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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2012 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, September 26, 2012 at 
9:00 a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 
 ATTENDANCE: John Allard   Celia McAdam 
    Sandra Calvert   Luke McNeel-Caird 

Tom Cosgrove   David Melko 
    Steve Harvey   Solvi Sabol 
    Jim Holmes   Sue Sholtis 
    Mike Holmes 
    Kirk Uhler 
    Scott Yuill    
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Jim Holmes and second by Calvert, the minutes of the August 29, 2012 PCTPA 
Board meeting were approved as submitted, with Uhler and Yuill abstaining. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
Tom Cosgrove noted Item I under Consolidated Transportation Services Agency will be heard 
before the Airport Land Use Commission item due to schedule issues. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Allard and second by Yuill, the Board unanimously approved the Consent 
Calendar as submitted.   
 
“WAY TO GO” WEEK DESIGNATION 
Solvi Sabol asked the Board to designate the first week of October as Placer County’s Way to Go 
week.  This program is promoted throughout local schools and timed with International Walk to 
School Week.  Recognizing that walking is not always feasible to walk to school, this program’s 
scope has been broadened to include all different alternative ways to get to school such as biking, 
carpooling and taking the bus.  The goal of the program is to reduce the number of cars in and 
out of school parking lots. 
 
Walk to School events have been planned with the City of Auburn, Safe Kids Placer County, Fed 
Ex, local jurisdictions fire and safety and the California Highway Patrol. 
 
Sandra Calvert noted she did not see NEVs as an alternative mode and asked if that would apply.  
Sabol responded it would apply, noting the goal is to reduce the number of cars in and out of the 
school parking lots. 
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Upon motion by Mike Holmes and second by Jim Holmes, the Board unanimously adopted 
Resolution #12-18 declaring October 1-5, 2012 as Placer County’s Way to Go week, adding 
NEVs as an additional alternative mode of travel to the resolution.   
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
NOMINATION OF WPCTSA REPRESENTATIVE TO SENIORS FIRST, INC. BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 
Celia McAdam noted we provide Seniors First about $420,000 a year of Transportation 
Development Act Article 4.5 funds for senior and disabled transportation.  Seniors First is 
recruiting for Board Members.  Since our funding is about 20% of Senior First’s budget, staff 
feels it would be good stewardship for a representative of CTSA to sit on their Board and ensure 
our funds are used appropriately.  Staff asked the Board to designate a representative for the 
Seniors First, Inc., Board of Directors. 
 
Mike Holmes asked staff if they recommended a member of the CTSA Board or staff member to 
be nominated to the Seniors First Board.  McAdam preferred that a Board Member be nominated 
since that would carry more weight with that group but she is cognizant of all the member’s 
various commitments.  In the absence of a Board Member volunteer, the Board could nominate a 
staff person.  Tom Cosgrove noted if a staff member sat on the Board it would affect the budget 
and resource allocation and wound need to be included in our Overall Work Program.   
 
Sandra Calvert volunteered to be nominated to the Seniors First, Inc., Board of Directors. 
 
Upon motion by Allard and second by Uhler, the Board unanimously designated Sandra Calvert 
of the Western Placer Consolidated Transportation Services Agency as the nominee for the 
Seniors First, Inc., Board of Directors. 
 
ADJOURN AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION 
 
AIRPORT LAND USE COMPATIBILITY PLAN (ALUCP) UPDATE PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP 
David Melko asked the Board to conduct a workshop to obtain public input on the update of the 
Placer County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP).  He noted that the Agency 
secured a grant from Caltrans Division of Aeronautics to begin this plan update.  The last plan 
was adopted in 2000 and the update will take about 18 months.  Consultants Ken Brody and 
Maranda Thompson from Mead & Hunt were introduced as being available to respond to 
inquiries. 
 
Melko provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Airport Land Use Commission, the 
Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan and summarized the next steps in this update process. 
 
Mike Holmes inquired whether, based on the preliminary work performed, staff foresees any 
significant changes from the 2000 plan.  Melko responded the update will focus on conforming 
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to the new State guidance as well as incorporating Auburn and Lincoln’s updated Master Plans.  
Land uses in the vicinity have also changed all of which warrants an update to our plan. 
 
Steve Harvey commented on his experiences with existing airports being sued over noise factors 
by those in housing developments built later.  Harvey asked if including the airport in deed 
notifications would prevent the airports from being sued due to noise levels.  Celia McAdam 
indicated that would not prevent homeowners from suing, although deed restrictions do make it 
more difficult for homeowners to prevail.  Melko clarified in some areas there will be deed 
notices and other areas further away from the airport there will be disclosure notices.   
 
Mike Holmes departed the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Sandra Calvert inquired, when sending out disclosure notices, is it noted that noise levels could 
increase in the future?  McAdam is not aware of the specific wording in the disclosures.  
Cosgrove noted there is the potential of extending the runway at the Lincoln Airport which 
would increase the capacity for larger planes.  Cosgrove feels this is something we should look at 
and perhaps modify the disclosure notices. 
 
Jim Holmes asked about limited land uses in some of the zones, such as hospitals or schools,  
and asked if a church or dance academy or something of that nature were allowed in those zones.  
Ken Brody stated that would depend on where that location would be relative to the airport.  
With any type of intense gathering of people, safety is a concern in the zones that have higher 
potential for aircraft accidents.   
 
Walter Wilson, Auburn Aviation Association, asked Melko to go back two frames in his 
presentation to the diagram of the Auburn Airport to look at the designated areas.  Cosgrove 
noted there was an update for Auburn Airport in 2007. 
 
John Margowski, Placer Environmental, commended staff for noticing property owners that will 
be affected by the changes in the configurations.  Margowski noted a lot of the properties that are 
undeveloped are not consistent with the current ALUC plan.  Margowski has a concern for the 
property owners that the zones were changed because the noise contours extended outward and 
potentially you could extend the zones outward and property is devalued. 
 
Cosgrove commented the potential changes do have an effect on the uses around the airport.  
Cosgrove noted homeowners currently residing in the zones should be protected from inverse 
condemnation.  The Commission has had several projects come before the Board and Cosgrove 
noted the local jurisdictions always have the final decision on projects even if it is not consistent 
with this Commission’s findings.  Cosgrove suggested that during the first 12 months that the 
Technical Working Group and the Stakeholder Group have joint meetings to directly discuss 
information and issues.  
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 2012 PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE 
David Melko reported the annual unmet transit needs process has commenced.  The 
Transportation Development Act (TDA) requires that we go through this process before we 
make any allocations of TDA funds to jurisdictions for non-public transportation purposes. 



  Page 4 

 

 
A series of workshops have been scheduled throughout the jurisdictions and a public hearing will 
be conducted at our October Board meeting.  A cooperative workshop with social service 
agencies with the Placer Collaborative Network has also been scheduled.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Celia McAdam explained staff is looking at consolidating our November and December Board 
meetings.  Although most Board members are available on December 5, McAdam inquired about 
Board Members’ availability on November 28, the week after Thanksgiving.  There was Board 
consensus to hold the combined November/December meeting on November 28. 
 
McAdam advised Board Members that the California Transportation Commission will be voting 
on the Lincoln Bypass Project, Phase 2A this afternoon or tomorrow which would allow us to 
utilize $5M of savings to extend the road another .7 miles north of Wise Road. 
 
Phase 1 of the Lincoln Bypass, the four-lane project from Industrial/Lincoln Blvd. to Nelson 
Lane and two lanes north of that, is a project we have been working on for decades.  The Grand 
Opening event will be held October 5 at 10:00 a.m., recognizing all the agencies who have 
worked on this project.  The ceremony will be conducted on the Bypass at Ferrari Ranch Road.  
Access to the Bypass for cyclists and pedestrians will be provided from noon to 4:00 p.m.  After 
that the contractors will remove detours for opening the Bypass up to traffic in the middle of the 
night, early morning on Monday, October 8.  McAdam recognized DeSilva Gates, the 
construction firm, is underwriting the costs of the ceremony.  Board Members were provided 
commemorative license plate holders and a framed aerial photo of the Bypass area.  These 
commemorative items have also been distributed to Caltrans and other agencies who have 
worked on this project. 
 
Tom Cosgrove added that parking will be available at the Holiday Inn at Ferrari Ranch Road 
with shuttles taking participants to the site of the ribbon cutting.  On October 20 the City of 
Lincoln is conducting a parade starting at First Street and going up to Seventh Street at 9:00 a.m. 
to celebrate the reclaiming of Highway 65 as Lincoln Boulevard for Lincoln’s local use.  
Everyone is invited to this celebration. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Tom Cosgrove, Chair 
Executive Director 
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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  October 9, 2012
  
FROM:          Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: FY 2012/13 OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) AND BUDGET – 

AMENDMENT #1 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt the attached FY 2012/13 Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget – Amendment #1 and 
authorize the Executive Director to submit it to Caltrans. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The OWP should provide a description of the activities to be undertaken by the agency in the 
coming year, along with detailed budget information.  Aside from being prudent administrative 
practice, the adoption of an OWP and Budget each year is also a state requirement for all 
Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs).  
 
It is expected that, as each fiscal year progresses, situations and priorities will change, and work 
activities and budgets must be updated correspondingly.  For that reason, amendments to the 
OWP and Budget are normally expected during the fiscal year. The Board approved the Final FY 
2012/13 OWP and Budget at your May 2012 meeting.  
 
DISCUSSION 
The Overall Work Program delineates the latest information on the efforts the Board has directed 
staff to undertake in FY 2012/13.  The accompanying budget covers those activities as specified, 
and reflects the Agency’s current financial status.   
 
There have been a number of refinements to the FY 2012/13 OWP and Budget since adopted 
earlier this year.  A summary of the more significant changes are noted below: 

Work Program 

 The Bay to Basin Travel Study (WE 71) is added, documenting PCTPA’s in kind 
contribution and participation with El Dorado County Transportation Commission 
(EDCTC), the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, and numerous other transportation 
planning agencies to identify the impact of regional tourism travel on our state highways, 
including I-80 and SR 49.  EDCTC is the lead agency for the study, which is largely 
funded by a Caltrans planning grant.    

 Intergovernmental Coordination (WE 12) adds efforts to advise and assist jurisdictions in 
advocating for local transportation issues with State and Federal agencies. 

 Caltrans has provided a list of their regional planning activities within our area, which are 
now included in the OWP, as are efforts on Project Initiation Document (PID) 
development. 
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Budget 

In closing out the books for FY 2011/12, the budgetary outlook for FY 2012/13 looks a bit better 
than anticipated.  Revenues, including the Local Transportation Fund (LTF), are up and we have 
a small carryover of approximately $7,700, allowing us to replenish our operating reserves closer 
to $487,000, the 15% recommended standard. 
 
Budgetary adjustments include: 

 Reserves of $400,000 for PCTPA are restored.  Reserves of $75,000 are maintained for 
Nevada Station. 

 The update to the Regional Transportation Plan (WE 20) includes $30,000 in funding for 
a consultant to assist with the required environmental document 

 Funding is added for State Advocacy Services to support obtaining state discretionary 
actions, such as funding allocations or design exceptions, on an as needed basis. 

 Reprinting of bikeway maps is added to WE 33 Bikeway Planning. 
 Funding was adjusted for various work elements, including the Congestion Management 

Program (WE 30), Transit Schedule Coordination (WE 76) and Freeway Service Patrol 
(WE 80) to reflect actual grant awards and distribution. 

 

Staffing 

The overall staffing plan remains stable at 6.8 full time equivalent employees.    
 
CM 
Attachment 
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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  October 1, 2012
  
FROM: David Melko, Senior Transportation Planner  
  
SUBJECT: 9:15 – TIMED ITEM:  ANNUAL UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS PUBLIC 

HEARING 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Conduct a public hearing to obtain public testimony on unmet transit needs that may exist in 
Placer County. 
 
BACKGROUND 
One of the key responsibilities for Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs) such as 
PCTPA is the unmet transit needs process. PCTPA must annually hold at least one public 
hearing to obtain comments on the unmet transit needs that exist within Placer jurisdictions 
(excluding that portion that is within the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) area) and 
that might be reasonable to meet. 
   
PCTPA focuses on those services that meet the adopted definition of an “unmet transit need” and 
are consistent with the criteria for being considered “reasonable to meet.” Services may include 
establishing, contracting for, or expanding transportation services. The definition was amended 
by the Board of Directors on September 27, 2006, and is shown in Attachment 1.   
 
DISCUSSION 
In addition to the public hearing the Board is holding as part of today’s meeting, public 
workshops have been held in Auburn, Lincoln, Loomis, Rocklin, Roseville and North Lake 
Tahoe prior to the public hearing. Staff will summarize the public input received at the 
workshops at the public hearing. A workshop with social service agencies will be held in 
collaboration with the Placer Collaborative Network (PCN) on October 31, 2012.  
 
Each of the public workshops and the public hearing were advertised in local newspapers, along 
with flyers in English and Spanish distributed by the transit operators.  The public comment 
period for this year’s unmet transit needs process will conclude on November 30, 2012.  
Public comments can be submitted at the October 24 public hearing, or via phone, fax, mail,  
e-mail, or through PCTPA’s web site.   
 
PCTPA will summarize and analyze all of the testimony. Staff will review the draft report with 
the Social Services Transportation Advisory Committee (SSTAC) and the TAC in January and 
return to the Board in February 2013 with the final report. If, based on the adopted definition and 
criteria any unmet transit needs are determined to be reasonable to meet by the Board of 
Directors, they must be funded in the next fiscal year prior to any TDA funds being allocated for 
streets and roads purposes.   
 



PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 

TDA DEFINITIONS 
Pursuant to PUC Section 99401.5(c) 

Adopted 11/8/92 
Amended 3/23/94 
Amended 9/22/99 
Amended 9/27/06 

 
Unmet Transit Need 
 

  An unmet transit need is an expressed or identified need, which is not currently being 
met through the existing system of public transportation services.  Unmet transit needs 
are also those needs required to comply with the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

 
Reasonable To Meet 
 
Unmet transit needs may be found to be "reasonable to meet" if all of the following  criteria 
prevail: 
 
1)  Service, which if implemented or funded, would result in the responsible service 

meeting the farebox recovery requirement specified in California Code of Regulations 
Sections 6633.2 and 6633.5, and Public Utilities Code 99268.2, 99268.3, 99268.4, and 
99268.5. 
 

2) Notwithstanding Criterion 1) above, an exemption to the required farebox recovery 
requirement is available to the claimant for extension of public transportation services, 
as defined by California Code of Regulations Section 6633.8, and Public Utilities Code 
99268.8. 

 
3) Service, which if implemented or funded, would not cause the responsible operator to 

incur expenditures in excess of the maximum amount of Local Transportation Funds, 
State Transit Assistance Funds, Federal Transit Administration Funds, and fare 
revenues and local support, as defined by Sections 6611.2 and 6611.3 of the California 
Administrative Code, which may be available to the claimant. 

 
4) Community support exists for the public subsidy of transit services designed to address 

the unmet transit need, including but not limited to, support from community groups, 
community leaders, and community meetings reflecting a commitment to public transit. 

 
5) The need should be in conformance with the goals included in the Regional 

Transportation Plan. 
 
6) The need is consistent with the intent of the goals of the adopted Short Range Transit 

Plan for the applicable jurisdiction. 
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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  October 9, 2012
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director 

Luke McNeel-Caird, Senior Planner/Engineer 
 

  
SUBJECT: I-80/SR 65 INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – SR 65 

VIADUCT RESTRIPING AND I-80 WESTBOUND AUXILIARY LANE 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Direct staff to pursue authorizations required to: 

1. Construct an auxiliary lane on westbound Interstate 80 (I-80) between the Douglas 
Boulevard on-ramp and the Riverside Avenue off-ramp as a separate project.  

2. Restripe the northbound State Route (SR) 65 viaduct from 2 to 3 lanes as a phase of the I-
80/SR 65 Interchange Improvement project. 
 

BACKGROUND 
On January 25, the Board conducted Community Workshop #2 on the I-80/SR 65 Interchange 
Improvement Project.  PCTPA, along with the Caltrans, Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), the cities of Lincoln, Rocklin, Roseville, and the County of Placer, are project partners. 
 
The Board discussed seven concepts that were developed for the I-80/SR 65 interchange. Board 
members also inquired about the potential to restripe the existing northbound SR 65 viaduct from 
2 to 3 lanes; and the possibility of an auxiliary lane on westbound I-80 from Douglas to 
Riverside. Based on Board direction, staff has worked with the CH2M HILL consultant team to 
further investigate the feasibility of these two improvements. A focused meeting with Caltrans 
and FHWA staff was held on October 4th to present the findings of the project feasibility 
analysis. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Both the westbound I-80 auxiliary lane and the restriping of the northbound SR 65 viaduct are 
under consideration as accelerated improvements to the congestion problems at these locations. 
However, they would not replace the need for the larger, long-term I-80/SR 65 Interchange 
Improvement Project.  Moreover, each would need special permissions from Caltrans, known as 
design exceptions, to allow variances from highway standards. 
 
The westbound I-80 auxiliary lane between Douglas and Riverside has two potential concepts. 
The first concept would use the existing pavement with non-standard shoulders requiring 
approval of a design exception from both Caltrans and FHWA, at a preliminary cost estimate of 
$3 million. The second concept would require additional pavement construction but would 
provide standard shoulder widths, at a preliminary cost estimate of $6 million.  Either concept 
would have an anticipated approval and construction process between 2-1/2 and 3 years. 
 
The northbound SR 65 viaduct restriping would result in non-standard lanes and shoulders that 
would require approval of several design exceptions from Caltrans and possibly FHWA. It is 
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anticipated the approval and construction process will take 2-1/2 to 3 years. The preliminary cost 
estimate to construct this improvement ranges from $750,000 to $1 million.  
 
PCTPA staff, along with the CH2M HILL consultant team, will provide the Board with an 
overview of the work to determine the viability of the northbound SR 65 viaduct restriping and 
the I-80 westbound auxiliary lane ideas, and the pros and cons identified so far.   
 
State and Federal Agency Issues 
PCTPA will need to resolve Caltrans and FHWA issues to obtain the design exceptions needed 
to construct either or both projects.  The primary concerns expressed by those agencies relate to 
public safety and liability issues associated with permitting construction of non-standard 
highway facilities.   
 
Caltrans staff was supportive of the I-80 westbound auxiliary lane project, especially providing 
standard shoulder widths with concept 2.  However, they raised concerns about the northbound 
SR 65 restriping related to narrow lanes and shoulders on a raised viaduct potentially increasing 
accident rates, as well as the resulting major congestion and safety issues.  Caltrans staff was 
interested in further evaluating other short term alternatives to reduce traffic backups, such as 
ramp meters, or widening the viaduct to provide standard shoulders.   
 
Local Issues 
The preliminary information was also shared with the PCTPA TAC, which generally agreed both 
projects should be pursued further.  The TAC did discuss the safety issues and the need for 
adequate shoulders on I-80 next to the recently constructed carpool lanes. 
 
CM:LM:ss 
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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE: October 1, 2012
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director 

David Melko, Senior Transportation Planner 
 

  
SUBJECT: FY 2012/13 WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES AGENCY BUDGET AMENDMENT #1 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt the FY 2012/13 Budget Amendment #1 for the Western Placer Consolidated Transportation 
Services Agency (WPCTSA). 
 
BACKGROUND 
As a government entity, WPCTSA must adopt an annual budget for income and expenditures, based 
on projections for the coming year.  As the actual income and expenses are finalized as each fiscal 
year progresses, refinements will be necessary.  For that reason, amendments to the budget are 
normally expected during the fiscal year. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Attachment 1 provides the operating and capital budget summary for the WPCTSA for FY 2012/13 
as provided in Amendment #1. The FY 2012/13 operating budget is consistent with the adopted 
WPCTSA Short Range Transit Plan. 
 
Overall operating expenditures now total $1,198,935, a 1% increase compared to the adopted 
budget. The increase in operating expenditures is primarily due to several expense categories, such 
as legal, fiscal audits, and accounting, that were inadvertently omitted from the adopted June 
budget. 
 
Operating revenues are up 5% over the adopted budget and now total $1,361,352. Combined LTF 
Article 4.5 and STA make up the large majority of the revenue increase. 
 
An end of the year operating budget surplus of $162,417 is projected, which is intended to be 
carried over into FY 2013/14. 
 
Attachment 1 also includes the capital budget summary. There are no proposed changes to the 
capital budget adopted by the Board in June 2012. 



 Capital Revenue (Allocations) FY 2012/13 Proposed
 FY 2011/12 Final 
Amendment #2 

 Prior Year Prop 1B Allocations (1)  $                                          -  $                               217,212 
Prop 1B PTMISEA (2) -$                                           15,000$                                 
Prop 1B TSSSDRA (2) -$                                           8,356$                                   

Total Capital Revenue -$                                           240,568$                               

Capital Expenditures FY 2012/13 Proposed
 FY 2011/12 Final 
Amendment #2 

Prior Year Prop 1B Applications (1)  $                                          -  $                               217,212 
Vehicle Tracking -$                                           
Community Transit Enhancement Projects -$                                           -$                                           

Total Capital Expenses -$                                           217,212$                               

Capital Revenue to Capital Expenditure 
Comparison FY 2012/13 Proposed

 FY 2011/12 Final 
Amendment #2 

Fund Balance -$                                           23,356$                                 

budget amendment occurring fall 2012.
2. The State Controller has not released 2012/13 Prop 1B allocation estimates. Once they are available they  will be reflected in a  
1. Applications have been submitted for entire allocation amounts shown.

Notes

Western Placer CTSA Capital Budget Summary
FY 2012/13

June 2012 - No Amendment



Difference
PCTPA Staff Administration MOU - Per PCTPA OWP WE #23 (1) 116,127$          117,042$          (915)$                
Legal Services 4,000$              0 4,000$              
Placer Collaborative Network (PCN) Membership 125$                 0 125$                 
WPCTSA / Seniors First Board Member Contribution 300$                 0 300$                 
Accounting Services 500$                 0 500$                 
Fiscal Auditors (TDA) 5,000$              0 5,000$              
Direct Expenses (2) 1,500$              0 1,500$              

Subtotal  PCTPA Administration 127,552$          117,042$          10,510$            
Existing Programs
Seniors First - Health Express / NEMT (3) 550,000$          550,000$          -$                  
Seniors First - Volunteer Door-to-Door Rides (3) 100,000$          100,000$          -$                  
Seniors First - Voucher Program 10,000$            10,000$            -$                  
Transit Ambassador Program 30,000$            30,000$            -$                  
Transit Planning/Workshops 7,500$              7,500$              -$                  

New Programs
Dial-a-Ride CTSA Trips Reimbursement 82,500$            82,500$            -$                  
Health Express Pilot: Sheridan, Foresthill & 2nd Daily Trip to Sacramento Medical Facilities 35,000$            35,000$            -$                  
Bus Pass Subsidy Program 50,000$            50,000$            -$                  
Mileage Reimbursement Program 50,000$            50,000$            -$                  

Operating Reserve (4) 156,383$          154,806$          1,577$              
Subtotal Existing & New Programs 1,071,383$      1,069,806$       1,577$             

Total Operating Expenditures 1,198,935$       1,186,848$       12,087$            

Difference
FY 2012/13 LTF Article 4.5 (5) $685,940 $624,813 61,127$            
FY 2012/13 State Transit Assistance (5) $70,666 $63,537 7,129$              
Prior Year Deferred Revenue (6) $388,282 $387,729 553$                 
Interest Income $2,847 $0 2,847$              
Excess Operating Reserve to Revenue $8,617 $10,194 (1,577)$             
Seniors First match toward Health Express Pilot Program (3) $125,000 $125,000 -$                  
Seniors First match toward Volunteer Door-to-Door Pilot Program (3) $55,000 $55,000 -$                  
Non-Profit Agency Match for New Programs (6) $25,000 $25,000 -$                  
FTA 5317 Urban New Freedom Grant (SACOG) $0 $0 -$                  
FTA 5317 Rural New Freedom Grant (Caltrans) $0 $0 -$                  

Total Operating 1,361,352$       1,291,273$       70,080$            

FY 2012/13 
Amendment #1

FY 2012/13 
Adopted Difference

Fund Balance 162,417$         104,424$          $57,993

2. Direct expenses include auto, advertising, meeting, conference & training, postage, printing, and travel.
3. Represents fully allocated costs. Revenue is contributed by Seniors First as a local match toward Health Express and Volunteer Door-to-Door projects.

6. Unaudited as of June 30, 2012.
5. WPCTSA final allocation for FY 2012/13 approved at 4.0% by PCTPA in August 2012.

7. Reflects revenue attributable to non-profit match for new programs.

Attachment 1: Western Placer CTSA Proposed Operating Budget Summary
FY 2012/13 - Amendment #1

 Operating Revenue 

Operating Expenditures

October 2012

FY 2012/13 
Adopted

FY 2012/13 
Amendment #1

FY 2012/13 
Adopted

FY 2012/13 
Amendment #1

Operating Revenue to Operating Expenditure Comparison

1. Staff Administration includes indirect expenses.

4. The Government Finance Officers Association recommends an operating reserve of up to 15%.  Excess operating reserve goes to operating revenue.

Notes
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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2012 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: Megan Siren, City of Auburn 
Alan Mitchell, Ponticello Enterprises, City of Colfax 
Ken Grehm, Placer County Public Works 
Rich Moorehead, Placer County Public Works 
Angel Green, Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
Scott Gandler, City of Roseville 
Mike Wixon, City of Roseville 
Gary Arnold, Caltrans 
Rick Helman, Caltrans 
Dianira Soto, Caltrans 
 
Celia McAdam, PCTPA 
Luke McNeel-Caird, PCTPA 
David Melko, PCTPA 
Sue Sholtis, PCTPA 
 

 
PCTPA FY 2012/13 Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget – Amendment #1 
Celia McAdam provided highlights of Amendment 1 to the Overall Work Program (OWP) and 
Budget that was adopted in May, noting that the budget remains in balance.  We have added 
Work Element 71, Bay to Basin Travel Study.  PCTPA will be working with El Dorado County 
Transportation Commission, Nevada County Transportation Commission, Amador County 
Transportation Commission, Caltrans and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency looking at 
impacts of tourism travel and seeking any state funding for improvements to these corridors as a 
result of this tourism travel.  In addition, Caltrans’ regional planning information has been added 
to this amendment; increased LTF dollars have been included as well as changes to the FSP and 
carryover. 
 
McAdam asked TAC members to please contact her with any comments.  We will bring this 
OWP and Budget Amendment to the PCTPA Board for approval at our October Board meeting. 
 
Caltrans Corridor System Management Plans (CSMP) Update 
Rick Helman announced that Caltrans is updating the 2009 Corridor System Management Plans 
(CSMPs.)  Helman presented information on why the CSMPs are being updated, how they are 
being updated and requested TAC members’ assistance in this updating process.  Portions of I-80 
and SR 49 in Placer County are included in this 2012 update.  Helman obtained contact 
information from TAC members and will send information to obtain comments. 
 
Celia McAdam inquired how Caltrans will handle conflicting priorities from different counties.  
Helman responded Caltrans will explore this issue as priorities are ascertained. 
 
WPCTSA Budget Amendment #1 
David Melko provided TAC members with Amendment 1 to WPCTSA’s proposed operating 
budget.  Melko stated the principle difference is several expense categories were inadvertently 
omitted from the adopted June budget which increases the operating expenditures.  There is also 
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an increase to LTF and STA revenues.  This budget amendment will be brought before the 
CTSA Board at its October Board meeting. 
 
I-80/SR 65 Interchange Traffic Operations Analysis Preliminary Results 
Luke McNeel-Caird noted as part of the I-80/SR 65 I/C project the Board instructed staff to look 
into the possibility of restriping the existing NB SR65 viaduct from two to three lanes and the 
possibility of an auxiliary lane on WB I-80 from Douglas to Riverside.  Our consultant, CH2M 
HILL, has provided design and traffic analysis for these proposed improvements.   
 
Caltrans’ feedback regarding the NB SR65 concept included their concern of traffic safety on the 
raised viaduct and no shoulder for emergency vehicles.  This is a safety issue that needs to be 
worked out before they will allow the required design exceptions.  This interim project would 
cost around $1M and would eliminate the current queue on EB I-80, with our ultimate goal being 
to improve the interchange.  Another  consideration was ramp meters on I-80 WB to SR 65.  We 
would seek feedback from local jurisdictions on that option.   
 
Mike Wixon inquired what the process would entail in working out the safety issues.  Celia 
McAdam said that a design exception is required to perform this interim project and mentioned it 
may be wise to have our attorney present at the Board meeting to discuss the potential liability 
implications.   
 
McNeel-Caird indicated the I-80 WB auxiliary lane between Douglas and Riverside proposal has 
two potential concepts.  The first concept would be to move the median barrier.  Caltrans’ 
reaction to this is mixed since there would be substandard shoulders.  The second concept is to 
add 12’ of pavement to add a lane.  Caltrans liked this concept better, as it maintains standard 
shoulder widths.  The cost differential in these two concepts is option one would cost $3M and 
option two would cost $6M.  Gary Arnold commented the tiebreaker could be litigation issues. 
 
A presentation will be conducted at our October 24 Board meeting where we will be seeking 
Board direction on these proposals. 
 
Other Issues/Upcoming Deadlines 
David Melko mentioned unmet transit needs workshops are ongoing.  The Public Hearing will be 
conducted at 9:15 a.m. at our October 24 Board meeting.  The public can submit comments 
during these workshops or via PCTPA’s website, U.S. mail, phone, fax or email. 
 
Melko noted as part of the Transportation Development Act we are required to perform a 
Triennial Performance Audit every three years.  A kickoff workshop was conducted and this 
process has commenced. 
 
Celia McAdam informed TAC members that our combined November/December TAC meeting 
will be November 6 and our combined Board meeting will be November 28.  McAdam reminded 
TAC members that CMAQ applications are due November 1. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 
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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

Cobblestone Elementary 
(Rocklin) Walk to School event - 
October 3, 2012 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  October 9, 2012
  
FROM: Luke McNeel-Caird, Senior Planner/Engineer 
  Solvi Sabol, Alternative Transportation Manager & Freeway Service Patrol  
                                 Coordinator 
  
SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT 
 
 
1. TDM & Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) Report 

The week of October 1, 2012 or Way to Go Week as designated by the PCTPA Board in 
September was very eventful with four Walk to School days at area schools in Placer 
County.  Hundreds of students and 
parents participated by meeting up at 
a designated location and walking 
into school.  These events were 
coordinated by PCTPA in partnership 
with Safe Kids Placer County, City 
of Auburn, Auburn Police 
Department, Rocklin Police 
Department, Rocklin Fire, Placer 
County Sheriff, FedEx, Auburn Fire 
and cadets, CalFire, principals, 
teachers and volunteer parents. 

Participating students were given 
reflective wrist bands, taught the 
importance about being seen, and safe 
walking practices.  While walking was the primary focus of 
these events, the Way to Go program encourages all alternative ways to travel to school 
to help relieve traffic congestion and improve air quality in and around schools.   
 

2. I-80/SR 65 Interchange Improvements Project – PA&ED Phase 
A focused project concept refinement meeting was held on September 26, 2012. 
Preliminary traffic operations analysis was used to refine the six proposed project 
concepts under design year (2040) conditions. The recommended refinements were 
presented at the Project Development Team (PDT) meeting on October 9, 2012. The 
concepts will be further refined to develop a set of project alternatives for use in the 
environmental document. It is anticipated that the proposed project alternatives will be 
presented to the Board at the next public workshop in early 2013. 
 
The consultant team led by CH2M HILL is currently evaluating the restripe of 
northbound SR 65 between I-80 and Galleria Boulevard and adding an auxiliary lane on 
westbound I-80 between Douglas Boulevard and Riverside Boulevard. The preliminary  
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results were presented to FHWA and Caltrans staff at a meeting held on October 4, 2012 
to determine the feasibility of the projects. The preliminary results were also reviewed by 
the TAC and a presentation will be made by staff and the consultant team at the October 
Board meeting. 

 
3. Placer Parkway Phase 1 (SR 65 to Foothills Boulevard) 

On September 12, PCTPA staff attended the Project Development Team (PDT) meeting 
for the first segment of Placer Parkway from State Route 65 (Whitney Ranch Parkway) to 
Foothills Boulevard.  Placer County is the lead agency for this phase of Placer Parkway. 
The project is starting the Project Approval & Environmental Document (PA&ED) phase 
using the traffic forecasts developed for the I-80/SR 65 Interchange Improvement Project. 
Meeting topics included proposed improvements, environmental issues, and schedule. 



 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Celia McAdam 
  
FROM: AIM Consulting   
 
DATE:  October 10, 2012  
 
RE:  September 2012 Monthly Report  
  
 
The following is a summary of public information work performed by AIM 
Consulting (AIM) on behalf of Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
(PCTPA) Between September 3, 2012 and October 5, 2012.  
 
AIM continued to work with Executive Director Celia McAdam to plan the grand 
opening for the Lincoln Bypass.   
 
AIM worked with McAdam to draft and distribute a multiple news releases 
announcing the date for the Grand Opening Celebration on October 5, the 
plans for opening the Bypass to traffic on October 8, and the Media Tour of the 
Bypass planned for September 28.   
 
Additionally, AIM worked with McAdam to develop content for the September 
edition of PCTPA’s e-newsletter for stakeholders and residents.  The newsletter 
was distributed on September 18. 
 
On September 28, AIM and PCTPA held a Media preview tour of the Lincoln 
Bypass for local media representatives. 
 
The Lincoln Bypass Grand Opening Celebration was held on October 5, 2012.  
The event was well attended by the local community and the media.   
 
Following is a capsule summary of activities:  
  



PCTPA September Monthly Report  
Page 2 of 4 
 
 

Media Relations  
 
Lincoln Bypass Information Outreach  
 
During the month of September, AIM worked with PCTPA to draft and distribute 
the following news releases: 
 

 Highway 65 Lincoln Bypass Media Tour set for September 28, 2012,” was 
drafted and distributed on September 7, 2012, altering the media of the 
planned preview tour of key locations along the Bypass.  

 “Highway 65 Lincoln Bypass Grand Opening Celebration set for October 
5, 2012; Lincoln Bypass opens to regular traffic on Monday, October 8” 
was drafted and distributed September 12, 2012, alerting residents and 
the media of the Grand Opening date and the date the Bypass will open 
to traffic, it included the “countdown to connection” map which illustrates 
the activity that will take place to open the Bypass.   

 “Lincoln Bypass Grand Opening Celebration set for October 5th,” was 
drafted and distributed on October 2, 2012, alerting the media of the 
Grand Opening Celebration.  

 AIM updated the Lincoln Bypass website with current information.  
 

AIM also planned and 
coordinated the media preview 
tour of the Bypass which was held 
on September 28, 2012.  The 
purpose of the media tour was to 
allow local outlets to view the 
Bypass, receive important facts 
and information, and to film 
footage for future broadcasts.  
The tour was attended by 
representatives from: ABC News 
10, FOX 40, Good Day 
Sacramento, CBS 13, the 
Sacramento Bee, and the Lincoln 

News Messenger.   
 
Following the media tour, the project received media coverage on September 
28th in the following outlets: CBS 13, News 10, Fox 40, and the Lincoln News 
Messenger.      
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Lincoln Bypass Phase 1 Grand Opening Planning 
 
AIM attended the Lincoln Bypass team planning meeting and held multiple 
planning meetings with McAdam.  AIM also toured the Grand Opening 
celebration location.  During the month of September, final event details were 
coordinated and invitations were sent via mail and email.  AIM also worked with 
local car clubs, NEV clubs, and cycling clubs to ensure attendance at the grand 
opening and to secure volunteers for the event.      
 
Planning Ahead 
 
AIM finalized content and formatted the September edition of PCTPA’s e-
newsletter.  The September edition of the newsletter included information on the 
new federal transportation bill, a history of the Lincoln Bypass project and 
information about the Grand Opening Celebration, and a Board Highlight on 
Tom Cosgrove.   
 
The newsletter was distributed on September 18, 2012 and received an open 
rate of 49 percent, with 36 percent of readers clicking to view the Lincoln Bypass 
Grand Opening invitation flyer. 
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Lincoln Bypass Grand Opening Celebration 

 
The Lincoln Bypass Grand Opening Celebration 
was held on October 5, 2012.  Over 500 people 
attended to celebrate the longest stretch of 
new highway built in California in the last 10 
years.  Tom Cosgrove served as master of 
ceremonies and key note speakers included: 
Malcolm Dougherty, Caltrans Director; Jim 
Holmes, Supervisor, Placer County; Celia 
McAdam, PCTPA Executive Director; 
Congressman John Doolittle; Jody Jones, District 
Director, Caltrans District 3; and Andre Boutros, 
Chief Deputy Director, California Transportation 
Commission.  Following a ceremonial ribbon 

cutting over 50 classic cars began an inaugural drive of the Bypass followed by 
local NEVs, scooters, cyclists, and pedestrians.    
 
 
Media coverage of the event began 
at 4:30 a.m. and included live 
interviews with McAdam before the 
ceremony began.  The event was 
continuously highlighted throughout 
the day by local news media 
including: KCRA Channel 3, ABC News 
10, CBS Channel 13, FOX 40, Good Day 
Sacramento, the Sacramento Bee, the 
Lincoln News Messenger, Capital 
Public Radio, and KAHI Radio.      
 
 
 
Media Monitoring 
 
AIM continued to monitor industry and local news in an effort to identify 
outreach opportunities as well as support the Agency’s efforts to address local 
transportation and transit issues.  
 
### 



 
1701 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20006 
Phone: (202) 351-6855 
Fax: (202) 351-6855 

www.federaladvocates.com 
 
 
September 28, 2012 
 
To: Celia McAdam 
From: Sante and Michael Esposito 
Subject: September 2012 Monthly Report  
 
Next Highway Bill 
 
Earlier this month, Senator Barbara Boxer announced she’s already working on legislation to 
succeed MAP-21. MAP-21 expires in about 750 days. Congress is likely to be in legislative 
session for only about half or less that time, and is likely to be preoccupied with a number of 
higher priority issues. In her announcement, Boxer said that her “goal is to find a dependable 
funding source and to work in a bipartisan way to find that funding source. I really believe that 
the Highway Trust Fund should be funded through user fees.” That might include indexing the 
gas tax to inflation, but probably not a vehicle miles traveled fee, which raises privacy concerns 
for the California senator. Even a gas tax bump won’t be enough if vehicles keep getting more 
and more efficient. “We’ve got to figure out other ways. For example, I drive a hybrid car and I 
get about 50 miles to the gallon, I’m not paying my fair share at all. If I get an electric car, I 
won’t pay anything.” 
 
TIGER V 
 
On April 18, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a $53.4 billion transportation 
appropriations bill that includes $500 million (with $120 million reserved for projects in rural 
communities) for a Tiger V program. 
 
While there is a good chance that this funding will be approved by the full Senate, it’s not clear 
when that will happen. Most observers predict that it will occur in the post-election lame duck 
session.  
 
The House has opposed continuation of the TIGER program but the Senate, as was the case with 
respect to TIGER’s I-III, was able to prevail and keep the program in the 2012 appropriations 
process. 
 
The proposed FY13 $500M in the Senate bill will come as good news to many communities and 
public agencies that have applied for and not received a TIGER grant in the past. The first four 
TIGER programs received nearly 2500 applications requesting more than $100 billion; USDOT 
awarded 214 projects to split the $3.1 billion approved by Congress. 



 
TIFIA 
 
DOT recently announced an additional $17B for loans for projects through the TIFIA program, 
as a result of MAP-21. The USDOT news release and Notice of Funding Availability were 
provided with the August report. 
 
FY13 Transportation Appropriations Bill 
 
This month the Congress passed a six-month Continuing Resolution (CR) to provide continued 
government spending from the October 1 start of the new fiscal year through March 31, 2013, 
thereby avoiding any fears of a government shutdown before the elections which both parties 
could be blamed for. It is a "clean" CR, meaning it does not include any extraneous provisions or 
"riders".  It provides partial-year FY'13 funding based on the current FY'12 funding levels (plus 
an additional $8B government-wide). Unfortunately, the funding levels in the CR do not reflect 
the slightly higher FY'13 levels authorized for highway and transit programs in MAP-21 
although the expectation is that the final version of the FY13 Transportation Appropriations bill, 
when enacted, will include the MAP21 funding amounts. 
 
On June 29, 2012, the House voted to approve the FY'13 Transportation Appropriations bill, HR 
5972. Only a few transportation-related amendments were offered on the Floor and most were 
rejected by voice vote.  Many of the amendments were offered by fiscally conservative 
Republicans and focused on cutting funding for various DOT programs, particularly 
administrative expenses for several of the US DOT modes.  House action is now complete. The 
Senate must still pass its version of the bill.    
 
Program FY'12 Enacted House FY'13 

Comte Passed 
Senate FY'13 Comte 
Passed 

FHWA Ob Limit $39.14B $39.14B $39.14B 
Transit - New Starts/SS $1.95B $1.82B $2.04B 
Transit- Formula & Bus $8.36B $8.36B $8.36B 
Amtrak - Capital and 
Debt Service 

$952M $1.45B includes $500M 
for tunnels & bridges 

$1.05B 

Amtrak - Operating $466M $350M $400M 
High Speed Rail $0 $100M $0 
Airport Improvement 
Program 

$3.35B $3.35B $3.35B 

TIGER Grants $500M $0 $500M 
National Infrastructure 
Bank 

$0 $0 $0 

 
Federal Grants 
 
The Firm works aggressively to proactively pursue Federal discretionary and non-discretionary 
grant opportunities. In doing so, the Firm has created a sophisticated grant research. The Firm 
monitors grant announcements from all 26 Federal agencies (over 1,000 individual grant 
programs) and provides a nexus between a grant opportunity and a potential project. Once a 
grant opportunity has been identified, the Firm utilizes a proven strategy that allows the client to 
engage several key Washington, D.C. contacts to support a specific grant request. 
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Capitol Corridor Performance
FFY 2011-12

Monthly Revenues
Actual  vs Business Plan

Actual FY 12 Revenue YTD (through Sep-12)

FFY 12 Business Plan

Actual FY 11 Revenue

How's Business?:
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Ridership On-time Performance System Operating Ratio (b)
Customer 

Satisfaction

Month Actual Business Plan Actual Actual Actual Business Plan Actual

October-11 153,902 145,233 93.6% 54.7% $2,436,386 $2,253,278 88

November-11 150,511 151,427 94.0% 49.3% $2,640,202 $2,601,417 92

December-11 137,377 136,561 94.5% 44.8% $2,353,652 $2,431,505 91

January-12 139,768 138,630 94.1% 52.0% $2,294,248 $2,270,089 96

February 12 138 516 137 829 93 9% 57 2% $2 256 407 $2 261 764 90

Revenues

State Perfomance Standards (a) Other Performance Measures

February-12 138,516 137,829 93.9% 57.2% $2,256,407 $2,261,764 90

March-12 152,514 156,988 93.3% 56.7% $2,500,509 $2,426,405 89

April-12 153,788 161,959 92.5% 54.0% $2,556,396 $2,590,947 92

May-12 158,896 160,281 93.6% 54.5% $2,632,598 $2,668,622 93

June-12 144,598 153,234 93.9% 47.4% $2,518,730 $2,584,719 92

July-12 137,347 157,169 94.2% 42.1% $2,450,681 $2,712,741 90

August-12 146,232 153,706 92.6% 41.8% $2,513,437 $2,648,298

September-12 132,948 147,812 96.3% 49.4% $2,406,595 $2,512,661

Total YTD 1,746,397 1,800,828 93.9% 50% $29,559,839 $29,962,446 91
Previous YTD 1,708,618  - - 94.9% 49% $27,215,631  - - 89
YTD Change 2.2% -3.0% -1.0% 1.1% 8.6% -1.3% 2.2%

Annual Standard/Measure 1,800,828 90% 50% $29,962,446 91

b)  This standard measures total revenues (farebox and other operating credits) divided by total operating expenses adjusted against the fixed price operating contract.

a)  Standard developed by CCJPA in annual business plan update and approved by Business Transportation and Housing Agency  



Cummulative FFY Year-to-Date: August 2012

Monthly Station Ridership Activity

Capitol Corridor Train Service

FFY 2012 - 2012

Station Boardings Alightings Total

Boardings/ 

day

Alightings/ 

day Boardings Alightings

% Change from last FFY

FFY 2012 - 2012

Total/ day

Weighted 

Boardings

Weighted 

Alightings

Weighted 

Total

ARN 1039 1128 2167 33.52 36.39 -21.2% -16.4%69.90 33.52 36.39 69.90

RLN 1443 1420 2863 46.55 45.81 -2.9% -4.4%92.35 46.55 45.81 92.35

RSV 2263 2252 4515 73.00 72.65 -21.1% -21.1%145.65 73.00 72.65 145.65

SAC 38464 38593 77057 1240.77 1244.94 -7.9% -5.9%2485.71 111.78 112.16 223.94

DAV 17191 16569 33760 554.55 534.48 -3.6% -5.1%1089.03 49.96 48.15 98.11

SUI 8582 8786 17368 276.84 283.42 -4.9% -2.2%560.26 24.94 25.53 50.47

MTZ 13513 14102 27615 435.90 454.90 -2.4% -1.9%890.81 39.27 40.98 80.25

RIC 9230 9577 18807 297.74 308.94 -4.9% -4.8%606.68 26.82 27.83 54.66

BKY 6589 6394 12983 212.55 206.26 7.0% 3.6%418.81 19.15 18.58 37.73

EMY 15153 14956 30109 488.81 482.45 -7.7% -11.5%971.26 44.04 43.46 87.50

OKJ 13232 13528 26760 426.84 436.39 -0.7% -0.2%863.23 38.45 39.31 77.77

OAC 1048 1285 2333 33.81 41.45 -0.8% 12.6%75.26 5.20 6.38 11.58

HAY 1596 1625 3221 51.48 52.42 27.3% 24.4%103.90 11.18 11.38 22.56

FMT 1721 1790 3511 55.52 57.74 -9.5% -5.9%113.26 12.06 12.54 24.59

GAC 5469 5432 10901 176.42 175.23 -0.2% -1.5%351.65 38.31 38.05 76.36

SJC 7851 6947 14798 253.26 224.10 -3.0% -7.1%477.35 55.00 48.66 103.66

FFY Total 

or Average
144384 144384 288768 4657.55 4657.55 9315.10
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Hundreds enjoy bypass grand opening ceremony 
By Patty McAlpin Lincoln News Messenger Reporter 

Page 1 of2 

Horns honked. People waved at each other. Cameras flashed. Engines rewed. No. Lincoln isn't home to NASCAR 
racing. But Lincoln is home to the longest stretch of freeway built in California in the last 10 years and Lincolnites 
couldn't wait to drive, walk, skateboard and ride bicycles on the roadway before the highway opens Monday morning 
(Oct. 8). 

In his grand opening ceremony remarks Oct. 5, Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty said the 11.7 mile Lincoln Bypass 
is the longest stretch of new highway built in the last 10 years and "we're not done. Two lanes need to be added from 
Nelson to Wise Road and ultimately will be four lanes to Sheridan." 

"This highway will improve mobility and stimulate economic development," said Dougherty, one of seven dignitaries to 
speak about the history of the bypass and what the new highway will mean for economic development of the city's 
airport, industrial area the historic downtown and the region. 

About 500 people gathered around for the grand opening Oct. 5 on the Lincoln Bypass near the Ferrari Road 
interchange sponsored by DeSilva Gates Construction and Flat Iron Construction. Holiday Inn Express provided 
refreshments including cookies decorated for the occasion, provided parking and served as a launch point for NEVs 
helping with transportation. 

The Highway 65 bypass is four-lane highway from Industrial Boulevard to Nelson Lane. From Nelson Lane to Riosa 
Road in Sheridan the highway is two lanes. The highway has 17 bridges at lllocations. The total cost to construct the 
first phase was $325 million. 

Lincoln has waited 42 years for the opening of the highway that will take traffic around the city of Lincoln and deposit 
commuting vehicles into Sheridan. Drivers who wish to enter the city can enter at Lincoln Boulevard, Ferrari Ranch 
Road or Nelson Lane. 

Lincoln City Councilman Tom Cosgrove, the master of ceremonies and a member of the Placer County Transportation 
Planning Agency board, introduced each speaker and thanked local and regional agencies and dignitaries for their role 
in bringing the Lincoln Bypass to reality. 

"The bypass will improve traffic and regional goods movement," Cosgrove said. "This will help businesses downtown 
and Lincoln's historical friendly main street. The bypass will open retail opportunities up at Ferrari Ranch Road, allow 
retail there to grow and new retail to come in. This is not just a transportation project. This is an economic 
development project." 

Placer County Supervisor Jim Holmes tipped his hat to former Congressman Harold T. "Bizz" Johnson and former 
Congressman John Doolittle for the roles the two played to keep the bypass project alive. 

"Johnson was chair of the House Transportation Committee," Holmes said. "He recognized the important role of 
transportation projects for our communities. That led to the celebration today. 

Doolittle helped get the project moving again when conflicts arose with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Doolittle recalled a critical meeting at his office in Granite Bay in 2004 with officials from the California Environmental 
Protection Agency bver the route of the bypass. Cosgrove and officials from Placer County and Caltrans were present. 

"The head of the federal Environmental Protection Agency, Christy Whitman, had already signed off and there will still 
conflicts with local EPA officials," Doolittle said. "They (local EPA officials) got the message to be reasonable. The 
approved route was more expensive and time dragged out but we worked together so this could happen resulting in a 
permanent improvement for the region." 

Caltrans District 3 Director Jody Jones remembered when Caltrans employees studied the feasibility of the bypass in 
the eighties. 

"The lack of money did not stop us from laying the groundwork," Jones said. "The vision was shared by the city and 
Placer County Transportation Planning Agency. I want to thank Tom (Cosgrove) and Celia McAdam (PCTPA executive 
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director) for their tenacity in pursuing this project over the years. The bypass needed an advocate. Tom worked 
nonstop. Celia is renowned for matching local money to obtain federal grant funds." 

Cosgrove said McAdam through her years as executive director of PCTPA has been an "absolute champion. She kept it 
going, she understands relationships and built bridges. Her expertise was invaluable." 

"I can't tell you how excited I am to say we are here opening the Lincoln Byass," McAdam said. "The need for the 
bypass was recognized in the sixties and in 1973 it was included in the Placer County General Plan. I was in junior high 
at the time." 

McAdam said the $1 million seed money from the city of Lincoln "sealed the deal." She said a variety of agencies 
provided funding to keep the project moving, including Caltrans and the california Transportation Commission. 
caltrans put $100 million in regional funds toward the project and california Transportation Commission awarded $70 
million in Proposition 1B funds. 

The commission had to focus on projects that would achieve the most results, Andre Boutros, chief deputy director of 
the california Transportation Commission, said of why the bypass was selected to receive funding from a 2006 bond. 
The traveling public, safety and the economy were some the factors considered. He said because bid prices came in 
below costs for this project other transportation projects will be improved over time. 

"We've been very lucky the last four years," Boutros said. 

Cosgrove said it's difficult to imagine the responsibilities of the california Transportation Commission and the decision 
to invest in the bypass is appreciated. 

Waving to his smiling grandson in the crowd, Cosgrove said the bypass is for his son Darrell Cosgrove, daughter Erin 
Gearin and grandson Lucas Gearin. 

"In a lot of ways this is about him and the future," Cosgrove said. 

The councilman cautioned those wishing to walk and bicycle on the bypass following the ribbon cutting ceremony to 
wait for those participating in the inaugural drive to get back for safety's sake. 

Lincoln Hills Sports car Group member Nicki Hobby said before joining the caravan, "There were some nice speakers. 
Everything was nice." 

Ron Barringer, a former councilman and 40-year Lincoln resident who helped plan the bypass, drove a 1953 
Oldsmobile while grandson Michael Barringer Jr., 15, road in a 1965 Ford truck with his friend Ben King, 17. 

"This is an exciting day for all Lincolnites," Ron Barringer said. 

Keith Spencer took part in the inaugural ride in his 1929 Model A Sedan. 

"It's going to be nice," said Spencer, a resident of Sheridan for 28 years. "There will be no more traffic. I can bypass 
all the stoplights. I live in Sheridan and I can get home a lot faster." 

Lincoln Boulevard celebration 

The city will celebrate the renaming of G Street/Highway 65 to Lincoln Boulevard from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 20 with a 
parade from Auburn Ravine to Seventh Street scheduled from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Other events include a dedication 
ceremony at 9 a.m., live entertainment by bands and dancing, a car show, Lincoln Kiwanis pet parade, petting zoo, kid 
zone, craft booths and store specials. 

Those who wish to participate in the pet parade can call (916) 303-3661. The parade is open to any and all pets. 
Children and adults can enter. Deadline to register is Oct. 16. Line up starts at 8 a.m. Oct. 20 at 3rd and F streets. 
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Things should be unusually quiet Monday morning in Lincoln. 
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That's when the new Lincoln Bypass opens to traffic, diverting about 40,000 vehicles that 
usually clog the city;s downtown most weekdays. 

But while interstates, elevated freeways and bypasses have been blamed for the economic 
decline of many a small-town Main Street, merchants and officials in the financially 
struggling city of Lincoln say they are excited to have their downtown back. 

"It's the best thing that has happened to Lincoln in years," said Terrence Dorsey, who runs 
an investment business in the back of his wife's clothing boutique on G Street, which takes 
the existing Highway 65 through town. 

It's taken nearly two decades of planning, delays and escalating costs for the bypass to 
become reality. 

At $325 million, it's the most expensive Placer County transportation project ever, said Celia 
McAdam, executive director of the county's transportation planning agency. 

The new roadway - which will be officially christened in a ceremony this morning - picks up 
traffic just south of Lincoln, diverting it west of the city before bending north toward 
Wheatland. 

The bypass is expected to save commuters between Yuba City and Roseville about 5 minutes 
a day each way. 

But much more is at stake for the city of Lincoln. 

At first glance, losing 40,000 potential customers per day might seem like the worst thing 
that can happen to local businesses. There are plenty of examples. 

Interstate 80 wasn't the best thing that ever happened to West Sacramento. The city has 
spent millions trying to resuscitate West Capitol Avenue following decades of decline after I-
80 absorbed traffic that used to funnel through town. 

The 2006 rerouting of Highway 49 took traffic off Main Street in the foothill town of Amador 
City, resulting in a 20 percent drop in business, said Dan Schutz, president of the city's 
merchant's association. 

"It has affected everyone's business," said Schutz, who owns Bellflower Home and Garden 
Annex. 
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But transportation experts say a new bypass isn't always the death knell for main streets. 

Reducing traffic creates an opportunity for a more people-friendly downtown, said Rod 
Diridon Sr., executive director of the Mineta Transportation Institute. 

A 2006 study commissioned by the state Transportation Department agreed with Diridon's 
assessment, finding that a bypass can lead to increased downtown business activity and 
other benefits. 

Longtime Lincoln City Councilman Tom Cosgrove sees only positives from the bypass. 

He points out that - at 43,000 - Lincoln has a larger population than most whistle-stop 
towns abandoned by the freeway. More importantly, he notes, the city wasn't getting much 
boost from commuters. The city's own bypass study in 2010 indicated that the vast majority 
of downtown shoppers (73 percent) came from home. 

"Our economy is built on local people, not on commuters passing through town," Cosgrove 
said. "Our downtown won't just survive, it will actually flourish." 

The Dorseys certainly expect the bypass to improve business conditions. 

"With the opening of the bypass there will be fewer trucks, less traffic .... It will be more 
pedestrian-friendly," said Terrence Dorsey's wife, Kathy, who runs her clothing boutique, 
Wardrobe, out of their 1900s-era building. 

Traffic and parking were the two chief complaints about downtown, according to the city's 
2010 study. 

A resurgent downtown would be a blessing for Lincoln, which was hammered by the 
recession. The city grew 250 percent in a decade and spent heavily on civic projects, all 
powered by a booming housing market. 

Since 2006, though, as development fees dried up and property tax revenue declined, 
government budgets have been cut repeatedly. 

Those losses underscored the lack of a solid sales tax base, as many of the city's residents 
prefer to shop at the Westfield Galleria at Roseville or at other regional centers. 

A more relaxed, pedestrian-friendly ambience will draw more local shoppers to downtown 
Lincoln, according to city leaders and merchants, who note the area already has a vibrant 
and growing collection of restaurants, novelty stores, boutiques, and specially markets. 

And one potential target is the residents of the Sun City Lincoln Hills senior community. 

"I know that a lot of (elderly) people are excited," said Katie Trott, who runs Sew Katie Jean, 
an eclectic downtown fabric store. The goal, she said, is to get more of the residents of the 
retirement community to turn right and head to downtown Lincoln rather than making a left 
toward the Galleria. 

Nancy Moore, a Sun City resident who visited the Simple Pleasures restaurant this week to 
order steak sandwiches for herself and her husband, said she hopes the bypass improves the 
en vi ron ment. 

"I avoid downtown because of the traffic," said Moore, who recently had hip surgery. "I'm 
always afraid I'm going to get hit by a big truck." 

Most of the merchants expressed no concern that the decrease in traffic will mean less 
exposure for their business. 



Page 3 of3 

"I think it's a great thing. Highway 65 is a commuter road. When people drive on 65, they 
are driving to work. They don't stop for haircuts. They might stop at Mcdonald's or for gas," 
said AI Holland, owner of Lincoln City Barber. 

© Copyright The Sacramento Bee. All rights reserved. 
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Bypass opens Oct. 8 
Highway 65 project 15 years in the making 
By Patty McAlpin Lincoln News Messenger Reporter 

Debbie Brown/The News Messenger 

At the Nelson Lane bypass intersection, Caltrans Public Information 
Officer Gilbert Mohtes-Chan explains there are three phases of the 
Lincoln Bypass project. His listeners include, from left, Celia 
McAdam, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency executive 
director; Caltrans resident engineer Carl Berexa and Ciara Zanze 
of Aim Consulting. The first phase of the bypass opens to the 
public Oct. 8. 

Lincoln Boulevard. 
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Waterfowl glide serenely across water in 
Markham Ravine. The foothills in the distance 
frame Target. Signs announcing off ramps 
give travelers a bird's eye view of Thunder 
Valley Casino. 

These are some o~ the sights those 
participating in the inaugural classic car drive 
of the new Highway 65 bypass will see Oct. 5 
as part of the grand-opening ceremonies. 

The Lincoln Bypass provides a new 
thoroughfare through the Lincoln area. The 
bypass begins at Industrial Boulevard, moves 
traffic around the city of Lincoln, and 
connects back to the existing Highway 65 
near Sheridan. 

Environmental studies for the future bypass 
started in 1988 but discontinued so the state 
could concentrate funds toward seismic 
retrofitting following major earthquakes in 
California, Placer County Transportation 
Planning Agency Executive Director Celia 
McAdam said. Environmental studies resumed 
in 1998 and concluded in 2006. Construction 
of the bypass started Aug. 26, 2008. The first 
phase of construction is on target to be 
finished Oct. 7. 

Motorists approaching Highway 65 from the 
south will see the new sign for Exit 314-

Area media toured portions of the 11.7~mile stretch of the Highway 65 bypass Sept. 28. Reporters and videographers 
from local television stations filmed segments including footage of an interview with McAdam at the Ferrari Ranch 
Road interchange and the Nelson Lane interchange leading to Lincoln Airport. The Lincoln News Messenger staff 
followed a Caltrans truck carrying McAdam, Caltrans Public Information Officer Gilbert Mohtes-Chan, Caltrans resident 
engineer Carl Berexa and Ciara Zanze of Aim Consulting to the Markham Ravine Bridge, where two lanes are paved 
and another two lanes under construction will be completed in 2014. 

The bypass construction breakdown 

The Highway 65 bypass is a four-lane highway from Industrial Boulevard to Nelson Lane. From Nelson Lane to Riosa 
Road in Sheridan, the highway is two lanes. By 2014 two more lanes will be added by Caltrans from Nelson Lane to .9 
miles north of Wise Road. The final stretch from Wise Road to Riosa Road will remain two lanes until funding can be 
found to add another two lanes. 

The highway has 17 bridges at lllocations. 

Project partners include the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency, Caltrans, California Transportation 
Commission, the city of Lincoln, Placer County, South Placer Regional Transportation Authority and DeSilva 
Gates/Flatiron Construction. 
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Phase 1 of the project, which cost $325 million, encompasses the four-lane bypass from Industrial Avenue to Nelson 
Lane, the two-lane bypass from Nelson Lane to Sheridan and the upgrade of the Ferrari Ranch Road Interchange. 

The first phase will be completed in time to open to morning commute traffic Oct. 8. 

The $23 million second phase, extending the highway to four lanes from Nelson Lane to .9 miles north of Wise Road is 
under construction. No funding is currently available to pay the estimated $27.5 million for the extension of the 
highway to four lanes for the remainder of the project, according to McAdam. 

Six sound walls are at the raiiroad track to Ferrari Ranch Road on the south side of the new freeway, Ferrari Ranch 
Road to North Ingram Slough on the south side of the freeway, at and near North Ingram Slough on the north side of 
the freeway edge of the shoulder, North Ingram Slough to the existing sound wall on the south side of the new 
freeway, North Ingram Slough to Moore Road on the north side of the new freeway and north of Auburn Ravine on the 
east side of the proposed Highway 65. 

The weather's fine 

Asked if the highway will open in time for morning commute traffic Oct. 8, Berexa said, "It looks like a go." 

He explained that the onlything that could delay the bypass opening would be a heavy rain. But, Berexa said, weather 
reports don't indicate rain next week. 

And McAdam agreed by saying, "The weather looks good." 

Following the Oct. 5 ribbon cutting, Berexa said caltrans workers will pave to tie in connections at the south end of the 
highway from Industrial Boulevard to Twelve Bridges and the north end of the highway Sunday night (Oct. 7). 

"We11 be everywhere," Berexa said, "but primarily at the north and south ends of the highway." 

Last-minute work 

From Friday through Sunday, Oct. 5 to Oct. 7, workers will prepare to connect the southern end of the bypass to the 
current freeway near Industrial Boulevard. North and southbound traffic on the current detour will be reduced to one 
lane; northbound Highway 65 on ramp from Twelve Bridges Drive will be closed during the weekend; northbound 
traffic will be moved onto the new off ramp to Industrial Avenue; traffic barriers at the north and south end of the 
bypass are removed late Sunday and early Monday. Crews start taking away barriers at the Ferrari Ranch Road 
interchange and the traffic-signal controlled intersections at Nelson Lane, West Wise Road and Riosa Road. 

Signalized intersections at Nelson Lane, West Wise Road and Riosa Road set to flash red will be operational for traffic 
after the traffic switch Oct. 8. 

S Curve to disappear 

By Oct. 15, the southbound on-ramp at Industrial Avenue will be closed for about a month for final repaving and 
realignment work, according to Berexa. caltrans advises motorists to use the southbound on ramps at the Ferrari 
Ranch or the Twelve Bridges interchanges. 

Berexa said construction crews will "get rid of the S curve in the southbound lanes." 

Motorists are advised of their speed going into the 20 mph curve in the northbound and southbound directions. 

That curve has been the scene of multiple accidents. 

Most of the accidents involve single vehicles, said Cpl. Keith Johnson of the Lincoln Police Department. 

"The car hit the wall because the driver was going too fast at the curve and lost control of the vehicle in about half the 
accidents," Johnson said. "There are times the person's vehicle hit the wall and the vehicle next to them. Ultimately, 
the majority happened because of unsafe speeds for the road conditions. Twenty mph is not 50 mph. There's plenty of 
warning saying the driver is approaching the 20 mph curve." 

From mid-June 2011 when the S curve opened to traffic until Dec. 14, 2011, 15 accidents had taken place at that area 
of the bypass, including one Involving an overturned onion truck and another accident involving a truck carrying 
groceries. 

In a short amount of time, Johnson said, the curve will no longer be a traffic concern. 
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Signal timing downtown 

For those hoping for a smoother, less congested drive through downtown Lincoln, there is no specific date for when 
the traffic signals will be changed to improve flow. 

The timing of the signals is.tiec! to caltrans relinquishing the road to the city of Lincoln. 

McAdam said she anticipates relinquishment will happen a year after the completion of the bypass. 

But caltrans could decide to address the timing of the signals sooner based on the changing traffic pattern, Mohtes
Chansaid. 

Once the bypass opens, McAdam said, 40,000 cars will use the bypass daily with some exiting the Nelson Lane and 
some Ferrari Ranch Road in Lincoln. At present, 47,500 vehicles a day pass through the city of Lincoln traveling 
southbound to Roseville and Sacramento on Highway 65 or northbound to the Marysville/Yuba City area. 

That means a reduction of 40,000 cars a day passing through downtown Lincoln, McAdam said. 

"Do you live in Lincoln," a member of the media was asked by locals when he inquired of McAdam why the bypass is 
needed. 

"Lincoln is like a parking lot," McAdam said. "There are seven lights. It's difficult to get across Highway 65. Traffic is 
slow and the residents are suffering. The bypass will help local residents reclaim their city. Trucks will still drive 
through the city but through traffic will go where they need to go via the bypass. It improves access to the airport and 
encourages economic development." 

Changing landscape 

Mohtes-Chan sees a different Lincoln developing after the through traffic is rerouted around the city. 

"Lincoln is looking at a rebirth, a renaissance of the downtown," Mohtes-Chan said. "The town can expand and get 
more family-friendly activities and entertainment. "If I was a local business owner in a historic downtown, I'd promote 
local business. It's tough for all businesses because of the economy but it could be great if you sell it right. Lincoln has 
an actual downtown and a main street to have a parade downtown without worrying about traffic. In other towns, 
traffic has to be detoured." 

Celebrations 

The grand opening party starts at 10 a.m. Oct. 5 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Residents can enjoy refreshments 
provided by Holiday Inn Express. The event is underwritten by DeSilva Gates Construction. About 80 vehicles are 
participating in the inaugural drive, including NEVs. 

Members of the public can walk or ride their bikes on a segment of the new bypass from noon until 4 p.m. Oct. 5. 

Public parking will be available at Holiday Inn Express and the adjacent shopping center. For those who can't walk, an 
NEV will shuttle to the Ferrari Ranch Road off ramp. 

Since only 100 chairs will be set up, McAdam suggests those attending the celebration to bring their own chairs. 

The community party continues when the city celebrates the renaming of G Street/Highway 65 to Lincoln Boulevard 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 20 with a parade from Auburn Ravine to Seventh Street scheduled from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 

Other Oct. 20 events include a dedication ceremony at 9 a.m., live entertainment by bands and dancing, a car show, 
Lincoln Kiwanis pet parade, petting zoo, kid zone, craft booths and store specials. 

Those who wish to participate in the pet parade can call 303-3661 for information. The parade is open to any and all 
pets. Children and adults can enter. Stuffed animals may be donated to Lincoln Police and Fire for help with children in 
traumatic/crisis situations. 811 P?trticipants will receive a participation award. Deadline to register is Oct. 16. Line up 
starts at 8 a.m. Oct. 20 at 3rd and F streets. 

-----·--··--- ---------------- --·---------- ··-:------. ---.--·-------------. ------------,--



LINCOLN NEWS MESSENGER 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2012 



LINCOLN NEWS MESSENGER 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2012 

City preps for bypass opening 
By Carol Feineman News Messenger Editor 

Editor's note: The face of Lincoln will change Oct. 8 when the long-awaited Highway 65 Lincoln Bypass opens. 
Residents can join in the excitement Oct. 5 for the bypass grand-opening and then again Oct. 20 for the Lincoln 
Boulevard celebration when G Street is officially renamed. 

The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency will host the grand-opening celebration ceremony of the Highway 
65 Lincoln Bypass at 10 a.m. Oct. 5. 

The celebration will be located at the new Highway 65 onramp at Ferrari Ranch Road. 

Festivities will include a ribbon-cutting ceremony, a Lincoln Bypass historical exhibit, refreshments and an inaugural 
drive of classic cars. 

The public will have an opportunity to walk or ride their bikes on a segment of the new bypass until 4 p.m. After 4 
p.m., the segment will be closed and construction crews will finish work to open the new 11.7-mile stretch of Highway 
65 to traffic by Monday morning. 

"Over the weekend, construction crews will be very busy removing detours before the bypass can be opened to traffic 
by Monday, Oct. 8," said Celia McAdam, the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency executive director. "People 
traveling in the area over the weekend may experience delays in certain sections. We appreciate their patience as we 
finalize the work." 

The Lincoln Bypass will provide a new thoroughfare for Highway 65 through the Lincoln area. 

The 11.7-mile bypass begins at Industrial Boulevard, moves traffic around the city of Lincoln and will connect back to 
the existing Highway 65 near Sheridan. 

When the bypass is complete, there will be signaled intersection at Nelson Lane, West Wise Road and Riosa Road. 

The bypass will improve regional connections between residential areas, employment centers and major commercial 
centers, according to a press release from Caltrans, the city of Lincoln and Placer County Transportation Planning 
Agency. 

Besides improving interregional goods movement and reducing congestion, the bypass will improve safety and traffic 
mobility and address current and future travel demands between Lincoln and Sheridan, according to the press release. 

Completion of this monumental $325 million project was accomplished through partnerships between the Placer 
County Transportation Planning Agency, Caltrans, the city of Lincoln, Placer County, the South Placer Regional 
Transportation Authority and the federal government. 

The grand-opening celebration is underwritten by DeSilva Gates Construction. 

---- -~------------------------------------- --- ------------------ ----- --------------- ---. -------
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Lincoln's downtown shop owners 
hope bypass will give them a boost 
MELANIE TURNER I STAFF WRITER 

Business owners in downtown Lincoln 
are eagerly awaiting next month's opening 
of the Highway 65 Lincoln bypass, which 
they say will relieve traffic backups and 
encourage locals to park and walk in the 
city's historic downtown. 

Locals often avoid downtown for fear of 
getting stuck in traffic -or hit by a gravel 
truck or speeding commuter as Highway 
65 becomes G Street 
through the heart of 
Lincoln's six-block 
downtown. 

"With less traf
fic and big vehi
cles, more people 
that live in Lincoln 
will feel more com
fortable coming 
down," said Tom 
Jones, owner of Si
erra Hills Framing 
at 531 G St., which 
sells art, custom fur
niture and picture 
framing. "In the 20 
years that I've been here, my clientele is 
certainly not the truck drivers and very, 
very few of the commuters." 

More than 40years of planning and work 
have gone into the $325 million bypass -a 
new 11. 7-mile thoroughfare that will direct 
vehicles around the west side of the city be
ginning Oct. 8. 

It is expected to provide immediate con
gestion relief to the city- and improve 
regional connections between residential 
areas and employment centers and ma
jor commercial centers. And businesses 
in the historic downtown hope to get more 
foot traffic. 

"Businesses in our downtown area are 

largely benefitted by people who live local
ly," said Lincoln Mayor Pro Tern Tom Cos
grove, who also is chairman of the Placer 
County Transportation Planning Agen
cy. "When there's so much traffic coming 
through town, people who live locally avoid 
it. I think that's what's hurt our downtown 
businesses the most." 

The bad economy has also hurtthe down
town; leaving some empty storefronts, al
though Jones said in the past six months 
he's seen several new business open. 

"I think the business owners are optimis
tic," Jones said, adding that it's "refresh
ing" to see businesses opening that could 
attract visitors, such as restaurants and 
antique and consignments stores. 

For years, Lip_coln's 43,000 residents 
have had to compete with commuters 
traveling between employment centers 
in Roseville and Rocklin to the south and 
Oroville, Yuba City, Marysville and Beale 
Air Force Base to the north. According to 
Caltrans, more than 35,000 vehicles pass 
through downtown Lincoln daily. Most 
are commuters. · 

Logging trucks and other 18-wheelers 
also rumble through town. 

Locals attempting to get across 65 head
ing east or west can wait a long time, Cos
grove said. The state Department of Trans
portation times the traffic lights - in less 
thana mile there are five- to ensure traffic 
flows through as quickly as possible. 

In addition, the Union Pacific Railroad 
runs parallel toG Street, ahalf-blockaway. 

"In rush hour if a train comes through 
it's just not very pleasant at all," .said Cos
grove, who has been working to help make 
the bypass a reality for close to 20 years. 

"A lot of the businesses I've talked to are 
very optimistic about the future health of 
the downtown," said Bob Romness, CEO of 
the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Richard Putnam, manager of Beerman's 
just off G Street on Fifth, said traffic is 
heaviest between 2:30 and 7 p.m. 

"They're coming right through the mid
dle of downtown and they're not stopping," 
he said. "It will make Lincoln a nice little 
community again like it used to be back in 
the day." 

"We're looking forward to it," added Jai 
Baker, owner of Awful Annie's Restaurants 
on G Street. "It gets irritating to have so 
much traffic." 

Kim Strong, owner of Kim's'Country 
Kitchen at 537 G St., said commuters often 
speed through the 25 mile-per-hour zone, 
making it intimidating to try to parallel 
park along the highway. Just in the last five 
years outside her restaurant, Strong said, 
she's been hit by a speeding car and saw a 
truck hit by a drunk driver. 

When the California Department of 
Transportation relinquishes the former 
Highway 65 to Lincoln, it will be renamed 
Lincoln Boulevard within city limits. Cal
trans:will make some improvements to the 
old highway before transferring it to the 
city early next year, Cosgrove said. 

At that point, the city will be able to ad
just the traffic lights so there will be short
er waits, Romness said. And local festivals 
now held on F Street or Fifth Street, such 

Sierra Hills 
Framing owner 
Tom Jones 
is eagerly 
anticipating the 
opening of the 
Lincoln bypass. 
"With less traffic 
and big vehicles, 
more people that 
live in Lincoln 
will feel more 
comfortable 
coming down," 
he said. 

DENNIS McCOY 
SACRAMENTO BUSINESS JOURNAL 

as the local Fourth of July parade, can now 
take place on G, making more parking avail
able on side streets, Jones said. 

"We're looking forward to recapturing 
Lincoln Boulevard," Romness said. 

The bypass is opening at nearly the same 
time as a new downtown Walmart neigh
borhood market. Walmart bought the prop
erty at 255 G St., formerly home to Rainbow 
Market grocery store, and is set to open 
next month. 

In addition, the city is developing a 
streetscape design between 7th Street and 
Sterling Parkway. 

The Lincoln bypass has been decades in 
the making. 

"We thought it was first proposed in 1973, 
but someone found a map with a drawing 
on it from 1967," said Celia McAdam, execu
tive director of the PCTPA. 

Environmental work for the project be
gan in the late 1980s, but the project's mo
mentum halted when all transportation 
funding was pulled away for seismic retro
fit projects after the 1989 Lorna Prieta and 
1994 Northridge earthquakes. 

MELANIE TURNER covers energy, 
medical/biotechnology, agriculture, 
transportation and manufacturing, 

melanieturner@bizjournals.com 1916-558-7859 
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Future of Auburn, Lincoln airports part of new $200,000 study ~ 
BY GUS THOMSON 
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 

Compatibility. 
It's a word that has come to 

define issues surrounding the 
future of the Auburn Airport, as 
well as the county's other air
ports in Lincoln and at Blue 
Canyon in the Sierra. 

This coming Wednesday, the 
Placer County Transportation 
Planning Agency will be holding 
a public workshop to outline the 
steps it will be taking to update a 
12-year-old Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan that will help 
guide development decisions in 
the vicinity of Placer County air
ports for at least another decade. 

Celia McAdam, transportation 
planning agency executive 
director, said that the underlying 
concern of the board has been 
to keep airports viable and that 
isn't expected to be changed as 
the 18-month, $200,000 update 
moves forward. 

Flight patterns and the impact 
they have, closer in on develop
ment, and farther out, on noise, 
are two issues that predominate 
in updates, McAdam said. 

The crash of a jet into Sacra
mento's Farrell's Ice Cream Par-

KIM PALAFERRI • AUBURN JOURNAL 

The airport, off New Airport Road in North Auburn, will be part of a $200,000 update of an 
airport land-use compatibility plan. 

lour in 1982left 22 people dead 
and continues to come up in 
hearings when development 
clashes with land-use guide
lines. 

"People do cite that as an illus
tration of what can happen," 
McAdam said. "The fact is small 
airplane crashes happen all the 
time. And whether that incident 
happened or not, we would still 

do the same amount of due dili
gence. We want to make sure ifit 
happens, we can minimize the 
impact." 

The new plan will update and 
incorporate any new state or 
federal regulations adopted 
since 2000. At the workshop, 
Placer County Transportation 
Planning Agency staff will 
describe the components to the 

plan, the process to update it, 
and how the plan is coordinated 
with the land-use authority from 
cities and counties. Also to be 
discussed will be a projection on 
potential issues the plan update 
may address. 

The Auburn Airport is owned 
by the city of Auburn and is sur
rounded by an unincorporated 
area of Placer County. 

~:;t~;... . .•.• ' 
Where: Placer County Board 
of Supervisors Chambers, 175 
FulweHer Ave., Auburn 
When: Wednesday; Sept 26. 
9 a.m. meeting start. Work
shop is eighth item on agenda 

Auburn City Councilman 
Mike Holmes said that the city 
has been sensitive to the poten
tial for encroachment, including 
too much home building nearby 
and a recent attempt to establish 
a school on the edge of the flight 
zone. The school at Parkside 
Church eventually decided not 
to pursue its application with 
the county. 

"It's important that we keep it 
in our sites," Holmes said. 
"There's the possibility of a 
buildup that could force the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
to say we have to close the air
port. It's a jewel that some of our 
businesses depend on and an 
asset for the city." 
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Column of kids joins in 'Walk to School Day' 

PHOTOS BY KIM PALAFERRI • AUBURN JOURNAL 

Adaytohoofit 
Above, Placer County Deputy Sheriff Curt Honeycutt 

guides students from Rock Creek Elementary on the Walk to 
School Day. The day was created by Partnership for Walka
ble America for communities to create a safe environment 
for students to walk to school. 

At left, Rob Tara bets, Placer County Deputy Sheriff, gets a 
fist pump from Javier Claudio after Tarabets gives him a 
brand new helmet to keep so he can ride his scooter to 
school safely. 
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