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April 29, 2011 
 
To: Celia McAdam 
From: Sante Esposito 
Subject: April 2011 Monthly Report 
 
The following addresses various issues with respect to PCTPA. 
 
FY11 Appropriations 
 
On April 15, President Obama signed the final Continuing Resolution for FY11 that provides 
funding for the government through September 30, 2011 (the end of the current fiscal year). 
Overall, the CR cuts nearly $40 billion. In transportation, the new law eliminates $1.2 billion for 
various high speed rail projects and rescinds over $250 million for specific highway projects that 
were authorized in the 1998 highway law and for which funds were never obligated. The CR 
does not affect in any way projects funded in SAFETEA-LU or post-2005 appropriations bills. 
No new earmarks were included. 
 
To review, last year PCTPA submitted its FY11 appropriations request to the Offices of Senators 
Feinstein and Boxer for $3.084M for the I-80/SR-65 Interchange Improvement Project. 
Congressman McClintock, as he did last year, was not accepting requests as he will not be 
pursuing earmarks in the appropriations process. Along those lines, on March 11, 2010, the 
House Republican Conference voted to adopt a one year unilateral moratorium on all 
appropriation earmarks. The Senate Republicans did not choose to follow suit. In the Senate, 
Senators Feinstein and Boxer did not include anything in their Transportation Appropriations 
requests for the I-80/SR-65 Project.  
 
FY12 Appropriations 
 
With work now completed on the FY11 appropriations, Congress has now turned its attention to 
FY12. No specific project requests were solicited by Members given the current ban on 
earmarks. However, Senator Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, is 
currently working on “a set of guidelines” that address the definition of what an earmark is and a 
process for going forward with them. In addition, it has become more and more clearer to 
Members of Congress that banning earmarks does not result in reduced spending- it only means 



that those earmark funds go to the various Executive Branch Agencies. As a result, even the most 
conservative House Republicans are beginning to have second thoughts on an earmark ban. For 
our part, pending the outcome of the FY12 appropriations process, we will “follow the money 
trail” whether that be in Congress or with the various Federal agencies. 
 
SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization 
 
Both the House and the Senate are drafting bills. It is unclear at this time what the specifics of 
those bills are regarding duration and funding levels. SAFETEA-LU included total funding of 
approximately $290 billion. Pursuant to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) baseline, the 
current funding level for highway, highway safety, and public transit investments is $331 billion 
over the next six years (FY 2012 – FY 2017), including $316 billion of contract authority from 
the Highway Trust Fund and $15 billion from the General Fund. Both Houses have set Memorial 
Day as their goal for moving bills out of committee. In the House, the “jury” is still out regarding 
project earmarks. In the Senate, however, Boxer has also been working with Senator Inhofe, the 
senior Republican on her committee, to test how far the definition of an “earmark” will be 
extended by their joint call for projects under the Water Resources Development Act 
reauthorization bill.  On a separate track, Inhofe is working with Senator McCain to get 
committee-authorized projects exempted from the current earmark ban. 
 
Within his FY12 Budget, President Obama has proposed a $553 billion SAFETEA-LU 
reauthorization bill.  In order to have an immediate economic impact, the proposal would 
frontload in FY12 $50 billion of the six-year $553 billion bill to “spur job growth and allow 
states to initiate multi-year investments in roads, railways and runways.”   
 
To review, on April 29, PCTPA submitted to Congressman McClintock a request for $4 million 
to help fund the construction of Phase 2A of the Lincoln Bypass on SR65 as it’s a high priority 
project in the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU.  The Congressman submitted PCTPA’s request 
to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  It was one of only four projects 
he submitted.  In addition, PCTPA decided to cosponsor SACOG’s high priority SAFETEA-LU 
project request of $4 million from Congresswoman Matsui for the Roseville-Sacramento rail 
track improvements.  The Congresswoman submitted $3 million for the SACOG project to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  Federal Advocates is coordinating advocacy of 
this issue with SACOG’s DC representative. The Bypass Project at $18.203M was also 
submitted to the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and Senator Feinstein, per 
Senator Boxer’s July 2009 “call for projects.” 
 
D.C. Visit 
 
On May 10, in conjunction with the Cap-to-Cap annual conference, representatives of PCTPA 
will be visiting the Delegation in support of the Placer Parkway and Lincoln Bypass projects. 
 
Grants 
 
Effective January 1, Federal Advocates expanded its client grant solicitation service, and began 
process of providing possible grant opportunities per its earlier press release. 


