
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Highway 65 detour at Sterling
 
Parkwayto open Wednesday
 
BY TOM COSGROVE 
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS MESSENGER 

Many in the communi
ty are wondering about 
the delays to the opening 
ofthe detour of the High
way 65 south traffic at the 
Sterling intersection that 
will re-route traffic under 
the new bridge. 

Rainy days and cool 
weather has delayed the 
June 1 opening but Cal
trans has set a new target 
date for this shift to occur 
nextWednesday. 

What will happen to 
Highway 193 (McBean 
Park Drive in town) when 

the bypass opens? 
The answer is that a 

relinquishment agree
ment between the city 
and Caltrans was signed 
a couple of years ago. 
That agreement becomes 
effective when the High
way 65 bypass is opened. 
The agreement turns 
over to the city the por
tion ofHighway 193 from 
the city limits to the cur
rent Highway 65 inter~ 

section (G Street). Once 
Caltrans no longer has 
jurisdiction for that sec
tion of roadway, the city 
can then alter and modi

fy it to better suit the 
needs of our community 
and can also make the 
decision to close the road 
for events ifwe choose. 

Caltrans has also com
mitted to working with 
the city to obtain funding 
for .the Highway 193 
bridge over Auburn 
Ravine to improve the 
flow of water under the 
bridge and the flow of 
traffic over the bridge, 
including NEV traffic. 

City Councilman Tom Cosgrove 
is Lincoln's Placer County Trans· 
portation Planning Agency rep. 
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t-'Capitol Corridor drive benefits Placer County Food Bank 
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The Capitol Corridor 
Joint Powers Authority 
sponsored the annual 
"Fight Hunger One Stop 
at a Time" from June 1 
through June 15 to benefit 
the Placer County Food 
Bank. 

CC Riders Rocklin resi
dent Geoff McLennan, 
Auburn resident Marilyn 
Sommerdorf and New
castle resident Chuck 
Robuck organized the 
drop-off. 

Luna Salaver, Capitol 
Corridor spokeswoman, 
said the results of the full 
campaign were not avail
able Friday, but that Capi
101 Corridor hopes to 
hreak 1,000 pounds again 
this year. Last year 1,157 
pounds were collected, 
~,he said. 

Troy Kuhn, operations 
director for the Placer 
Food Bank, said 28 pounds 
were donated at the 
Auburn/Conheim station 
to benefit the food bank. 

Robuck said he thought 
it was important to take 
care of those who don't 
always have enough food. 

"While so many of us 
are suffering as a result of 

MARILYN SOMMERDORF. COURTESY TO THE JOURNAL 

Local train riders and community officials from left, David Kutrosky, director of the Capitol Corridor 
Joint Powers Authority, Auburn Councilman Kevin Hanley, Luna Salaver, spokeswoman for Capitol Cor
ridor, Chuck Robuck, Geoff McLennan, David Martinez and Troy Kuhn, both of the Placer Food Bank, 
celebrate a drop-off event June 6 at the Auburn/Conheim Capitol Corridor/Amtrack Station. 

the economy and the loss 
ofjobs, I feel it is extreme
ly important for those of 
us who are fortunate 
enough to have jobs to 
help out those in need as 

much as we can," Robuck 
said. "Food is not a luxury, 
it's a basic." 

For more information 
about the food drive visit 
capitolcorridor.org. 


