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Subject: March 2011 Monthly Report 
 
The following addresses various issues with respect to PCTPA. 
 
FY11 Appropriations 
 
On March 15, President Obama signed a new short-term Continuing Resolution that provides 
funding for the government through April 8, 2011. This latest temporary short-term extension is 
intended to provide Congress additional time to complete the FY11 appropriations process. It is 
the fifth Continuing Resolution to keep the Federal Government running during FY11. Given the 
proposed congressional schedule in April, another extension is anticipated through sometime in 
May. The April 8 extension reduces spending in FY11 by $51 billion below the President’s 
request.  Most of the cuts come from previously identified reductions, a significant portion of 
which are old earmarks. No new earmarks were included.  
 
To review, earlier this year PCTPA submitted its FY11 appropriations request to the Offices of 
Senators Feinstein and Boxer for $3.084M for the I-80/SR-65 Interchange Improvement Project. 
Congressman McClintock, as he did last year, was not accepting requests as he will not be 
pursuing earmarks in the appropriations process. Along those lines, on March 11, 2010, the 
House Republican Conference voted to adopt a one year unilateral moratorium on all 
appropriation earmarks. The Senate Republicans did not choose to follow suit. In the Senate, 
Senators Feinstein and Boxer did not include anything in their Transportation Appropriations 
requests for the I-80/SR-65 Project.  
 
FY12 Appropriations 
 
To date, the FY12 appropriations process is on hold pending final action on the FY11 funding 
situation. No specific project requests were solicited by Members given the current ban on 
earmarks. However, Senator Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, is 
currently working on “a set of guidelines” that address the definition of what an earmark is and a 



process for going forward with them. In addition, it has become more and more clearer to 
Members of Congress that banning earmarks does not result in reduced spending- it only means 
that those earmark funds go to the various Executive Branch Agencies. As a result, even the most 
conservative House Republicans are beginning to have second thoughts on an earmark ban. For 
our part, pending the outcome of the FY12 appropriations process, we will “follow the money 
trail” whether that be in Congress or with the various Federal agencies. 
 
 
SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization 
 
On March 3, after the House overwhelmingly passed the Surface Transportation Extension Act 
of 2011 by a final vote of 421 to 4, the Senate approved by voice vote legislation to extend 
highway, transit and highway safety programs through the end of September. The President 
signed the bill into law on March 4 as P.L. 112-5. “This legislation will provide some stability 
for transportation departments in every state and allow DOTs to continue planning and 
constructing transportation projects through the summer construction season,” said 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John L. Mica (R-FL). “This extension of 
transportation programs will allow more time for the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee to develop a fiscally responsible, long-term reauthorization of transportation 
programs to create jobs and build our nation’s infrastructure.” “With unemployment in the 
construction industry at an all-time high, it is imperative that we extend the surface 
transportation programs through the end of the fiscal year,” said Highways and Transit 
Subcommittee Chairman John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-TN). H.R. 662, the Surface Transportation 
Extension Act of 2011, was introduced in the House by the Republican and Democrat leaders of 
the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. The legislation freezes funding at fiscal year 
2010 levels for highway, transit and highways safety programs.  
This action followed a series of national field hearings and public forums that the Committee has 
held on the reauthorization. The Committee sought input during these hearings on how to 
consolidate and improve the performance of programs, cut government red tape and streamline 
the project delivery process, increase private sector investment in our infrastructure, identify 
creative financing alternatives, and other ideas for writing the legislation. Chairman Mica, 
Members of the Committee and other lawmakers participated in the hearings and meetings, 
which began on February 14, 2011 in West Virginia, the home state of the Committee’s Ranking 
Democrat Member Nick J. Rahall. At least a dozen other sessions across numerous states took 
place in late February, including a joint House-Senate hearing in Los Angeles in cooperation 
with Senator Barbara Boxer, Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 
Chairman Mica has set the end of April as his goal for moving a SAFETEA-LU reauthorization 
bill through his Committee. Boxer has set Memorial Day as her goal.  Boxer has also been 
working with Senator Inhofe, the senior Republican on her committee, to test how far the 
definition of an “earmark” will be extended by their joint call for projects under the Water 
Resources Development Act reauthorization bill.  On a separate track, Inhofe is working with 
Senator McCain to get committee-authorized projects exempted from the current earmark ban. 
Within his FY12 Budget, President Obama has proposed a $553 billion SAFETEA-LU 
reauthorization bill.  In order to have an immediate economic impact, the proposal would 



frontload in FY12 $50 billion of the six-year $553 billion bill to “spur job growth and allow 
states to initiate multi-year investments in roads, railways and runways.”   
 
To review, on April 29, PCTPA submitted to Congressman McClintock a request for $4 million 
to help fund the construction of Phase 2A of the Lincoln Bypass on SR65 as it’s a high priority 
project in the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU.  The Congressman submitted PCTPA’s request 
to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  It was one of only four projects 
he submitted.  In addition, PCTPA decided to cosponsor SACOG’s high priority SAFETEA-LU 
project request of $4 million from Congresswoman Matsui for the Roseville-Sacramento rail 
track improvements.  The Congresswoman submitted $3 million for the SACOG project to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  Federal Advocates is coordinating advocacy of 
this issue with SACOG’s DC representative. The Bypass Project at $18.203M was also 
submitted to the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and Senator Feinstein, per 
Senator Boxer’s July 2009 “call for projects.” 
 
Grants 
 
Effective January 1, Federal Advocates expanded its client grant solicitation service, and began 
process of providing possible grant opportunities per its earlier press release. 


