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TO: PCTPA Board of Directors DATE:  March 27, 2013
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: PRESENTATION: THIRD TRACK RAIL PROJECT BETWEEN 

SACRAMENTO AND ROSEVILLE 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
None.  For discussion only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Board has a long-standing policy to aggressively pursue additional passenger rail service to 
Placer County.  This has involved working closely with the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers 
Authority (CCJPA) in addressing the interests and needs of Union Pacific (UPRR) as we pursue 
their permission to add passenger trips.  After more than 20 years of these efforts, we still remain 
at one round trip per day. 
 
Hopes were rekindled in 2008 when Union Pacific has expressed a willingness to discuss 
additional passenger service as part of a package of improvements that would benefit both freight 
and passenger capacity.  The improvements can be roughly categorized as follows: 
 
Donner Project 
UPRR has long been interested in double tracking an approximately 10 mile segment of their rail 
line in the Donner Summit area as a way of improving their freight capacity.  Trade Corridor 
Improvement Fund (TCIF) under Proposition 1B was identified by UPRR as a promising source 
of financing.  Requirements for the TCIF include sponsorship by a public agency and a 50% 
match from UPRR.    

 
CCJPA, with PCTPA concurrence, agreed to sponsor and support UPRR’s bid for TCIF funding 
for the Donner project provided that UPRR allow a second Capitol Corridor round trip to 
Auburn.   

 
Sacramento-Roseville Third Track Project 
Full implementation of the CCJPA Business Plan includes 10 round trips daily to Roseville.  It 
has long been challenging to negotiate this with UPRR, as Roseville is home to the largest 
freight yard west of the Mississippi, providing a convergence of UPRR’s Donner and Feather 
River routes that connect California to the rest of the US.  The Sacramento – Roseville section is 
a particular area of freight traffic congestion that UPRR would like to address.   

 
The specific project being considered to improve both passenger and freight rail capacity is to 
add a third track between Sacramento and Roseville, and potentially move the Roseville rail 
station to a location that would reduce impacts to freight traffic.    
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In 2002, PCTPA programmed $3 million in Regional Choice funds and the Caltrans Division of 
Rail programmed $3.3 million in Interregional funds in the State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) for environmental clearance and design of the Third Track Project.   
 
After many years of delays, work is now underway on the environmental phase, including 
Federal compliance, with completion expected in 2014.  Design, right of way, and construction 
will follow.  CCJPA is in the lead for this project, with consulting assistance from HDR 
Engineering.  PCTPA and the City of Roseville are key partners in the effort. 
 
DISCUSSION 
In early March, CCJPA and PCTPA were advised that UPRR elected to withdraw their offer to 
provide the required matching funds for the Donner Project.  As a result, the project is no longer 
eligible to be considered for Proposition 1B funding. 
 
Jim Allison, CCJPA Director of Planning, will provide the Board with a presentation on the 
Sacramento-Roseville Third Track Project environmental process, along with the identified 
alternatives and issues. 
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