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Subject: February 2011 Monthly Report 
 
The following addresses various issues with respect to PCTPA. 
 
FY11 Appropriations 
 
On February 19, the House passed H.R. 1, the Continuing Resolution (Cr) that will fund the 
Federal government for the remainder of FY11. The bill cut over 60 billion dollars compared 
with the President’s FY11 budget request. It included NO earmarks. Senate action on its version 
of the bill is pending. March 4th is the deadline as the current CR expires then. It is likely that 
there will be another short term extension to allow time to work out a final version of H.R. 1. At 
this point, it is not clear what will happen come March 4- a “clean” extension until the end of 
FY11; an extension with earmarks; a combination of both; etc. We will continue to monitor the 
process which will coincide with work on the FY12 appropriations. To review, earlier this year 
PCTPA submitted its FY11 appropriations request to the Offices of Senators Feinstein and Boxer 
for $3.084M for the I-80/SR-65 Interchange Improvement Project. Congressman McClintock, as 
he did last year, was not accepting requests as he will not be pursuing earmarks in the 
appropriations process. Along those lines, on March 11, 2010, the House Republican Conference 
voted to adopt a one year unilateral moratorium on all appropriation earmarks. The Senate 
Republicans did not choose to follow suit. In the Senate, Senators Feinstein and Boxer did not 
include anything in their Transportation Appropriations requests for the I-80/SR-65 Project.  
 
FY12 Appropriations 
 
On the assumption that there will be NO earmarks included in the FY!@ appropriations bills, the 
PCTPA sent a letter “for the record” regarding what its FY12 appropriations request would have 
been, the justification and the intent to follow “the money trail.” 
 
SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization 
 
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a series of national field hearings 
and public forums on SAFETEA-LU reauthorization. Two of the hearings were in California: 
February 22, Fresno; and February 23, Los Angeles. The purpose of the sessions is to help 



inform the Committee’s drafting of a long-term reauthorization of the nation’s highway, transit, 
and highway safety programs. The Committee sought input on how to consolidate and improve 
the performance of programs, cut government red tape and streamline the project delivery 
process, increase private sector investment in our infrastructure, identify creative financing 
alternatives, and other ideas for writing the legislation. The previous multi-year law (SAFETEA- 
LU) expired in September 2009. On February 16, the Committee marked up H.R. 662, the 
“Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2011,” to extend the current SAFETEA-LU from 
March 4 to September 30, 2011. Notwithstanding this, Chairman Mica has announced that he 
wants to markup the multi-year SAFETEA-LU reauthorization bill in April. It is unclear at this 
time whether that will be a Subcommittee or Full Committee markup and how the Committee 
will be handling specific project requests. In the Senate, Chairman Boxer has said that she wants 
a bill out of Committee by Memorial Day. As part of the President’s FY12 Budget, included is a 
proposal for a $550 billion, six year SAFETEA-LU reauthorization bill which demonstrates the 
Administration’s commitment to infrastructure as one of its few FY12 Budget priorities. 
 
 
To review, on April 29, PCTPA submitted to Congressman McClintock a request for $4 million 
to help fund the construction of Phase 2A of the Lincoln Bypass on SR65 as it’s a high priority 
project in the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU.  The Congressman submitted PCTPA’s request 
to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  It was one of only four projects 
he submitted.  In addition, PCTPA decided to cosponsor SACOG’s high priority SAFETEA-LU 
project request of $4 million from Congresswoman Matsui for the Roseville-Sacramento rail 
track improvements.  The Congresswoman submitted $3 million for the SACOG project to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  Federal Advocates is coordinating advocacy of 
this issue with SACOG’s DC representative. The Bypass Project at $18.203M was also 
submitted to the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and Senator Feinstein, per 
Senator Boxer’s July 2009 “call for projects.” 
 
Last month PCTPA’s Board adopted its strategy regarding reauthorization – to request funding 
for the Lincoln Bypass from Members’ High Priority Project allocation and for Placer Parkway 
from Projects of National and Regional Significance, with the caveat that should the two projects 
be in competition, Placer Parkway is the higher priority. Federal Advocates will begin 
coordinating/devising advocacy strategy with Holland and Knight, Placer County’s D.C. rep. 
The Board also adopted its Federal Legislative Program for 2011. Pursuant to that, the Board 
sent a letter (drafter by Federal Advocates) to Members McClintoch, Mica, Rahall, Feinstein, 
Boxer and Inhofe, in support of the California Consensus Principles for SAFTEA-LU 
reauthorization, and in opposition to the recent change in the House rules to make the Highway 
Trust Fund discretionary.  
 
Grants 
 
Effective January 1, Federal Advocates expanded its client grant solicitation service, and began 
process of providing possible grant opportunities per its earlier press release. 


