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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

MAY 23, 2012 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, May 23, 2012 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 
 ATTENDANCE: John Allard   Celia McAdam 
    Tom Cosgrove   David Melko 
    Keith Nesbitt   Solvi Sabol 
    Diana Ruslin   Sue Sholtis     
    Ron Treabess 
    Kirk Uhler 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Allard and second by Nesbitt, the minutes of the April 11, 2012 PCTPA Board 
meeting were approved as submitted, with Ruslin abstaining. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Uhler and second by Allard, the Board unanimously approved the Consent 
Calendar as submitted.   
 
FINAL OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) AND BUDGET FOR FY 2012/13 
Celia McAdam noted the Preliminary Draft of the FY 2012/13 Overall Work Program (OWP) 
and Budget was approved by the Board at our April Board meeting.  The only comments to the 
Preliminary Draft were provided by Caltrans after the Board agenda packet had been prepared.  
The comments were minor and require no actual change to work activities or budget, and will be 
included in the Amendment which will come before the Board in October.   
 
The major difference in the Preliminary Draft and the Final versions of the OWP are reflected in 
Work Element 30 since funding for our Clean Air Grants was lower than originally budgeted.   
 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Allard, the Board unanimously authorized the Executive 
Director to submit the Final Overall Work Program and Budget for FY 2012/13 to Caltrans. 
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
 
 



  Page 2 

 

FARE STRUCTURE FOR HEALTH EXPRESS SERVICE 
David Melko asked the Board to approve Resolution No. 12-01 approving the fare structure for 
the non-emergency medical transportation service known as Health Express.  Melko stated we 
have contracted with Seniors First for this Health Express service which provides services for the 
elderly and individuals with disabilities.  This service must meet at least ten percent of their 
operating costs through fares and currently Health Express is not charging fares. 
 
The previous Consolidated Transportation Services Agency (CTSA) was PRIDE Industries, who 
charged fares.  Our current Short Range Transit Plan (SRTP) recommended looking at adopting 
fares.  This issue has been discussed with Health Express and their financial partners, Sutter and 
Kaiser Hospitals.   
 
A Public Hearing for the proposed fares for Health Express Service was conducted at our April 
Board meeting.  Responses to those comments are shown in Attachment 2.  Melko recommended 
that the Board approve the fare structure shown in Attachment 1.   
 
Keith Nesbitt reiterated his concern on the misleading title for the “10 Ride Fare Card” - since a 
rider would presume they would get ten rides for the card - and suggested it be renamed “Fare 
Card.”  Celia McAdam suggested renaming it “Multi-Ride Fare Card.” 
 
Kirk Uhler inquired how long it takes to qualify for the discount cards referenced in the fare 
structure.  Melko replied a rider would go to a transit operator to obtain a discount card.  
McAdam emphasized our focus is to use processes already in place with transit operators so 
there is no redundant process for obtaining a discount card.  Melko added when reservations for 
rides are made, information relating to discount cards is also obtained. 
 
Upon motion by Treabess and second by Allard, the Board unanimously adopted Resolution No. 
12-01 approving the fare structure for the non-emergency medical transportation service known 
as Health Express, with the change in wording for the “10 Ride Fare Card” to “Multi-Ride Fare 
Card.” 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED SERVICE POLICIES FOR HEALTH EXPRESS 
SERVICE 
David Melko asked the Board to obtain testimony on proposed changes to service policies for the 
non-emergency medical transportation service known as Health Express.  Melko noted we have 
contracted with Seniors First since 2009 for non-emergency medical transportation service.  This 
contract has service policies within it but the Board has never formally adopted service policies 
for Health Express.  These policies are also necessary for future eligibility for Federal capital and 
operational funding through Federal Transit Administration Section 5317 New Freedom funds. 
 
Staff has been working with Seniors First and funding partners Kaiser and Sutter Hospitals as 
well as the Transit Operators Working Group (TOWG) for the last six months to develop 
consistent practices, procedures and policies with the transit operators.  The TOWG and 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) concur with the proposed Service Policies.  Responses to 
comments received as part of the public review process will be prepared and brought back to the 
Board at our June meeting for the Board’s consideration with a goal of putting these policies into 
effect in July. 
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Keith Nesbitt asked that chemotherapy and infusion therapy be included under the Medical 
Related paragraph on Page 58.  Celia McAdam added “10 Ride Fare Card” needed to be changed 
to “Multi-Ride Fare Card” on Page 60. 
 
Chair Cosgrove opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Tink Miller, Executive Director of the Placer Independent Resource Services, which serves 
people with disabilities, commented on the Reservation Procedures Section on Page 3 of the 
Service Policies, suggested adding speech-to-speech relay service as another type of free relay 
service provided through the State.  Miller will provide staff with the contact information.  Miller 
suggested the wording on Page 4 in the section Scheduling in the third sentence could be made 
clearer, adding “The individual should/must allow …” Miller expressed her concern with the 
wording in the section on On-Time Service, suggesting the wording “begin to board within three 
minutes.”  In the last sentence of the Driver Assistance section there is a typo.  Wheelchair “left” 
should be “lift.”  In the Right to Refuse Service section on Page 6, third bullet, Miller feels 
drivers do not have sufficient training to determine whether a wheelchair ramp is unsafe or not 
and asked if that wording could be restated or removed. 
 
Chair Cosgrove closed the Public Hearing. 
 
ADJOURN AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CAP TO CAP PROGRAM RECAP 
Celia McAdam stated she attended a lot of meetings at the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber’s 
Cap to Cap trip in April with Chair Cosgrove.  DC was a pessimistic place especially relating to 
transportation and transportation funding.  The Highway Trust Fund is said to be either bankrupt 
or soon to be.  Tom Cosgrove added our federal lobbyist did a great job with scheduling 
additional meetings and was very organized.  Cosgrove noted the climate and environment in 
Washington DC has changed, noting we need to find out how to access sources of funding 
differently than in the past.   
 
Ron Treabess inquired whether they were informed of ways to achieve this.  McAdam replied 
most spoke in generalities, but there seems to be interest in granting regional agencies more 
flexibility in choosing Congestion Mobility and Air Quality (CMAQ) and Regional Surface 
Transportation Program (RSTP) projects as part of reauthorization.  Treabess asked whether the 
Cap to Cap trip is still valuable versus a good report from our lobbyist.  McAdam responded that 
face to face meetings are more important since a lot of people are no longer visiting Washington 
and by attending we are keeping pressure on for reauthorization and regulatory relief.  Cosgrove 
heard that a TIGER type of grant program may come out again which is an encouraging potential 
funding source.   
 
Keith Nesbitt feels attending Cap to Cap as part of the transportation team as well as attending 
personal meetings scheduled by our federal advocate produces a dual effect, noting our federal 
advocate does a great job. 
 
Kirk Uhler stressed the need to be more creative.  In reviewing our Technical Advisory 
Committee minutes, Uhler inquired whether the widening of Highway 65 project is just adding a 
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carpool lane.  Uhler noted since we are not relying on federal dollars – only local dollars with 
less regulation – can we get away from Federal regulatory control?  McAdam responded that the 
challenge is we are still subject to air quality conformity standards since it is in a severe 
nonattainment area.  Uhler urged staff to push back since people in our area will be paying for 
projects and we should be able to build them the way we want them, reducing Federal 
requirements.   
 
John Allard noted Supervisor Uhler makes a good point, noting we need to find relief from 
Federal regulations when they are not providing the funding to implement projects. 
 
Tom Cosgrove agrees but added that we need to treat government as one entity.  Air quality 
regulators have no interest in changing the rules.  It would be worthwhile to push and make our 
voice heard strategically and target agencies to change the rules.   
 
Kirk Uhler suggested crafting this type of message to give to our congressional and regional 
delegates to make it easier to get our projects built.   
 
Tom Cosgrove recommended adding our approaches in our Work Elements and crafting a 
message to our congressional representatives. 
 
McAdam suggested updating our federal legislative program to include this direction and staff 
will bring this item back to the Board for approval. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Celia McAdam stated the analysis on traffic operations on Highway 65 is being conducted which 
will tell us whether the restriping idea will work.  The analysis should be available in August.  
McAdam has had very preliminary discussions with Caltrans staff who noted safety is their key 
interest.  Caltrans also had some of their own ideas, which was encouraging to McAdam.  Staff 
will report back with more information later this summer.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:41 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Tom Cosgrove, Chair 
Executive Director 


