
MEMORANDUM
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TO: Board of Directors DATE:  September 16, 2011
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: I-80 CORRIDOR PLAN UPDATE AND NEXT STEPS 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Board approval of updated approach on redesignation of savings from Phase 1 of the I-80 
Bottleneck project to environmental and design of an eastbound auxiliary lane on I-80 between 
SR 65 and Rocklin Road. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The I-80 Capacity and Operational Improvements in Roseville (the “Bottleneck”) project 
consists of three phases: 

• Phase 1:  Auxiliary lane on eastbound I-80 from the Auburn Blvd. onramp to the 
Douglas Blvd. offramp.  Fully funded at cost of $9.5 million.  Completed three months 
ahead of schedule in August 2007. 

 
• Phase 2:  High occupancy vehicle (HOV) and auxiliary lanes in both directions from the 

Sacramento/Placer County line to Miners Ravine (near Eureka Road).  Fully funded at 
previous cost estimate of $80.2 million; actual cost is $47.9 million.  Construction 
contract was awarded to Teichert Construction and began in May 2008. 

 
• Phase 3:  HOV and auxiliary lanes in both directions from Miners Ravine (near Eureka 

Road) to .9 miles east of SR 65.   Original estimate of project in two phases was $115 
million; fully funded at final cost of $49.4 million.  Construction contract was awarded to 
Flatiron Inc and began work in September 2009. 
 

A significant portion of the funding for these projects comes from Proposition 1B Corridor 
Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) funding; the remainder comes from a Federal earmark 
of $61.1 million designated to PCTPA for use in the Bottleneck.  Bid savings on Phases 2 and 3 
were split proportionately between the two funding sources. 
 
DISCUSSION 
I-80 Bottleneck Phases 2 and 3 
Pavement and striping has been completed on Phase 2 and the segment opened September 16.  
There is a delay on the carpool lane signage, which should be completed by the end of 
September.   
 
Final paving and striping on Phase 3 began in early September and is scheduled to be complete 
on or around October 11.  Staff will provide the latest schedule information to the Board at your 
meeting.   
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Final savings from Phases 2 and 3 closeout will not be available for several years as landscaping 
and mitigation monitoring is established, construction claims are settled, and final accounting 
performed. 
 
I-80/Eureka Road Interchange 
At your January 2010 meeting, the Board designated $5.74M of PCTPA’s share of the bid 
savings for the construction of improvements to the I-80/Eureka Road Interchange.  The City of 
Roseville is the lead agency on this project, and recently awarded the construction contract.  
Work is set to begin in October 2011 with completion around October of 2012. 
 
I-80/SR 65 Interchange 
Work is moving forward on narrowing down the range of alternatives to be studied in the 
environmental document for the I-80/SR 65 Interchange.  The Project Development Team, 
including member jurisdictions, Caltrans, and Federal Highway Administration are meeting 
regularly to move this forward, concurrent with public outreach, focus groups, and meetings with 
key local officials.  A public workshop to review the narrowed list of alternatives will be held in 
late October/early November. 
 
Next Steps:  I-80 Eastbound Auxiliary Lane between SR 65 and Rocklin Road 
The project’s construction claims have finally been settled on Phase 1 of the Bottleneck and 
there is approximately $768,000 savings for PCTPA to reallocate to another project that meets 
the description of the earmark designation.     
 
In October 2009, the Board approved the redesignation of this savings to preconstruction of this 
eastbound auxiliary lane and the I-80/Rocklin Road Interchange.   Since that time, the Federal 
Highway Administration has determined that the I-80/Rocklin Road Interchange does not fit the 
definition of the Federal earmark as part of the I-80 Bottleneck; staff has indicated, however, that 
there is a nexus for the auxiliary lane.  
 
As the Board has discussed, the challenges to I-80 do not end at SR 65 and improvements further 
east will be needed.  One key example of that is the I-80/Rocklin Road interchange which, due to 
capacity constraints, results in traffic backups on the mainline of I-80 eastbound that ultimately 
affect the Bottleneck area. 
 
At the same time, recent proposals in Washington, DC indicate there may be another opportunity 
for Federal funding for shelf-ready infrastructure projects.  If the I-80 Eastbound Auxiliary Lane 
project can be readied quickly, we would be in a unique position to capture a portion of this 
competitive funding. 
 
Staff recommends that the Board redesignate the Phase 1 savings to the I-80 Eastbound 
Auxiliary Lane between SR 65 and Rocklin Road.  TAC has reviewed and concurs with this 
approach. 
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