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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 29, 2012 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, August 29, 2012 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 
 ATTENDANCE: John Allard   Celia McAdam 

Tom Cosgrove   Scott Aaron 
    Steve Harvey   Shirley LeBlanc 
    Jim Holmes   Luke McNeel-Caird 
    Keith Nesbitt   David Melko 
    Diana Ruslin   Solvi Sabol 

Ron Treabess   Sue Sholtis 
        
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Allard and second by Nesbitt, the minutes of the June 27, 2012 PCTPA Board 
meeting were approved as submitted, with Holmes and Ruslin abstaining. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Suzi deFosset, Executive Director of The Gathering Inn, stated the Gathering Inn has suspended 
shelter operations for 6-8 weeks while they gather $150,000 to stay open during the winter 
months.  In looking at cutting costs, deFosset requested Board Members ask their transit 
authorities about assisting The Gathering Inn with their transit needs.  Approximately 50 clients 
need transportation 365 days a year at 6:30 a.m. from the host church to their site in Roseville, 
and return transportation in the evening.   
 
Keith Nesbitt inquired about the financial commitment for this effort.  deFosset responded they 
are currently expending close to $60,000 annually for transportation which includes fuel, drivers, 
DOT regulations, insurance and maintenance.  deFosset hopes to contract for an amount less than 
$60,000 annually. 
 
Jim Holmes inquired whether the guests need to be clean and sober.  deFosset replied when the 
guests get picked up by the transportation they have been drug tested, showered and checked 
against Megan’s Law.  Staff will accompany guests on the bus, checking everyone onto the bus 
in the evening and off the bus in the morning. 
 
Staff will check with the transit providers to ascertain the potential of providing this service. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Holmes, the Board unanimously approved the Consent 
Calendar as submitted.   
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FINAL FINDINGS OF APPORTIONMENT FOR FY 2012/13 LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION FUND (LTF) AND FINAL FUND ALLOCATION FOR 2012/13 
STATE TRANSIT ASSISTANCE (STA) 
David Melko asked the Board to approve the Final Findings of Apportionment for FY 2012/13 
for both the Local Transportation Fund (LTF) and the State Transit Assistance (STA) Fund.  
Melko provided background on the LTF and STA funds.  Both sets of funds are apportioned 
based on population.  The STA funds are also apportioned based on qualifying fare revenues 
from the transit operators.  
 
Ron Treabess inquired whether there is any reporting indicating whether Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency’s (TRPA) apportionment has benefitted Placer County.  Melko replied the 
monies are disbursed from the County Auditor’s Office to TRPA.  It is Melko’s understanding 
that 100% of these funds go towards transit, but we do not receive any reporting.  Celia McAdam 
noted TRPA is under the same requirements that PCTPA is for administering Transportation 
Development Act funds.  They need to go through the same Findings of Apportionment and 
claims process and we could obtain that information from TRPA.  Treabess wants these funds to 
benefit the Placer County portion of Lake Tahoe.  
 
Upon motion by Holmes and second by Treabess, the Board unanimously approved the Final 
Findings of Apportionment for the FY 2012/13 Local Transportation Fund (LTF) and the Final 
Fund Allocation for 2012/13 State Transit Assistance for transmittal to local agencies and transit 
operators. 
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Allard and second by Holmes, the Board unanimously approved the Consent 
Calendar as submitted.   
 
ADJOURN AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH PLAN FOR FY 2012/13 
Celia McAdam noted at our June Board meeting the Board awarded the contract for our 
communications and outreach services to AIM Consulting.  McAdam introduced Gladys Cornell 
of AIM Consulting, who presented the Communications and Outreach Plan for FY 2012/13.  As 
a part of this plan, AIM is utilizing an online management system, Basecamp, which allows AIM 
to give PCTPA staff 24-hour access to all of AIM’s work products and provide them with an up-
to-date status on each of the initiatives they are working on.  This is one source for project 
documentation and resource management.   
 
AIM’s plan includes a variety of outreach approaches to communicate with a variety of targeted 
audiences, including community-based organizations, business organizations and the general 
public that have an interest in local transportation issues.  AIM has identified methods to obtain 
PCTPA’s communication objectives including media relations, electronic and social media tools, 



  Page 3 

 

a speaker’s bureau and special events.  A feedback loop is included in each of these tools so they 
can evaluate the tools as they are using them.  Google Analytics will be implemented on 
PCTPA’s websites which can evaluate and improve the websites. 
 
Steve Harvey complemented AIM on the presentation.  Tom Cosgrove stated he has been in 
contact with AIM and supports being proactive and aggressive in gathering and distributing 
information rather than gathering after the fact and reporting on what happened.  Cosgrove 
would like to discuss the Google Analytics approach in more detail with staff at a different time. 
 
Upon motion by Harvey and second by Holmes, the Board unanimously adopted the PCTPA 
Communications and Outreach Plan for 2012/13. 
 
CAP-AND-TRADE TRANSPORTATION COALITION PRINCIPLES 
Celia McAdam recognized the idea of “cap and trade” is controversial, noting that it was AB 32, 
the Global Warming Solutions Act passed in 2006, which authorizes the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) to create a regulatory process for cap and trade.  The premise is that 
businesses that generate greenhouse gases are subject to an emissions cap, and CARB would 
regulate the ability for business to purchase or trade emission allowances or credits.  This 
regulatory activity could generate anywhere from $660M to $3.3B in this fiscal year, ramping up 
as motor vehicle fuels become subject to the regulation in 2015, with revenue estimated at $17B 
to $67B in subsequent years. 
 
McAdam noted that the Board is not being asked if they agree with AB 32, but in how to deal 
with the resulting process.  A coalition has been formed to advocate that cap and trade revenues 
be used for transportation purposes.  Staff recommends that the Agency sign onto the principles 
that have been crafted that direct revenues towards transportation improvements.   
 
Keith Nesbitt inquired how we can word our support of the principles without endorsing the cap 
and trade issue.  McAdam responded we do just that.  Ron Treabess noted Concept No. 2 on the 
second page of the Coalition’s July 24 correspondence stated, “Invest a major portion of fuels 
related revenues to implement the AB 32 regulatory program … “ which may be one of the 
points which could be in conflict with the Board supporting the principles while not supporting 
the cap and trade issue.  Treabess suggested a motion include language that while not endorsing 
AB 32, we are in support of any revenues generated by that to be put back into transportation 
improvements and enhancements. 
 
Steve Harvey expressed his concern about the costs of AB 32 and SB 375, noting Colfax 
residents pay increased fuel and sewer costs as a result.  Harvey wants to ensure the wording 
reflects that we are not in support of AB 32.  Tom Cosgrove expressed his frustration that 
consumers end up paying for a program that none of us support. 
 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Treabess, the Board supported the principles of the 
Transportation Coalition regarding cap and trade with the caveat that we put express language 
that we do not support cap and trade as a policy but rather what they do with the money; with 
Harvey opposing. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Celia McAdam reported the 2010 Federal Census made interesting changes to the urban area.  
The City of Auburn is no longer an urban area and the City of Lincoln is.  This changes how 
certain funding will operate, as Lincoln will now deal with federalized dollars.  
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Efforts to update the Placer County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan have commenced and 
there will be a presentation at the September Board meeting. 
 
Everyone should have received the Save the Date announcement for the Lincoln Bypass Grand 
Opening which will be held October 5 at 10:00 a.m. The event will be on the Bypass at the 
Ferrari Ranch Road interchange.  McAdam noted that the contractor has generously underwritten 
the event, so it will not be at the taxpayers’ expense.  There will be an opportunity for the public 
to bike and walk on the Bypass after the ceremony, from 12 to 4:00 p.m. before it will be opened 
for traffic on October 8. 
 
Tom Cosgrove added the community is planning a celebration on October 20 reclaiming the 
downtown area with most of the traffic now traversing on the Bypass and local traffic reduced 
significantly.  Jim Holmes and Steve Harvey commended Tom Cosgrove on his tireless efforts 
on the Lincoln Bypass project.   
 
BOARD DIRECTION TO STAFF 
John Allard referred a pilot to be a part of the stakeholder group for the Placer County Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Plan update effort.  Allard will provide this contact information to staff. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:44 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Tom Cosgrove, Chair 
Executive Director 


