
MEMORANDUM
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www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  September 9, 2011
  
FROM: Solvi Sabol, TDM Manager/FSP Coordinator  
  
SUBJECT: “WAY TO GO” WEEK DESIGNATION  
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt Resolution #11-21 declaring October 3 - 7, 2011 as Placer County’s Way to Go week. 
 
BACKGROUND 
For the past ten years, the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency in partnership with the 
City of Auburn and Safe Kids Placer County has worked with area schools in implementing the 
Way to Go program.  The goal of the program is to improve traffic circulation and air quality in 
and around area schools by promoting alternative ways to get to and from school.  These 
alternatives include walking, biking, carpooling and taking the bus to school. 
 
Originally structured around International Walk to School Week, the Way to Go program 
includes walk to school events at area schools with a focus on alternative transportation, safety, 
health, and the environment.  Children meet at a designated location in close proximity to the 
school, yet away from the general flow of traffic, and walk to school escorted by staff, Safe Kids 
Placer County, City of Auburn Police, California Highway Patrol (CHP), Placer County Sheriff, 
Auburn and Loomis Fire Departments, and volunteer parents.  Last year, over 650 students 
participated in the walk to school events. 
 
DISCUSSION 
This year, PCTPA will be coordinating with partners at four schools in implementing the Way to 
Go program which will include walk to school events.   Additionally, we are working toward 
conducting special assemblies with a focus on pedestrian safety at Auburn Elementary, Rock 
Creek Elementary (Auburn), and H. Clarke Powers Elementary (Loomis).  The goal of the Safe 
Kids program and Way to Go are complementary – to reduce the number of cars in and out of 
school parking lots and provide a safe route for students to walk and bike to school.   
 
In addition to the walk to school and assembly events, a brochure (provided) is given to all 
parents and provides information on the alternative ways to get to school.  This brochure and 
information on establishing a carpool is available to all schools through the PCTPA website. 
 
As a demonstration of support in this collaborative effort, staff requests the Board adopt 
Resolution #11-21, declaring October 3 - 7, 2011 as Way to Go week in Placer County.  
 



 
 PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF:  DECLARING THE WEEK           RESOLUTION NO.  11-21 
OF OCTOBER 3, 2011 AS PLACER COUNTY’S  
“WAY TO GO” WEEK 
 
The following resolution was duly passed by the Placer County Transportation Planning 
Agency at a regular meeting held September 28, 2011 by the following vote on roll call: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
Signed and approved by me after its passage 
 
            
     _______________________________________ 
     Chair 
     Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
 
_________________________________ 
Executive Director 
 
 
WHEREAS, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency is supporting the Way to Go 
Program, in conjunction with the globally recognized International Walk to School program 
which occurs in October, to encourage and promote alternative ways to get to school including 
walking, bicycling, carpooling, and taking the school bus, and  
 
WHEREAS, the convergence of vehicles in and around school parking lots during student drop 
off and pick up times contributes to poor traffic circulation, compromises the safety of students, 
and negatively impacts air quality, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency values the safety of children and respects the neighboring 
communities that surround schools, and 
 
WHEREAS, promoting the Way to Go program is an opportunity for parents to evaluate and 
consider alternative ways to get to school to help improve traffic circulation and air quality in 
and around schools and neighboring communities, as well as increase the safety of students, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency supports efforts to teach children about pedestrian and bicycle safety 
and become aware of the difficulties and dangers that students face on their journey to and from 
school each day, and  
 
 



 
WHEREAS, enabling children to travel to school through alterative modes such as walking, 
bicycling, carpooling, or taking the school bus has a positive affect on traffic circulation, air 
quality, and the safety of children, and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY THAT we do hereby 
proclaim the week of October 3, 2011 as Placer County’s Way to Go week and encourage 
parents and caregivers to consider alternative transportation choices this week and throughout 
the school year.  
 
 


