
THE SACRAMENTO BEE S~CDoo£00'1 

Back-seat Driver: Freeway revamps 
debut in Sacramento region 
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Freeway expansions don't get done anymore. There's no money available. Or so it's 
reported. But that assertion, as Mark Twain once said about early reports of his death, 
appears to be greatly exaggerated. 

Nearly a half-billion dollars of freeway and interchange work came to completion this week in 
the Sacramento region, some of it paid for by local sales tax, some by voter-approved state 
bonds and some by the federal highway fund. 

The big deal was the $325 million, 11-mile, Highway 65 bypass project, looping west of 
Lincoln in Placer County. It gives commuters a quicker ride from Yuba City and Marysville to 
Interstate 80, and clears up the congestion in downtown Lincoln. 

Supposedly, a Lincoln native, headed home for a visit this week, drove right past town on 
the bypass, wondering: Where'd Lincoln go? 

When the bypass opened at 4:45a.m. Sunday, the first two drivers were longtime backers, 
Councilman Tom Cosgrove and Placer CountyTransportation Planning Agency head Celia 
McAdam. 

"I was thrilled," McAdam said. "I mean, you work on this more than 15 years, and to finally 
see it in concrete!" 

Then she went to her office to deal with the county's next transportation challenge: How to 
fix the dysfunctional Interstate SO/Highway 65 interchange in Roseville. 

Lincoln Mayor Spencer Short reports downtown traffic is calmer this week, main street has a 
cozier feel and pedestrians abound. 

"I've touched base with store owners and they are happy about it," Short said. "Now, it is up 
to the city to make downtown a more attractive location." 

Officials were quick to unveil a new name on street signs Sunday. It's now officially Lincoln 
Boulevard. 

They'll celebrate with a Lincoln Boulevard street fair Saturday, Oct. 20. 
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Downtown Lincoln a genuine destination 

Bypass to put city on new course 

By: jean Lund lincoln News Messenger Publisher 

The Highway 65 Bypass has been completed. For the past 12 years that I have lived in Lincoln, the 

dream of the bypass was not only talked about but diligently worked on by those who had the vision 

of how Lincoln could be in the future. It is hard to believe that vision has actually come true! 

I have watched this progress. In the last 12 years, The Lincoln News Messenger has moved to three 

different locations, all in the downtown area. Each location had its own set of challenges for the 

newspaper; first, we were on Fifth Street for a few years and there was no parking. The community 

was so busy growing that every parking space was used at all times of the day. The next location 

was on G and Seventh streets next to the train tracks in the Old Icehouse. We could never get out of 

the parking lot to cross the street because the truck traffic was so intense. Next and last, we moved 

to the cute, white house on F Street across from the Chamber of Commerce. At this location, we 

were able to avoid the traffic and parking problems that we had on Fifth and G streets. All of this 

moving was done to try and alleviate the parking and maneuvering problems we had because of the 

traffic we were experiencing on G Street. 

From the years 1999-2006, our community grew from about 12,000 residents to 40,000. Downtown 

was very busy with shoppers and diners. Those working on building the bypass went full-steam 

ahead. Our community was prosperous. Then came the economic slowdown and Lincoln 

immediately suffered. Many businesses closed, including Beermann's Restaurant and Bar, which 

employed 93 people. Our community suffered but the bypass plans continued and drove ahead. 

Thank you to City Councilman Tom Cosgrove, former Congressman john Doolittle and many others. 

Now, in October 2012, the bypass has opened. A new vision of the historic downtown is being 

developed. 

Some of the downtown merchants and other interested parties have formed an association, Lincoln 

Downtown Association, to create a plan for the merchants to succeed. Many positive moves are 

being made for the downtown area to become the destination for all ages. The bypass has been 

completed but a new era of growth for the historic downtown is well under way. Come "Discover the 

Charm!" 
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Thousands party downtown 
· continued from A 1 

Saturday marked Lincoln 
Boulevard's dedication 
BY PATIY McALPIN 
LINCOLN NEWS MESSENGER REPORTER 

L 
incolnites and friends of · 
Lincoln welcomed the · 
renaming of the town's · 

main street to Lincoln Boule
vard Saturday with smiles, cam
eras, style and joy. 

A crowd of a few thousand 
enjoyed Saturday's Lincoln 
,Boulevard Celebration festivi
ties, which included a dedica
tion, ribbon cutting, parade, 
music by Dudley and the Doo 
Rights, vendor booths, children's 
activities and a car show. 

Lincoln community service 
officer Paul Tyler estimated "that 
3,000 people took part in the 
celebration." 

Mayor Spencer Short wel
comed residents and visitors 
alike during the Lincoln Boule
vard dedication ceremony to 
visit downtown Lincoln. 

"I enjoy seeing people con
verge on the heart of this com
munity," Cosgrove said. 

Assemblywoman Beth 
Gaines presented Short with a 
certificate from the Assembly, 
congratulating the city on the 
celebration of Lincoln Boule
vard's dedication. 

The ribbon cutting took 
place at the intersection of First 
Street and Lincoln Boulevard. 
Lincoln Area Chamber of Com
merce CEO Bob Romness and 
Judy Bennett held the ribbon. 
Councilman Paul Joiner, 
Gaines, Short, Cosgrove, Placer 
County Transportation Plan
rung Agency executive director 
Celia McAdam, Lincoln City 
Manager Jim Estep and Alyssa 
Cosgrove (Councilman Cos
grove's granddaughter) partici
pated. 

Alyssa's grandfather was the 
parade's grand marshal. Cos
grove rode in a 1915 Ford Mod
elT. 

McAdam and Short rode in a 
1928 Chevrolet and 1930 Ford 
Roadster respectively in the 
parade. Neighborhood Electric 
Vehicles carried Joiner and 
Nader; Gaines waved from a 

The opening of the Highway 
65 Bypass Oct. 7, taking CO:Ql

muter traffic off city streets, 
paved the way for G 
Street/Highway 65 to become 
Lincolrl Boulevard. 1 1965.FordFalcon. 

"This has been 40 years in 
coming," Short said. "This is a 
fantastic day. IJ9Qldorward to_ 
bringing folks downtown and 
residents making a right turn 
here (on Lincoln Boulevard) 
instead of going to the cities 
south of us." 

Short sciid Councilman Tom 
Cosgrove, who has been on the 
City Council16 years, "has been 
a bulldog in helping bring the 
bypass project to fruition." 

"The bypass is open and 
allows our downtown to be 
returned to productive use," 
Short said. 

_. Cosgrove ~aid th~ city'sdown
town has been dormant since G 
Street became Highway 65 and 
the time is now for downtown 
"to :awaken." 

, • SEE DOWNTOWN Pft,GEA16 

The parade route started at 
First Street and ended ,on E 
Street off of First Street. 

A "Good Day Sacramento" 
van parked at the beginning of 
the route. Channel13 reporter 
Ashley Williams said the televi
sion station was there to help 
the city celebrate. 

"Lincoln is a tight-knit com
munity,"Williams said. "It's still 
part of Sacramento." 

The parade included the Vet
erans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, Lincoln High 
School band and cheerleaders, 
baton twirlers, Boy Scouts, an 
evolution of transportation 
that included a horse and bug
gy, tractors, cars, bicycles, 
motorcycles, classic cars from 
Rods & Relics, Neighborhood 
Electric Vehicles and United 
States Marine Corps jeeps. 

Saturday's Lincoln Boulevard ded_ication included an official 
r-ibbon cutting. Mayor Spencer Short a11d Councilman Tom 
Cosgrove, along with Cosgrove's granddaughter Alyssa, do 
~he honors; Als_o taking part in the ceremony is, from left, 
Councilman Paul Joiner, Assemblywoman Beth Gaines, Plac
er County Transportation Planning Agency executive direc
tor Celia McAdam and Lincoln City Manager Jim Estep. 

When they moved to Lincoln When asked what his favorite 
in 1981, George and Ruth Alves part of the parade was, Deacon 
r_ecalled, the city had one stop Blankenfeld said, "The dogs." 
h~?t ~n tpe main street. . . The "Zebra dog" belongs to 
. Things have changed sigmf- , Attitudes owner Nicole Siddle's 
Ic.antly," George Alves said. "It's ' sister, Tammy Anderson. His 
mce to come downtown and i name is Rowan. Rowan was 
not ~ave to,fight multipl~ cars ! joined in the pet parade by 
~nd _hghts. I 11 probably still call \Anderson's other dog, Bricks, a 
~1, Highway 65. After 31 years, Bijon who sported an orange 
Its tough to change. But Lin- I and black coat, and Siddle's 
coln Boulevard will be easier to poodle Hannah whose hair 

b I ' ' ' remem er: t s a _g?o,? Qame~ It was colored green and blue 
r{Jpresei).tS ~hen n IS. with the letters LHS on her 

.. 1\velVe-year Lincoln resident 
1

side. 
Monty Burkholder asked his 1 "I told the shop we had to 
children to repeat after him, ; have a Zebra mascot," Siddle 
"Welcome Lincoln Boulevard." said. 

Burkholder said he is looking Siddle said she and her cus-
forward to the timing of the i tomers "love the change in the 
traffic lights.being changed. atmosphere downtown since 

The pet parade's dogs the bypass opened." 
enthralled children and adults. I "This is bringing so many 
fi{JY-P.~Jls owner~ walke<i p{)t~. people _downtown,:' Siddle said. 
· I loved the standard poodle My chents love It. They can 
groomed to look like a zebra," come q()WJ1 ~p.d pH the 8h()B!> 
StacyWurstim said. and enjoy the~selves without 

Sherri Swenson brought her traffic flymg by. 
sop, Luke, 9; and her grandchil-
dren, Deacon and Aisley 
Blankenfeld, 5 and 2; to see the 
parade. Granddaughter, Kinlee, 
6; twirled a baton in the parade. 



With home sites scarce, developers eye town north of Lincoln 
lincoln Bypass makes commute "'' >''''' c;o ,-,c .,h--_,,:-H -

from Wheatland more practical 
SANFORD NAX I STAFF WRITER 

The economic recovery and a shortage 
of lots has developers looking in some 
unlikely places -like Wheatland, a tiny 
city in Yuba County. 

"Six months ago I would have said, 
'you're crazy,' but timing is everything,'' 
said Kevin Carson, president of the 
Northern California division of the New 
Home Co. "We need a little stronger job 
market, and then it's a given." 

New Home's sales in Lincoln, about 

'We envision 
pretty vigorous 

activity in 
2013andare 

11 miles from Wheat
land on Highway 65, 
have picked up sub
stantially over the 
past few months, 
and lots in that part 
of the metropolitan 
area, and just about 

. . . everywhere else, are 
POSitiDnmg as running low. 

much as we can 
to have projects 

ready togo.' 

Doug Mull 
vice president and regional 

manager, lewis. Group 

Wheatland, with 
about 3,000 resi
dents, seemed like 
Outer Mongolia dur
ing the height of 
the recession. But it 
may be more within 
reach to-developers 
preparing five-year 
plans because of the 
new Lincoln Bypass, 

which cuts the commute time to southern 
Placer County in half. 

The bypass already is the catalyst for 
some development proposals, said Tim 
Raney, Wheatland's community devel
opment director. 

"It is the reason some projects are start
ing to see some life (in Wheatland)," he 
said. "Developers said it is a benefit to 
their projects." 

An approved tentative subdivision 
map for 552 homes at Jones Ranch, near 
Wheatland High School, is close to being 
sold, but could become more valuable as 
houses in the near future. Heritage Oaks 
East, which is along Highway 65, also is 
moving forward. 

DDINIS llcCOY I SACRAMENlll BUSINESS JOURNAL 
The Lincoln Bypass, shown here in September before it opened, has sparked some development proposals for the city of Wheatland. 

The landowner, Lewis Group of Prop
erties, bought the property two years ago 
and is moving forward with steps need
ed to gain development approval, Raney 
said. 

Heritage Oaks East includes the even
tual development of 496 single-family 
dwelling units, 108 multiple-family dwell
ing units, 19.12 acres of commercial us
es, and 23.07 acres of parks on about 176 
acres bounded on the east by Highway 65. 
It is south of Wheatland, between Main 
Street and the Bear River. 

Lewis Group, which has 3,000 lots 
planned between Lincoln and Wheatland 
"within striking distance" of Highway 65, 
wants to be ready if a surge comes. 

"We envision pretty vigorous activity 
in 2013 and are positioning as much as 
we can to have projects ready to go," said 
Doug Mull, vice president and regional 
manager. "We anticipate land develop
ment activities next year." 

Meanwhile, three annexation propos
als are going before the Local Agency 
Formation Commission within the next 
month. They are Nichols Grove, Johnson 
Rancho and Hop Farm, which together 
could lead to more than 14,000 home sites. 

Greg Paquin of The Gregory Group, 
which tracks new-home sales, says 
Wheatland could be a lower-priced al
ternative for people working in southern 
Placer County. 

"Keep in mind that all of the services 
are still in Lincoln, so at this point the 
housing in areas like Wheatland will 
need to be affordable enough for buyers 
to be willing to bypass the higher priced 
areas of Lincoln, which offer better prox
imity to services," he said. 

SANFORD NAX covers real estate, 
planning, development, construction 
and economic issues. 

snax@bizjournals.com 1916-558-7861 SBJGRAPHIC 
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