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Dreaded bottleneck on
 
Interstate 80 finally gone
 
L

ike a voracious monster, the dread
ed 1-80 bottleneck through Roseville 
has for years greedily gobbled valu

able time, fuel, and peace-of-mind. 
Daily, hundreds of thousands of 

motorists have had to endure traffic 
slowing to the inevitable crawl at the 
Sacramento-Placer County line. 

Just ask anybody who travels it. 
The bottleneck has kept people 

trapped in their cars, an unwelcome sit
uation that's kept them from spending 
quality time at home with family. 

And it's meant costly delay in transport
ing goods along a key freight corridor. 

Now, thanks to remarkable collabora
tion among local leaders and local, 
state, and federal agencies, the monster 
is dead. 

After more than a decade of planning, 
and more than three years of construc
tion, the Interstate 80 BottleneckExpan
sion Project is finished. 

The project, just under six miles in 
length, will dramatically boost freeway 
capacity by widening the roadway from 
six to ten lanes from the county line to 
just past the State Route 65 connector. 

That extra space means less time on 
the brake pedal, and more on the gas 
pedal. It's estimated that average daily 
speeds through the affected area will go 
up from a dismal 35 miles per hour to a 
more acceptable 52 miles per hour. 

And it will save much more than time. 
Engineers estimate eliminating the bot
tleneckWill save 880,000 gallons ofgas a 
year. At current pump prices, that trans
lates to nearly $3.5 million in savings. 

And the reduced hydrocarbon emis
sions translate to the equivalent oftak
ing more than 1,400 cars off the road 
each year. 

We at the Placer County Transporta
tion Planning Agency are extremely 
proud of the regional teamwork and 
coordination that led to a timely com
pletion of one of the largest projects in 

Kirk Uhler 
Placer Ccunty 
Supervascf 
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our history. 
Because this was a top priority for our 

area, we made early decisions to focus 
our transportation dollars on breaking 
the bottleneck, instead of other critical 
projects. Even more importantly, this 
project represents a remarkable stew
ardship of taxpayer dollars. 

By using more competitive bidding 
procedures and a sharper eye to the bot
tom line, the Bottleneck Project was 
completed at a cost of$89 million. 

Originally, the cost estimate was $210 
million. That's a 58 percent drop, and 
that's allowed the money saved to be 
spent instead on other needed improve
ments along the 1-80 corridor. That 
includes work on the interchanges at 
Eureka Road and State Route 65. 

Coming up with the funding to elimi
nate this major chokepoint required 
long range thinking and also a consider
able amount ofcooperation, coordina
tion, and collaboration. 

Important seed money came from 
statewide voter approval of Prop 1B in 
2006, a $20 billion measure for traffic 
improvement. 

Even earlier, former Congressman 
John Doolittle was instrumental in 
working with a coalition ofadvocates to 
secure tens ofmillions in a federal trans
portation bill. That kind of teamwork is 
testament to what can be done when 
parochial interests are set aside in favor 
of developing a big fix that holds relief 
for an entire region. 
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ExpansIon eases 1-80 bottleneck in Roseville
 
$89 million, nine-year task 
wraps up in next few weeks 
BY TOBY LEWIS 
GOLD COUNTRY NEWS SERVICE 

ROSEVILLE - The third and 
final phase of the Interstate 80 
expansion project is nearly com
plete' which should end the infa
mous Roseville bottleneck for 
good, officials say. 

All lanes opened up in both the 
eastbound and westbound direc
tions Tuesday, according to Celia 
McAdam, spokeswoman for the 
Placer County Transportation 
Planning Agency. 

Heading east, motorists will 
see a carpool lane extending 
about one mile east of Highway 

65, four mixed-flow lanes and 
additional auxiliary lanes at 
Riverside Avenue, Douglas 
Boulevard, Eureka Road, Taylor 

Work on 
the 1-80 
project in 
Roseville 
has nearly 
come to a 
close and all 
lanes are 
now open. 

PHILIP WOOD. 

GOLD COUNTRY 

NEWS SERVICE 

Road and the Highway 65 off . 
ramp. 

The westbound lanes now fea
• SEE INTERSTATE PAGE A8 

INTERSTATE: Average speed should rise from 35 to 52 mph
 
continued from A1 

ture a carpool lane begin
ning just before Highway 
65, three mixed flow lanes 
and auxiliary lanes at 
Atlantic Street and Dou
glas Boulevard. 

An auxiliary lane is 
used for motorists to 
merge when entering and 
exiting the freeway. 

The $89 million, nine
year expansion project is 
expected to be wrapped 
up in the next few weeks 
as crews put the finishing 
touches on signage and 
retaining walls, McAdam 
said. 

"The final work should 
be done by Thanksgiv
ing," she said. 

Cherri Hernandez 
commutes from Lincoln 
to Sacramento and said 
the addition of the new 
lanes has cut her com
mute time nearly in half. 
~he said she usually 

gets on Highway 65 at 
Stanford Ranch after 

dropping her son off at 
day care in Rocklin 
around 8 a.m. 

"I never thought it was 
a bad commute, coming 
from Southern Califor
nia," Hernandez said. 
"But certainly I've noticed 
a difference in being able 
to breeze right through." 

Engineer Leo Rubio 
does the reverse com
mute, from Sacramento 
to Roseville, and travel1? 
the roadways often 
throughout his workday 
visiting clients and over
seeing projects in Lin
coln, Rocklin and other 
surrounding areas. 

He said he's noticed a 
big improvement with 
less interaction and con
flicts between drivers 
merging and getting offat 
Douglas Boulevard and 
those passing through the 
area. 

"My commute is much 
easier because I don't see 
the congestion at those 

exits that I used to," Rubio 
said. 

McAdam said that the 
project has been in the 
works for more than a 
decade, but construction 
on phase two actually 
began in 2008 with phase 
three starting in 2009. 

Funding for the project 
came from a combina
tion of state Proposition 
IB bonds, which voters 
passed in 2006, a federal 
earmark and Caltrans dis
cretionary funds, 
McAdam said. 

The Roseville bottle
neck became an issue 
with motorists about 10 
years ago when freeway 
lanes in Sacramento 
County were expanded, 
but those in Placer Coun
ty were not, McAdam 
said. 

McAdam said Caltrans 
estimates that the area in 
question will likely go 
from 463,000 hours of 
delay annually, that is, 

speeds below 35 miles per 
hour, to zero hours of 
delay. 

"I travel through the 
bottleneck a lot and I've 
already seen it," McAdam 
said. 

The transportation 
agency expects average 
speeds in the bottleneck 
area to increase from 35 
to 52 miles per hour with 
an estimated savings of 
880,000 gallons of gas 
each year, according to a 
statement. 

Through the bidding· 
process and hands-on 
management, the project 
was completed at 58 per
cent below the original 
$210 million estimate and 
the money saved has 
been reinvested to start 
work on additional 
improvements along the 
I-80 corridor, according 
to the PCTPA. 

Toby Lewis can be reached at 
tobyl@goldcountrymedia.com. 
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Saybye-bye to the bottleneck
 
1-80 expansion
 
lanes now open
 
BY TOBY LEWIS 
GOLD COUNTRY NEWS SERVICE 

The third and final phase of 
the Interstate 80 expansion proj
ect is nearly complete, which 
should end the infamous 
Roseville bottleneck for good, 
officials say. 

All lanes opened up in both 
the eastbound and westbound 
directions Tuesday, according to 
Celia McAdam, the Placer Coun
ty Transportation Planning 
Agency's executive director. 

Heading east, motorists will 
see a carpool lane extending 
about one mile east of Highway 
65, four mixed-flow lanes and 
additional auxiliary lanes at 
Riverside Avenue, Douglas 
Boulevard, Eureka Road, Taylor 
Road and the Highway 65 off 
ramp. 

The westbound lanes now fea
ture a carpool lane beginning 
just before Highway 65, three 
mixed flow lanes and auxiliary 
lanes at Atlantic Street and Dou
glas Boulevard. 

An auxiliary lane is used for 
motorists to merge when enter
ing and exiting the freeway. 

The $89 million, nine-year 
expansion project is expected to 
be wrapped up in the next few 
weeks as crews put the finishing 
touches on signage and retain
ing walls, McAdam said. 

"The final work should be 
done byThanksgiving," she said. 

Cherri Hernandez, who com
mutes from Lincoln to Sacra
mento, said the addition of the 
new lanes has cut her commute 
time nearly in half. 

Hernandez usually gets on 
Highway 65 at Stanford Ranch 
after dropping her son off at day 

PHILIP WOOD • FILE/GOLD COUNTRY NEWS SERVICE 

Highway work on 1-80 project has nearly come to a close and all lanes going through Roseville 
are now open. 

care in Rocklin around 8 a.m. 
"I never thought it was a bad 

commute, coming from South
ern California," Hernandez said. 
"But certainly I've noticed a dif
ference in being able to breeze 
right through." 

Engineer Leo Rubio does the 
reverse commute, from Sacra
mento to Roseville, and travels 
the roadways often throughout 
his workday visiting clients and 
overseeing projects in Lincoln, 
Rocklin and other surrounding 
areas. 

Rubio has noticed "a big 
improvement" with less interac
tion and conflicts between driv
ers merging and getting off at 
Douglas Boulevard and those 
passing through the area. 

"My commute is much easier 
because I don't see the conges
tion at those exits that I used to," 
Rubio said. 

The project has been in the 
works for more than a decade, 
McAdam said, and construction 

The transportation agency 
expeds average speeds in 

the bottleneck area to 
increase from 35 to 52 

miles per hour with an 
estimated savings of 
880,000 gallons of gas 
each year. 

on phase two began in 2008 with 
phase three starting in 2009. 

Funding for the project came 
from a combination of state 
Proposition IB bonds, which 
voters passed in 2006, a federal 
earmark and Cal Trans discre
tionary funds, McAdam said. 

The Roseville bottleneck 
became an issue with motorists 
about 10 years ago when freeway 
lanes in Sacramento County 
were expanded but those in 
Placer County were not, accord

ing to McAdam. 
Cal Trans estimates that the 

area in question, McAdam said, 
"will likely go" from 463,000 
hours of delay annually, that is, 
speeds below 35 miles per hour, 
to zero hours of delay. 

"I travel through the bottle
neck a lot and I've already seen 
it," McAdam said. 

The transportation agency 
expects average speeds in the 
bottleneck area to increase from 
35 to 52 miles per hour with an 
estimated savings of 880,000 gal
lons ofgas each year, according 
to a statement. 

Through the bidding process 
and hands-on management, the 
project was completed at 58 per
cent below the original $210 mil
lion estimate and' the money 
saved has been reinvested to 
start work on additional 
improvements along the. 1-80 
corridor, according to the Placer 
CountyTransportation Planning 
Agency. 
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WillAUburn see'secondpassenger train?
 
Funds could move 
Donner tracks forward 
BY BRIDGET JONES 
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 

Local agencies are hoping to 
enhance one of 
Auburn's com
muting options. MORE 

The Placer INSIDE 
County Trans- NEW TRAIN 
portation Plan- Commuters, 
ning Agency taxpayers, 
along with the business
Capitol Corridor man sound 
Joint Powers off. A16 
Authority are 
hoping to get on 
the list again for some fimds that 

• SEE TRAIN BACK PAGE 

Commuters 
wait for their 
morning 
Amtrak train. 
Chuck 
Robuck, of 
the CC (Capi
tol Corridor) 
Riders, said 
about 200
225 people 
get on the 
train daily as 
it travels 
from Auburn 
to Sacramen
to. 

BEN FURTADO· 

AUBURN JOURNAL 

FILE 
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continued from A1 
could bring a second 
Amtrak passenger train 
through Auburn. 

Currently the only 
roundtrip train leaves 
Auburn at 6:35 a.m. and 
returns at 6:30 p.m. on 
weekdays. 

"We have been talking 
about it for some time," 
said Auburn Councilman 
Keith Nesbitt, who serves 
on the board of directors 
for both agencies. "Right 
now there is one train that 
comes in, one that leaves 
in the morning and one 
that comes back in the 
evening, buses and shut
tles. The times are such 
that people are either get
ting to work too early or 
too late. There would just 
be extra trains for people 
with slightly different 
schedules and the fact 
that the ridership - the 
trains are full." 

Celia McAdam, execu
tive director of Placer 

County Transportation 
Planning Agency, said it's 
been the department's 
goal to have four round 
trips to Auburn "for a very 
long time," but the chal
lenge is that Union Pacific 
Railroad owns the tracks, 

and the company's first 
line of business is freight. 

McAdam said decades 
ago when the line was 
under Southern Pacific, 
there were double tracks 
going over Donner, but 
when the company start

ed having trouble it shut 
one of the lines down. 

Union Pacific is now 
interested in opening the 
line again, and has said if 
the transportation agency 
helps get federal funding 
for that project, it would 

liThe times are such 
that people are either 
getting to work too 
early or too late. 
There would just be 
extra trains for 
people with slightly 
different schedules 
and the fad that the 
ridership - the trains 
are full." 
Keith Nesbitt, Auburn 
councilman 

be OK with a second pas
senger train through 
Auburn, McAdam said. 

PCTPA is now looking 
at applying for $25 million 
of Proposition IB trade 
corridor funds through 
the CaliforniaTransporta
tion Commission. The 
other half of the money 
for the project would 

come from Union Pacific, 
McAdam said. 

If the funds are secured 
and the Donner project 
goes forward, the second 
train could come to 
Auburn soon after, 
McAdam said. 

"It really depends ... we 
are now looking at those 
Proposition IB bonds, 
and in order to use those 
you have to be under con
struction by the end of 
2013," McAdam said. 
"That's a negotiation 
point, exactly when that 
might happen, but it 
could happen fairly 
quickly once those agree
ments happen." 

Nesbitt said the second 
train is probably about 18 
months out and it would
n't call for any funding 
from the city of Auburn, 
unless the police depart
ment was asked to moni
tor the station more or if 
the city was asked to 
clean it more. 
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Do commuters and taxpayers want another train?
 
BY BRInGET JONES reasons to ride the train, includ second train would allow for 
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 

W
·th several agencies try
ing to bring a second 
passenger train to 

"Ifs marvelous. I wouldn't drive. I would 
quit before I would drive." 

ing savings on gas and car 
maintenance, transit subsidies 
from employers, Amtrak reward 
points and reduced commute

more business in the area and 
as the amount of people in 
Auburn grows, the train is nec
essary. . 

Auburn, local residents voiced James McCready, a criminal law attorney and Grass Valley related stress. 
their opinions. 

Grass Valley resident Gary 
resident who commutes to San Francisco on the train every
other week Robuck said he thinks a sec

ond train would draw more 
A taxpayer advocate's 
stance 

Nodine, who usually commutes 
to his Sacramento job on the 

commuters. 
"I believe that one of the 

Jon Coupal, president of the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Asso

train, said he has been riding to Sacramento, or even Rocklin take Amtrak buses to and from things that has stymied rider ciation in Sacramento, said he 
the train for 11 years and com 'and Roseville, and the Bay Auburn. ship to the foothills is the fact thinks the association would 
muters, who call themselves CC Area." "It's a great service I think, but that there is currently only one like the idea of a second train 
(Capitol Corridor) Riders, have Nodine said he considers rid there are buses here that take train per day," Robuck said. compared to California's High 
been talking about a second ing the train a friendly way to you to Sacramento," McCready "While we can take Amtrak Speed Rail project, which he 
train for about nine of those travel because fellow riders look said. buses at other times, if more said is "a pipe dream." 
years. out for each other and have McCready said riding the trains were available I believe "These are the kinds ofproj

"I think the next growth area their own social network. train to the BayArea does make more people would want to ects that need serious consider
is beyond Sacramento," Nodine Grass Valley resident James commuting easier. take Capitol Corridor. It's a twist ation as opposed to the pie-in
said. "Out toward obviously McCready, a criminal law attor "It's marvelous," he said. "I on a popular movie theme the-sky type of mega projects 
Roseville and Rocklin are obvi ney who commutes to San wouldn't drive. I would quit from a few years ago: 'Provide such as the High Speed Rail," 
ously high growth areas and we Francisco on the train every before I would drive." the service and the riders will Coupal said. 
move up the hills. There are other week, said he thinks the Newcastle resident and CC come.''' 
going to be more and more train system is already adequate Rider Chuck Robuck said he Ruel Abuda, who does busi Reach Bridget Jones at bridgetj@gold
people who want to commute because commuters can also thinks there are several good ness inAuburn, said he thinks a countrymedia.com 
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Back-seat Driver 
TONYBIZJAK 
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1-80 soon to 
flow freely 
in Roseville 

T
he infamous Roseville· 
bottleneck on Inter
state 80 is about to be 

uncorked. 
Crews are putting the 

finishing touches on a nine
year, $90 million widening 
project The lastset of ne~ 
lanes is expected to be fin
ished next week. 

With it comes this bold 
forecast from Caltrans: 1-80 
drivers no longer will see 
their speedometers dip 
below 35 mph through 
Roseville, except for brief 
moments. 

If that turns out to be 
true, it means the six-mile 
freeway section from the 
Sacramento County line to 
the Highway 65 interchange 
is about to become, by 
state definition, officially 
congestion-free. 

''This is a big deal," said 
Caltrans'local director, Jody 
Jones. "Drivers are going to 
notice a significant improve
ment." 

That's good news for the 
legions of commuters, truck 
drivers and recreation travel
ers to and from Lake Tahoe 
who have been squeezed in 
stop-and-go traffic there for 
years. 

Some drivers say earlier 
phases of the project already' 
have eased congestion. 

Last month, officials 
opened new lanes from the 
county line to Eureka Road. 
They expect to finish strip
ing the last new section 
from Eureka Road to a mile 
east of Highway 65 next . 
week, if days stay dry. 

That will give the freeway 
in Placer six miles of new 
carpool lanes and five short

. distance auxiliary lanes,
 
which sit next to the slow
 
lane and are used for "quick
 
on, quick off' local traffic.
 
That widens the freeway to
 
four and at times five lanes.
 

The freeway previously 
narrowed from five lanes in 
Sacramento County to just 
three lanes in Placer County. 

The bottleneck hasn't only 
been a commute-day prob
lem. Sunday afternoons· are 
notorious as well, with 
thousands of drivers headed 
home from weekends in the 
mountains. 

Placer County Supervisor 
Kirk Uhler called the poten
tial breaking of the bottle
neck a quality-of-life issue 
for south Placer. 

'11's a great example of 
regional cooperation, work
ing with our congressional 
delegation," Uhler said. 

Environmentalists and 
some traffic planners, how
ever, contend that widening 
freeways on the urban 
fringe eases traffiC only for 
a while, then leads to more 
sprawl development, long
distance commutes and 
renewed congestion. 

Celia McAdam, director of 
the Placer County Transpor
tation Planning Agency, said . 
that is less likely to' happen 
now as the county and cities 
formulate plans for more 
"smart growth" develop
ment, adding more jobs 
near housing, and increas
ing public transit. 

The $90 million in project 
costs was down dramatically 
from an early estimate of 

, $210 million, thanks to 
lower costs during the reces
sion, McAdam said. 

Leftover funds are being 
shifted to work on 1-80 at . 
Eureka Road and Highway 
65 interchanges, she said. 
The Eureka Road work 
started last month. 

Call The Bee's Tony Bizjak, 
(916)321-1059. 
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Railroad upgrades to putbrakes on Loomis?
 
Track work could close all 
three oftown's railroad 
crossings, restric.ting travel 
BY LAURA O'BRIEN 
LOOMIS NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

Union Pacific track upgrades 
chugging toward Loomis prom
ise to slow the pace this holiday 
season. 

The track renewal project, 
slated to hit Loomis Dec. 18, 
could close up to three of the 

town's railroad crossings at the 
same time. The project, sched
uled to begin Dec. 3, in Auburn, 
and stretch to Rocklin, is part of 
a $3.3 billion Union Pacific 
infrastructure investment. 

Loomis Town Council mem
bers learned about the project 
at the Nov. 8 council meeting. 
According to the tentative proj
ect schedule that Town Engi
neer Brian Fragiao received ear
lier that day, crossings could be 
closed for three to seven days. 

Rick Angelocci says 
the closure of all 
three crossings at 
the same time is 
"absolutely unac
ceptable," as it 
will impact public 
safety and health. 

There were no exact starting 
dates for closures of the Penryn 
or Loomis crossings. 

Loomis Town Manager Rick 

Angelocci echoed the concerns 
of councilmembers in an inter- . 
view. 

"There's a potential to have all 
three of our crossings closed at 
once, which would be absolute
ly unacceptable to us in terms 
of public safety, health, obvi
ously lawenforcement and fire 
protection, getting kids to and 
from schooL" Angelocci said. 

Councilmembers also noted 
that closures would block busi
ness traffic exiting from Inter

state 80 and traveling to the 
Swetzer Road area. 

Fragiao received initial infor
mation about the track renewal 
project from consultant Jamie 
O'Shea of RoadSafe, a national 
traffic safety firm with an office 
in Reno. Councilmembers 
viewed a video description of 
the project during the council 
meeting. 

The track renewal project will 
remove and replace the rail, old 

• SEE RAIL PAGE A9 
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RAI L: Town talks to Union Pacific this week
 
continued from A1 
wooden ties, and rock 
ballast comprising the 
roadbed of the train track. 
There will be two quarter
mile-long trains sand
wiching other train cars. 
One quarter-mile train 
will carry new concrete 
road ties and another will 
pick up the old rail. The 
new rail will be laid down 
in quarter-mile pieces 
and then welded together. 

Based on the project 
description, multiple 
crossings in Loomis could 
be closed at once, 
depending on where the 
trains stop. The distance 
between the King Road 
and Webb Road crossings 
is less than a quarter mile. 
The track between Webb 
Road and Sierra College 
Boulevard extends nearly 
one mile. 

Aaron Hunt is a Union 
Pacific spokesperson 
based in Roseville. 

"The timing is still 

being developed on the 
entire program," Hunt 
said. "We are shooting 
right now to have dates 
firmed up for this right 
around Thanksgiving." 

He said the track 
renewal crew currently 
was working on a project 
in another state. The crew 
here will number about 
100. Through an auto
mated process using 
gantry cranes positioned 
on top of rail cars, the 
crew can replace up to 
5,000 ties in a day, which 
would be the equivalent 
of several miles of work, 
he added. 

"As you come down 
from Auburn, however, 
you're working on a grade, 
and so that's a factor that 
will be significant for the 
project," Hunt said. 

He said the speed of the 
project could be affected 
by factors such as the 
condition of the wooden 
railroad ties and the 

amount of rock ballast 
that needs to be replaced 
underneath the track. 

The project also typical
ly involves replacing exist
ing railroad crossings with 
new concrete approaches. 
Although Loomis already 
upgraded its crossings, 
Hunt said he did not 
know if those crossings 
would again need to be 
replaced in order to lay 
down the new rail. 

Angelocci said he and 
Fragiao would address 
the town's concerns via a 
teleconference with 
Omaha, Neb.-based 
Union Pacific officials this 
week. 

"We will be working 
with them very, very 
closely to make sure that 
as they come through the 
Town of Loomis we will 
always have open a pass 
across one of the three 
roads that are intersected 
by the rail lines," Angeloc
ci said. 
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Amtrak's 
Capitol line 
boots up 
,free Wi-Fi 

. By ED FLETCHER
 
AND BILL LINDELOF
 
tifletcher@sacbee.com 

Free Wi-Fi service on Capitol Corri

dor trains was welcome news to passen

gers. They'd tell you all about it, if you
 
could get them to put down their smart

phones or laptop computers.
 

Effective Monday, passengers travel
ing on the Capitol Corridor, the San 
Joaquin and the Pacific Surfliner trains 
can connect to the Internet through can entertain yourself on the 'Net," said _ Charian DeAmeral of Sacramento 
AmtrakConnect for Web surfing and us Booker Dabis, who took the train from said she can use her tablet computer 
ing email, officials announced. Richmond to Sacramento with his son without having to bum a connection off 

Passengers also can access corporate Monday afternoon. "It's like you're at other passengers with a mobile hotspot. 
networks through most Virtual Private home." - DeAmeral said ithadbeen disaPPoint-
Networks (VPN), making train trips a Dabis said while the connection was ing to have wireless service come and go 
good time to catch up on work. slower than he is used to, itworked with- AMTRAK I Page B4 

Amtrak: Wireless in
 
works for five years
 
FROM PAGE HI "Free Wi-Fi is our
during her frequent trips to 
the Bay Area. early holiday gift to 

Melissa Campbell of New loyal trainYorkhad settled in for the ride 
from Sacramento to the Bay passengers who have 
Area and was surprised to wanted this servicelearn of the free Wi-Fi. 

The Wi-Fi was funded by for some time." 
state passenger rail agencies 

DAVID KlITROSKY, reinvesting cost savings from 
Capitol C01Tidor Joint Powersother completed rail projects. 
A7;ttlwrity managing director

''Free Wi-Fi is our earlyholi
day gift to loyal train passen
gers who have wanted this ser
vice for some time," said nia Department of Transpor- 
David Kutrosky, Capitol Corri- tation. 
dor Joint Powers Authority. 'We didn't want to deliver 
managing director. something that didn't work," 

More than 5.5 million pas- Mullins said. 
sengers rode the three state- The biggest obstacle was 
supported trains this fiscal limited bandwidth through 
year, up more than 7.5 per- third-party cellular data net
cent. 

California rail service pro- works along many routes, ac
viders have been working on cording to a news- release. 
offering Wi-Fi for more than 
five years. But pilot projects _Call The Bee's Ed Fletcher, 
have yielded less than ideal re- (916) 321-1269. Follow him 
suIts, said Debbie Mullins, a on Twitter @SB_EtLFletch
spokeswoman for the Califor- er. 
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Passengers David Stephenson, left, and Justin Fong use their own wireless connec
tionson aCapitol Corridor train in February. As of Monday, the line now offers free Wi-Fi. 

"It made the ride easier becauSe you out interruption. 


