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TO: Board of Directors DATE:  February 13, 2013
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 2013 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 

1) Adopt the Federal Legislative Program for 2013 as shown in Attachment 1. 
2) Direct staff and federal advocates to represent these positions, including participation in 

the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce’s Cap-to-Cap federal advocacy trip 
in April. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Federal transportation bills fund a number of transportation programs here in California and in 
Placer County, including Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), Regional Surface 
Transportation Program (RSTP), and most all of the funding for maintaining and addressing 
safety on the state and federal highway system.  The most recent Federal transportation bill 
known as the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP 21) was passed in July 2012 
to continue transportation programs through September 30, 2014.  While this latest bill did not 
provide any new funding nor provide earmarks, it did attempt to move towards greater flexibility 
by combining certain funding pots.   
 
DISCUSSION 
Staff recommends the Board adopt the policies and priorities as shown in the Federal Legislative 
Program for 2013, shown in Attachment 1.  It should be noted that the Board is considering 
transportation prioritization factors elsewhere on this February Board agenda; depending on the 
direction of that discussion, the Board may want to consider updating this Legislative Program at 
a future date. 
 
Federal Discretionary Programs 
It is clear that traditional earmarks are not likely, but discretionary funding programs remain in 
the mix.  This creates the opportunity for important regional projects with ample transportation 
justification of need and strong support to attract money. 
 
There are two discretionary funding programs in MAP 21 under which projects can be 
designated.   The Projects of National and Regional Significance program typically funds larger, 
multi-jurisdictional projects with larger dollar amounts; this was the source of the Federal 
funding for the I-80 Bottleneck project.   The Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) program is targeted towards construction projects that will break ground 
within a year of award, focusing on projects of national significance, with emphasis on long-term 
outcomes and job creation, as well as innovation and strong partnerships.   
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Notably, no funding for Projects of National and Regional Significance was included in MAP 21.  
Likewise, TIGER funding is in Cycle V, although no funding has been allocated since Cycle III 
in 2011.   
 
Staff recommends that PCTPA first support the allocation of $500 million for both of these 
programs.  Staff further recommends the Board reaffirm last year’s direction to join with our 
member agencies and continue efforts to sponsor a request for $25 million in Projects of 
National and Regional Significance funding for the Placer Parkway, including the Placer 
Parkway/Whitney Ranch Road/SR 65 interchange.  
 
TIGER V is somewhat more challenging; currently, the only project that could be construction 
ready in the one year program requirements would be the Lincoln Bypass Phase 2b, which would 
complete the four lane segment of SR 65 from .9 miles north of West Wise Road to Sheridan.  
However, this project is not likely to be competitive nationally unless it qualifies under the small 
rural area set-aside.   The TIGER program timeframes are uncertain, so as other projects move 
forward towards construction, there may be other candidates that may be a higher priority for the 
Board and more competitive.  Staff recommends that PCTPA continue to monitor the TIGER 
program and defer selection of a project priority until or unless a Call for Projects is issued by 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  
 
The annual transportation appropriations bill may also provide an opportunity for funding, 
through directed spending on critical transportation projects.  Should there be opportunity for 
additional funds, staff recommends the Board request $4M to further progress on the I-80/SR 65 
Interchange Improvements project. 
 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Request 
The Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA) continues to be well poised to take 
advantage of legislation that passed Congress to significantly expand rail funding.  Moreover, 
with the future of high speed rail in question, there may be opportunities for different rail 
improvements to be funded.  Staff recommends the Board’s support for CCJPA request for FRA 
funding through the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing (RRIF) and/or the Rail 
Line Relocation and Improvement Capital Grant Program (RLR) for track improvements on the 
Union Pacific Railroad east of Sacramento to expand passenger rail to Placer County.   
 
Local Projects 
Member jurisdictions often have more localized transportation priorities that would benefit from 
PCTPA’s assistance in Federal advocacy, such as obtaining Federal approvals or supporting their 
requests for funding.  Staff recommends the Board support projects from the City of Roseville’s 
Federal legislative program, including the expansion of the Andorra rail undercrossing of 
Washington Blvd, the Dry Creek Bike Trail, the Louis/Orlando bus transfer station, and bus 
acquisitions, as well as a funding request from the Town of Truckee for the expansion of the 
undercrossing of SR 89 under the Union Pacific railroad tracks, also known as the Mousehole, 
for pedestrians and bicycles. 
 
 
 
 



PCTPA Board of Directors 
FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 2013 
February 2013 
Page 3 
 
 
Reauthorization 
PCTPA has long been part of ongoing statewide coalition of transportation interests developing 
and advocating a set of principles for Federal transportation bill reauthorization.  These 
principles include stabilized funding, increased local control, and streamlined approval 
processes, and have been a key to PCTPA’s Federal Legislative Priorities for many years.  While 
MAP 21 was passed less than one year ago, it is a short term bill and reauthorization discussions 
are already starting.  Staff recommends these principles be reaffirmed as part of the 2013 
Legislative Priorities. 
 
Advocacy 
Staff recommends these positions be forwarded to Sante Esposito of Federal Advocates to 
represent the agency’s interests in Washington DC.  Staff further recommends that the Board 
Chair Sandra Calvert represent these positions as part of the Sacramento Metro Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Cap to Cap Advocacy trip in April.   
 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has reviewed this program and expressed support. 
 
CM:ss 



 
 

Federal Legislative Program for 2013 
 

 Support funding of $500M in the FY13 Transportation Appropriations Bill for Projects of 
National and Regional Significance; 
 

o Seek new FY13 Federal funding through Projects of National and Regional 
Significance for the Placer Parkway ‐ $25 million. 

 

 Support Federal funding opportunities in the FY14 Transportation Appropriations Bill to 
support PCTPA projects; 
 

o Seek new FY14 Federal funding via the FY14 Transportation Appropriations Bill 
for I‐80/SR 65 Interchange Improvements ‐ $4 million. 

 

 Seek/support new Federal rail funding via the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement 
Financing program (RRIF) and/or the Rail Line Relocation and Improvement Capital 
Grant Program (RLR) for track improvements east of Sacramento regarding expansion of 
Capitol Corridor Rail Service; 
 

 Support funding of $500M in the FY13 Transportation Appropriations Bill for TIGER V; 
 

 Pursue efforts via reauthorization of MAP21 for various funding opportunities to 
support PCTPA projects including: 
 

o Placer Parkway ‐ $25 million 
o I‐80/SR 65 Interchange ‐ $4 million 

 

 Continue to support the California Consensus Principles for MAP‐21 reauthorization, 
including: 

o Ensuring the integrity of the Highway Trust Fund 
o Rebuilding and maintaining transportation infrastructure in a state of good 

repair 
o Establishing goods movement as a national economic priority 
o Enhancing mobility through congestion relief within and between metropolitan 

areas 
o Strengthening the Federal commitment to safety and security 
o Strengthening comprehensive environmental stewardship 
o Streamlining project delivery 

 



 Seek relief from Federal regulations on projects to improve the highway system that do 
not have Federal funding support 
 

 Support member jurisdiction efforts to obtain Federal funding and/or approvals for the 
following projects: 

o Expansion of undercrossing of Washington Blvd under the Union Pacific tracks, 
also known as Washington/Andorra (City of Roseville) 

o Expansion of the undercrossing of SR 89 under the Union Pacific railroad tracks, 
also known as the Mousehole, for pedestrians and bicycles (Town of Truckee) 

o Construction of the Louis/Orlando regional transit transfer center near Riverside 
Avenue and I‐80 (City of Roseville). 

o Construction of the Dry Creek Greenway Multi Use Trail 4.8 mile segment of 
Class I bikeway (City of Roseville). 

o Roseville Transit Bus Replacement – 4 buses (City of Roseville).  


