
MEMORANDUM
 

299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  January 11, 2012
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 2012 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 

1) Adopt the Federal Legislative Program for 2012 as shown in Attachment 2. 
2) Direct staff and federal advocates to represent these positions, including participation in 

the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce’s Cap-to-Cap federal advocacy trip 
in April. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Federal transportation bills fund a tremendous number of transportation programs here in 
California and in Placer County, including Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), 
Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP), and most all of the funding for maintaining 
and addressing safety on the state and federal highway system.  The most recent Federal 
transportation bill known as the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) provided $290 billion and covered the years 2003 
through 2009.  Though the bill expired September 30, 2009, funding has continued via 
continuing resolutions by Congress.  The current resolution expires March 31, 2012.   
 
Reauthorization provides an opportunity to keep pressure on the Federal government to not only 
increase the stability of Federal funding, but to allow greater flexibility in its use by local entities 
to ensure that the money is used as effectively as possible in addressing our specific 
transportation needs.   Moreover, eliminating unnecessary or overly time-consuming processes 
that increase cost, scope, and schedule of projects must be a continued focus to get the best result 
for the travelling public and the best use of our transportation dollars. 
 
Congress has only recently started making some substantive progress in what is clearly a 
complicated path to reauthorization.   
 
In the Senate, different committees consider different aspects of transportation – specifically, the 
Banking Committee considers transit and the Environment & Public Works Committee considers 
highways, while rail and freight are reviewed by the Commerce Committee.  Ultimately, all of 
this work will be rolled into a single bill, which is being called Moving Ahead for Progress for 
the 21st Century (MAP-21).    
 
In November, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee (EPW) began marking up a 
two-year highway reauthorization bill covering October 2011 through September 2013 that 
would provide funding at current levels, with a minor inflationary factor. 
 
Overall, the bill proposes to consolidate programs and eliminate earmarks.  Notably, the bill also 
proposes to expand the Projects of National and Regional Significance Program which, under 
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SAFETEA-LU, we were able to attract nearly $50 million of discretionary funding for the I-80 
Bottleneck.   
 
Also in November, Speaker Boehner and Transportation Committee Chair Mica announced the 
House version of a Federal transportation bill, which they’ve called the American Energy & 
Infrastructure Jobs Act, or HR7.  Highlights of this five year bill include increased local control 
over transportation priorities and elimination of earmarks. 
 
More specific components of both the Senate and House reauthorization bills are shown in 
Attachment 1. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Staff recommends the Board adopt the policies and priorities as shown in the Federal Legislative 
Program for 2012, shown in Attachment 2. 
 
Reauthorization 
PCTPA has long been part of ongoing statewide coalition of transportation interests developing 
and advocating a set of principles for SAFETEA-LU reauthorization.  These principles include 
stabilized funding, increased local control, and streamlined approval processes, and have been a 
key to PCTPA’s Federal Legislative Priorities for several years.  Staff recommends these 
principles be reaffirmed as part of the 2012 Legislative Priorities. 
 
Meanwhile, staff is continuing to work with the statewide coalition of transportation interests to 
update those principles based on more recent proposals.  Staff will continue to keep the Board 
informed as this effort evolves, and provide a finalized version for Board consideration as it 
becomes available. 
 
Federal Funding Designations 
While it is clear that traditional earmarks are not likely, discretionary funding programs remain 
in the mix.  This creates the opportunity for important regional projects with ample 
transportation justification of need and strong support to attract money. 
 
Based on the information available so far, it appears there will be at least two funding pots under 
which projects can be designated.    The Projects of National and Regional Significance program 
typically funds larger, multi-jurisdictional projects with larger dollar amounts; this was the 
source of the Federal funding for the I-80 Bottleneck project.  Staff recommends that PCTPA 
reaffirm last year’s Board direction to join with our member agencies and continue efforts to 
sponsor a request to Senators Feinstein and Boxer, and Congressman Herger (representing Sutter 
County) for $25M in Projects of National and Regional Significance funding for the Placer 
Parkway, including the Placer Parkway/Whitney Ranch Road/SR 65 interchange. 
 
The High Priority Project list provides for members of Congress to designate funding for critical 
transportation projects in their districts.  Typically, this is a smaller funding pot, with dollar 
amounts tied to the member’s seniority and committee membership.  Staff is recommending the 
Board request $4M under Congressman McClintock’s High Priority Project list to further 
progress on the I-80/SR 65 Interchange Improvements project. 
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Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Request 
The Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA) continues to be well poised to take 
advantage of legislation that passed Congress to significantly expand rail funding.  Moreover, 
with the future of high speed rail in question, there may be opportunities for different rail 
improvements to be funded.  Staff recommends the Board’s support for CCJPA request for FRA 
funding for track improvements on the Union Pacific Railroad east of Sacramento to expand 
passenger rail to Placer County.   
 
Local Projects 
Member jurisdictions often have more localized transportation priorities that would benefit from 
PCTPA’s assistance in Federal advocacy, such as obtaining Federal approvals or supporting their 
requests for funding.  Staff recommends the Board support a funding request from the City of 
Roseville for the expansion of the Andorra rail undercrossing of Washington Blvd, a funding 
request from the Town of Truckee for the expansion of the undercrossing of SR 89 under the 
Union Pacific railroad tracks, also known as the Mousehole, for pedestrians and bicycles, and a 
request from the City of Lincoln to obtain approvals needed to maximize the use of Federal 
Highway Bridge Program funding for Nelson Lane north of the Lincoln Bypass. 
 
Advocacy 
Staff recommends these positions be forwarded to Sante Esposito of Federal Advocates to 
represent the agency’s interests in Washington DC.  Staff further recommends that the Board 
designate Chair Tom Cosgrove and Executive Director Celia McAdam to represent these 
positions as part of the Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce’s annual Cap to Cap 
Advocacy trip in April.   
 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has reviewed this program and expressed support. 
 
CM:ss 



2012 Federal Transportation Reauthorization Proposals 
Summary 

 
Moving Ahead for Progress for the 21st Century (MAP‐21) 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee  
 

• Two year program for FY 12 and 13, with funding at current levels with modest inflationary 
component 

• Consolidates federal highway programs from about 90 to less than 30 programs, including 
5 core programs: 

o National Highway Performance Program (which now covers Interstate Maintenance, 
National Highway System, and Highway Bridge programs) 

o Transportation Mobility Program (which replaces Regional Surface Transportation 
Program) 

o National Freight Network Program (new) 
o Congestion Management and Air Quality (which now incorporates Safe Routes to School 

and Transportation Enhancements programs) 
o Highway Safety Improvement Program (no change) 

• Eliminates all project earmarks 
• Increases the size of the transportation infrastructure loan financing program 
• Expand the Projects of National and Regional Significance Program, Emergency Relief Program, 

and a Federal Lands and Tribal Highways Program 
• Accelerate project delivery including streamlining the NEPA process 

 
 
American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs Act (H.R. 7) 
House Speaker Boehner and Transportation Committee Chair Mica 
 

• Five year bill 
• Removes Federal requirements to force states to spend highway money on non‐highway 

activities, and allows greater freedom for states to target most critical needs 
• Streamlines project delivery by adopting reforms like concurrent review 
• Eliminates all project earmarks 
• Eliminates or consolidates nearly 70 programs 
• Strengthens highway safety programs and gives more flexibility to states for innovation 
• Reforms financing programs to encourage private sector involvement in infrastructure 
• Includes provisions to lease offshore oil drilling areas, development of oil shale resources, and 

open a portion of the Alaskan North Slope set aside area for oil and natural gas development. 



 
 

 
Federal Legislative Program for 2012 
 

• Continue to support the California Consensus Principles for SAFETEA‐LU reauthorization, 
including: 

o Ensuring the integrity of the Highway Trust Fund 
o Rebuilding and maintaining transportation infrastructure in a state of good 

repair 
o Establishing goods movement as a national economic priority 
o Enhancing mobility through congestion relief within and between metropolitan 

areas 
o Strengthening the federal commitment to safety and security 
o Strengthening comprehensive environmental stewardship 
o Streamlining project delivery 

 
• Seek Federal High Priority Project funding in SAFETEA‐LU reauthorization through 

Congressman McClintock for I‐80/SR 65 Interchange Improvements ‐ $4M 
 

• Seek new Federal funding under Projects of National and Regional Significance in 
SAFETEA‐LU reauthorization through Congressman Herger and Senators Feinstein and 
Boxer for the Placer Parkway ‐ $25M   
 

• Seek new Federal rail funding through Senators Feinstein and Boxer for track 
improvements east of Sacramento to support expansion of Capitol Corridor Rail Service 

 
• Support member jurisdiction efforts to obtain Federal funding and/or approvals for the 

following projects: 
o Expansion of undercrossing of Washington Blvd under the Union Pacific tracks, 

also known as Washington/Andorra (City of Roseville) 
o Expansion of the undercrossing of SR 89 under the Union Pacific railroad tracks, 

also known as the Mousehole, for pedestrians and bicycles (Town of Truckee) 
o Obtain approvals needed to maximize the use of Federal Highway Bridge 

Program funding for Nelson Lane north of the Lincoln Bypass (City of Lincoln). 
 


