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Surface Transportation Reauthorization 
 
On September 15, the Senate approved an FAA/Surface Transportation extension bill, HR 
2887 by a vote of 92 to 6.  The House passed the identical bill earlier in the week. It was touch 
and go in the hours preceding the Senate vote when Senators Tom Coburn (R-OK) and Ron Paul 
(R-KY) threatened to offer amendments to the bill which, if passed, would alter the House-
passed version thereby requiring the bill to go back to the House for a vote; however, the House 
had already adjourned for the week.  The near crisis, which could have meant another furlough 
of FAA employees, was averted when the Senate leadership persuaded Senator Coburn to hold 
off on his amendment to permit states to opt out of FHWA's Transportation Enhancements 
program until the multi-year surface transportation bill is debated.  It has been reported that 
Democratic leadership has in fact agreed to the inclusion of the provision in a future multi-year 
bill.  Senator Paul offered his two amendments to significantly reduce the funding levels, but 
they were defeated.  
 
The new extension bill, the 8th for the surface transportation programs and the 22nd for the FAA 
program, authorizes the surface programs for six months through March 31, 2012 and the 
aviation programs for four and a half months through January 31, 2012.  All the programs are 
authorized at essentially current funding levels.  
 
On September 22, the House T&I Committee Chairman John Mica (R-FL) briefed industry 
stakeholders on the new guidance he has received from House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) 
regarding a six-year highway and transit authorization bill.  Mica has been given the go-ahead to 
work with the House Ways & Means tax committee to find additional revenues to fund a surface 
transportation authorization bill at current funding levels or even higher.  This is an important 
step forward in the effort to pass a fully funded, multi-year authorization bill, but it will be 
extremely difficult to find the approximately $75B to $100B in additional revenue needed to 
fund a bill at current levels.  A gas tax increase will not be considered.  Mica said he wants the 
current six-month extension to be the last one and would like to mark up a bill possibly even 
later this year if sufficient revenue can be identified.  However, most observers believe that until 



the "Supercommittee" tasked with reducing the federal deficit completes its report (due by 
November 23), it will be very difficult for the T&I Committee to lay claim to any specific 
revenues.  Without additional revenues, the highway and transit programs would have to be cut 
by more than one-third.    
 
To review, PCTPA is seeking Federal funding for the following in SAFETEA-LU 
reauthorization: under Projects of National and Regional Significance through Congressman 
Herger and Senators Feinstein and Boxer for the Placer Parkway, $25M; and via High priority 
Project funding through Congressman McClintock for the Lincoln Bypass Phase 2, $4M. A letter 
of support for the Parkway project was sent to the congressional delegation on behalf of Placer 
County, PCTPA, Sutter County, and the Cities of Roseville, Rocklin, and Lincoln. 
 
Continuing Resolution  
 
Yesterday, the House of Representatives took action on a bipartisan agreement ending a dispute 
over disaster relief spending that threatened to cause a partial shutdown of the government by the 
end of the week. Specifically, the House approved legislation that will keep the government 
funded through October 4, followed by a more comprehensive measure next Tuesday that will 
keep Washington funded through November 18. On Monday, the Senate approved both bills, 
which together will fund the Federal government for the first seven weeks of the new fiscal year 
beginning Saturday. The Senate passed the first measure on a 79-12 vote, then approved the 
second measure on a voice vote.  
 
FY12 Transportation Appropriations 
 
On September 20, the Senate THUD Appropriations Subcommittee marked up its version of the 
FY'12 DOT appropriations bill.  The Senate bill is good news for highway and transit programs.  
The Senate bill retains the current FY'11 funding levels for the highway program ($41.1B versus 
only $27B in the House bill) and for the transit program ($10.2B versus $6.7B in the House 
bill).  It also funds $550M for the TIGER program, which is $23M higher than the FY'11 level 
(the House zeroed out the program) and preserves the FY'11 funding levels for Amtrak.  The 
Senate bill does not provide any funding for high-speed rail or for a National Infrastructure 
Bank.  Neither does the House bill.   
 
Other program funding levels include an additional $358M over the FY'11 level for transit New 
Starts for a total of $1.95B, $150M for DC's WMATA transit system capital program (the same 
as the House level), $25M for the transit energy efficiency TIGGER program (versus $0 in the 
House bill), and $1.5B in highway emergency relief (ER) funds.   Like the House bill, the Senate 
bill does not include any project earmarks. 
 
As previously reported, the funding levels for most DOT programs are significantly higher in the 
Senate appropriations bill than in the House bill.  It is unclear if the House and Senate DOT 
appropriations bills will progress any further as stand-alone bills since it appears that most, if not 
all, the FY'12 funding bills will be rolled into one or more omnibus bills and debated and voted 
on as a package.  



 
American Jobs Act   
 
The President's plan to jump start the economy, the American Jobs Act, calls for a total of $447B 
in new federal funding to create jobs, including $50B in additional funding for transportation 
programs: 
 
$27B for Highways 
 
$9B for Transit 
 
$6B for Rail, including $2B for Amtrak's intercity passenger rail service and $4B for High-Speed 
Intercity Passenger Rail 
 
$5B total for the TIGER discretionary grant program and the TIFIA financing program 
 
$2B for FAA's Airport Improvement Program (AIP) 
 
$1B for FAA's NextGen air traffic control system modernization  
 
In addition, the President is requesting $10B for a National Infrastructure Bank to be based in 
large part on Senators Kerry (D-MA) and Hutchison's (R-TX) pending Infrastructure Bank bill, 
S. 652.  The bank would issue loans and loan guarantees to finance large transportation, water 
and energy infrastructure projects.   
 
Keep in mind that the funding levels in the President's plan assume that the congressional Joint 
Committee on Deficit Reduction, the so-called "Supercommittee", can agree on the revenues, 
reforms or program cuts necessary to fund the $447B American Jobs Act on top of the $1.5 
trillion in funding cuts they are required by law to produce by November 23 in order to reduce 
the federal deficit.  In addition, the full Congress must pass the American Jobs Act which will 
likely be a tough sell since it calls for new federal spending.     
 
Federal Grants 
 
With the potential shift of project funding from the appropriations process (Capitol Hill) to the 
grant selection process (agencies), the Firm works aggressively to proactively pursue Federal 
discretionary and non-discretionary grant opportunities. In doing so, the Firm has created a 
sophisticated grant research. The Firm monitors grant announcements from all 26 Federal 
agencies (over 1,000 individual grant programs) and provides a nexus between a grant 
opportunity and a potential City project. Once a grant opportunity has been identified, the Firm 
utilizes a proven strategy that allows the client to engage several key Washington, D.C. contacts 
to support a specific grant request. In doing so, the Firm has successfully secured over $200 
million in discretionary and non-discretionary Federal agency grant funding for its clients. 


