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One region, one voice in D.C.
 
Metro Chamber's annual 'Cap to Cap' trip Washington lets Sacramento area leaders lobby the nation's lawmakers
 

or the 42nd year, the Sacramento 
Metro Chamber's annual Cap-to
Cap delegation advanced on Capitol 

Hill in late April, bringing the region's 
concerns to the decision-makers in 
Washington. Cap-to-Cap is our effort to 
inform, educate and advocate to Con
gress, regulatory agencies, and the ad

ministration on fed
eralpolicyandfund
ing for our region. 
. Our delegation 

included nearly 
300 elected officials, 
community leaders 
and business advo
cates - the largest 
local advocacy effort 
of its kind. 

While we could 
certainly reach out 
to decision-makers ANOTHER VOICE from other regions

CAROL GARCIA and states through 
AND BRIAN DOWD letters, emails and 

phone calls, our 
goals are far more effectively accom
plished by looking people in the eye 
across the table. And when we are sit
ting next to leaders from around the 
greater Sacramento region, our priori
ties carry far more weight than if we are 
sitting by ourselves. 

Another important benefit of work
ing with our neighbors in the six-county 
region through Cap-to-Cap is that the ef
fort strengthens our ability and our re
solve to work together for jobs, econom
ic well-being and regulatory relief. 

In fact, our collaborative approach to 

addressing issues is 'While we could 
a strategic advantage 
for the six-county certainly reach 
Sacramento region. 
Economic competi outto decision
tivenessisachieved makers fromat the regional lev
el, not at the city or other regionscounty level. There
fore, it is of particu and states 
lar importance that 
we work together to tbrough letters, 
influence national 
decisions that affect emailsand 
the region we all call phone calls, ourhome. 

We held more than goals are far245 meetings over 
a jam-packed three more effectively
days, placing our del

egates face-to-face accomplished by

with over 135 regu

latory officials and looking people
 
more than 25 Con
 in the eye acrossgressional and Sen
ate members and the table.'staff. Among those 
we met were repre
sentatives of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Homeland Secu
rity, House Majority Whip Kevin Mc
Carthy and the Obama administration. 
Delegates also discussed policy issues 
with a host of think tanks including the 
Brookings Institution, the Urban Land 
Institute, and the Alliance for Excellent 
Education. 

Fourteen policy teams addressed 
regional issues such as flood con
trol, transportation, highways and 

infrastructure. With an overall theme 
focused on government reform, regula
tory relief and shared responsibility, 56 
policy papers outlined key needs for fed
eral support and action as well as specif
ic requests for federal dollars. 

Through the participation of volun
teers from diverse backgrounds on each 
of our policy teams, we demonstrated 
the integrated nature of our regional 
priorities. A prime example of this is 
our region's effort to have the Natomas 
Levee Improvement Project authorized 
by Congress. Elected officials, health 
care, labor, transportation and public 
safety leaders from all over the Sacra
mento region spoke with one clear voice 
about the importance of the authoriza
tion to our region. 

This approach gives an individual 
community the strength and support of 
the entire region. What is unique about 
this approach is that these same leaders 
will be back in Washington to build on 
existing efforts and advocate on addi
tional priorities next year, and each and 
every subsequent year. 

Forty-two years after itbegan, Cap
to-Cap continues to be instrumental in 
advocating at the federal level for our re
gion. It promotes regional economic de
velopment as it builds on our history of 
cooperation and advances our region's 
growth and economic prosperity. 

CAROL GARCIA, aRoseville City Council member and 
asenior vice president for Community 1st Bank, was 
an honorary vice-chairwoman of the 2012 Cap-to
Cap trip. BRIAN DOWD of Granite Construction Co. 
was Cap-to-Cap program chairman. 
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IN BRIEF 

Reduce air pollution, 
getagrant 

The Placer County Air 
Pollution Control District 
is awarding $931,000 in 
2012 Clean Air Grant 
funds to 10 projects that 
will reduce air pollution 
in Placer County. 

"The Clean Air Grant 
program directly supports 
our primary goal of 
.improving Placer Coun
ty's air quality," said Tom 
Christotk, county air pol
lution control officer. 

In all, the district 
received 19 project appli
cations seeking more 
than $2.7 million in grant 
funding. 

The 2012 grant awards 
were approved by the 
Placer County Air Pollu
tion Control District 
board ofdirectors inApril. 
All but one of the projects 
that received funding will 
be replacing older higher 
polluting off-road equip
ment with equipment 
that has top-of-the-line 
clean burning engines, 
officials said. 

The other project that 
received funding is a Plac
er CountyTransportation 
Agency program 
designed to help to 
reduce traffic congestion 
caused by accidents or 
downed vehicles on Inter
state 80 and State Route 
65 in the Roseville-Rock

lin area. 
The next CleanAir Grant 

application solicitation 
period is expected to open 
up again in January 2013 
and run for two months. 
Visit placer.ca.govI apcd 
during this time for more 
information. 


