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TO: PCTPA Board of Directors DATE:  June 13, 2012
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR QUALITY (CMAQ) 

ALLOCATION CRITERIA FOR FY 2014/15 AND 2015/16 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt revised CMAQ allocation criteria for FY 2014/15 and FY 2015/16 to direct a portion of 
the funds to preconstruction for the SR 65 Widening Project, as shown in Attachment 2.  
 
BACKGROUND 
At your April meeting, the Board directed staff to look at creative ways to continue to move 
forward on critical transportation projects, including the Placer Parkway, I-80/SR 65 
Interchange, and the SR 65 Widening.   
 
DISCUSSION 
CMAQ is one of the few funding sources still available for discretionary distribution.  To 
implement the Board’s direction, staff worked with the jurisdictions to carve out CMAQ funding 
for a regional project.   
  
Eligibility 
Both the Placer Parkway and I-80/SR 65 Interchange projects are currently in the environmental 
review process.  In its current configuration, the Placer Parkway is not eligible for CMAQ funds; 
the I-80/SR 65 Interchange, with the carpool lane component would be eligible, but already has 
funding for the majority of the preconstruction due to savings from the Federal earmark for the I-
80 Bottleneck.  The SR 65 Widening for carpool and auxiliary lanes from I-80 to Twelve 
Bridges (Lincoln Bypass) would be eligible for CMAQ funds.   
 
Existing Criteria 
In October 2003, the Board adopted criteria for the equitable distribution of CMAQ funds 
amongst member jurisdictions.  The complete criteria are shown in Attachment 1, but highlights 
include: 

1. Set aside 25% of PCTPA’s designated ‘fair and equitable share’ as a discretionary fund 
for designated projects.  Such projects could include (but are not limited to) the 
following: 

 Regional projects or programs such as regional rail, transportation demand management, 
Spare the Air campaigns, and coordinated transit marketing implementation. 

 Joint or multi-jurisdictional projects. 
 Supplementing a local jurisdiction’s share to achieve a reasonable project minimum (see 

below).  In particular, this would apply to the smaller jurisdictions. 
 

2. Distribute the remaining ‘fair and equitable share’ of CMAQ to jurisdictions according to 
their percentage of population, per the Department of Finance’s annual estimates. 
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3. CMAQ funding minimum will be $100,000.   
 
Proposed Criteria 
The proposed criteria, shown in Attachment 2, would allow for the SR 65 Widening to move 
forward, funded through a portion of what was previously considered discretionary funds and 
supplemented by proportionate contribution of CMAQ shares of the jurisdictions along the SR 
65 corridor (Roseville, Rocklin, Lincoln, Placer County). 

1. Set aside minimum fair share amounts for regional programs required for compliance 
with the State Implementation Plan for air quality conformity.  This contribution is 
necessary because, without air quality conformity determinations, no major transportation 
projects from any funding source can legally move forward. 

2. Allocate funding for the environmental phase of the SR 65 Widening project. 
3. Maintain CMAQ funding minimum of $100,000 for the City of Colfax. 
4. Adjust funding levels to ensure that jurisdictions not directly adjacent to the SR 65 

corridor (Auburn and Loomis) receive the same funding as they would under the existing 
distribution criteria. 

5. Distribute the remaining funds to jurisdictions according to their percentage of 
population. 

6. Should the overall CMAQ amount available be higher, the additional funds will be 
distributed proportionate to population. 

7. All other criteria will remain the same as currently adopted. 
 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has reviewed this proposal and recommends 
approval. 
 
Next Steps 
Based on Board direction, staff will calculate the fair share targets for each jurisdiction and issue 
a Call for Projects.  We expect the resulting project list be provided for Board approval this Fall. 
 
CM:ss 
 
 



GUIDELINES FOR CMAQ FUNDS FOR PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED BY PCTPA 
MEMBER JURISDICTIONS 

Approved 10/22/03 
 
1. Set aside 25% of PCTPA’s designated ‘fair and equitable share’ as a discretionary fund for 

designated projects.  Such projects could include (but are not limited to) the following. 
 Regional projects or programs such as regional rail, transportation demand management, 

Spare the Air campaigns, and coordinated transit marketing implementation. 
 Joint or multi-jurisdictional projects. 
 Supplementing a local jurisdiction’s share to achieve a reasonable project minimum (see 

below).  In particular, this would apply to the smaller jurisdictions. 
 
2. Distribute the remaining ‘fair and equitable share’ of CMAQ to jurisdictions according to 

their percentage of population, per the Department of Finance’s annual estimates applicable 
to the year in which the CMAQ funds are allocated (e.g., funds allocated in 2004 will use 
2004 population estimates).  This is the same guideline that PCTPA uses for allocation of 
LTF funds every year.  Joint or multi-jurisdictional projects could also be accommodated 
within the ‘fair share’ allocations. 

 
3. CMAQ funding minimum will be $100,000.  This minimum may exceed the share of some 

of the small jurisdictions.  In that case, the discretionary fund will be used to supplement 
these jurisdictions’ ‘fair share’ in order to achieve the $100,000 project minimum over the 
six-year period of CMAQ. 

 
4. For each proposed CMAQ project, whether funded out of fair share or discretionary funds, 

the jurisdiction/applicant will submit an application to PCTPA that, at a minimum, includes 
the following information. 
 Description of project including justification and need 
 Project schedule by phase including anticipated date project will be open to the public 
 Total cost of project including portion to be funded from CMAQ and amount/source of 

local match 
 Type of CMAQ funds being requested (‘fair share’ and/or ‘discretionary’) and, for ‘fair 

share’ funds, from which jurisdiction’s share (or multiple jurisdictions in the case of a 
joint application). 

 Calculation of air quality benefit/emissions reduction using most recent approved 
California Air Resources Board methodology OR, for Community Design projects, 
SACOG’s PLACE3S model (which calculates reduction in vehicle trips/miles traveled).  
Note: These calculations are required in order to comply with CMAQ guidelines. 

 
5. Each applicant will submit its application(s) by the specified due date to PCTPA.  

Applications will be reviewed by PCTPA staff and the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC).  Staff and TAC recommendations will be forwarded to the Board along with a 
summary of all applications.  The PCTPA Board will prioritize applications for funding from 
the discretionary portion and will approve eligible applications for jurisdictions according to 
the applicable ‘fair share’ distribution guidelines.  The approved projects will then be 
submitted to SACOG for inclusion in the MTP and MTIP. 



GUIDELINES FOR CMAQ FUNDS FOR PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED BY PCTPA 
MEMBER JURISDICTIONS 
FY 2014/15 AND FY 2015/16 

 
1. Set aside 25% of PCTPA’s designated ‘fair and equitable share’ as a discretionary fund for 

designated projects as Placer’s contribution to regional required in the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP) to maintain air quality conformity.  These programs include: 

• SECAT retrofit program 
• Spare the Air 
• Freeway Service Patrol 
• Congestion Management Program 

 
2. Allocate the remaining amount of the 25% discretionary portion, plus contributions 

proportionate to population from Placer County and the Cities of Roseville, Rocklin, and 
Lincoln for the environmental work on the SR 65 Widening (carpool and auxiliary lanes) 
between I-80 and Twelve Bridges Drive (Lincoln Bypass). 

 
3. Distribute the remaining ‘fair and equitable share’ of CMAQ to jurisdictions according to 

their percentage of population, per the Department of Finance’s annual estimates applicable 
to the year in which the CMAQ funds are allocated (e.g., funds allocated in 2014 will use 
2014 population estimates).  This is the same guideline that PCTPA uses for allocation of 
LTF funds every year.  Joint or multi-jurisdictional projects could also be accommodated 
within the ‘fair share’ allocations. 

 
4. Adjust distributions to ensure that jurisdictions not adjacent to the SR 65 corridor (i.e. 

Auburn, Colfax, and Loomis) are “held harmless” and receive the same allocation as under 
the population based formula without the allocation to the SR 65 Widening. 

 
5. CMAQ funding minimum will be $100,000.  This minimum may exceed the share of some 

of the small jurisdictions.  In that case, the discretionary fund will be used to supplement 
these jurisdictions’ ‘fair share’ in order to achieve the $100,000 project minimum. 

 
6. For each proposed CMAQ project, whether funded out of fair share or discretionary funds, 

the jurisdiction/applicant will submit an application to PCTPA that, at a minimum, includes 
the following information. 
 Description of project including justification and need 
 Project schedule by phase including anticipated date project will be open to the public 
 Total cost of project including portion to be funded from CMAQ and amount/source of 

local match 
 Type of CMAQ funds being requested (‘fair share’ and/or ‘discretionary’) and, for ‘fair 

share’ funds, from which jurisdiction’s share (or multiple jurisdictions in the case of a 
joint application). 

 Calculation of air quality benefit/emissions reduction using most recent approved 
California Air Resources Board methodology OR, for Community Design projects, 
SACOG’s PLACE3S model (which calculates reduction in vehicle trips/miles traveled).  
Note: These calculations are required in order to comply with CMAQ guidelines. 

 



7. Each applicant will submit its application(s) by the specified due date to PCTPA.  
Applications will be reviewed by PCTPA staff and the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC).  Staff and TAC recommendations will be forwarded to the Board along with a 
summary of all applications.  The PCTPA Board will prioritize applications for funding from 
the discretionary portion and will approve eligible applications for jurisdictions according to 
the applicable ‘fair share’ distribution guidelines.  The approved projects will then be 
submitted to SACOG for inclusion in the MTP and MTIP. 


