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Congressional Committee Assignments 
 
The various House and Senate party caucuses continue to make progress on announcing various 
committee assignments.  In the Senate, Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) is resigning to head up the 
Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank.  It appears that Senator John Thune (R-SD) will 
become the Ranking Republican on the Senate Commerce Committee now instead of DeMint.  
The Committee has jurisdiction over aviation, rail, high-speed rail and transportation safety 
issues.  Thune has been a supporter of rail issues and is considerably less partisan than the 
extremely fiscally conservative DeMint who voted against MAP-21 and previous surface 
transportation authorization bills. 
 
Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) has confirmed she will remain the chair of the EPW Committee 
despite the possibility of an option to move to another prominent committee.  Senator Patty 
Murray (D-WA) will remain as the chair of the THUD (DOT) Appropriations Subcommittee in 
addition to becoming the chair of the powerful Senate Budget Committee.  The EPW Committee 
did not add any new Democratic members, but the Banking Committee (transit authorizers) has 
added Democratic Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV), Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), and Heidi 
Heitkamp (D-ND).  Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) will join the Commerce Committee. 
 
In the House, the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee will increase in size by one 
member - up to 60 members with the addition of an extra Democrat to reflect the new party 
ratios following Democratic gains in the 2012 election.   
 
On the Republican side, incoming T&I Chairman Bill Shuster announced the names of the 10 
new members of the committee - all freshmen with one exception.  The new members include: 
Steve Daines (MT-01), Rodney Davis (IL-13), Thomas Massie (KY-04), Mark Meadows (NC-
11), Markwayne Mullin (OK-02), Scott Perry (PA-04), Trey Radel (FL-19), Tom Rice (SC-07), 
Daniel Webster (FL-10), and Roger Williams (TX-25). 



 
The T&I Committee has not yet announced any new subcommittee leadership positions, but a 
number of new subcommittee leaders are expected to be named.  The railroad subcommittee 
chair is vacant with Shuster moving up to full committee chair and both Reps. Tom Petri (R-WI) 
and Jimmy Duncan (R-TN) are termed limited out of their chairmanships (aviation and highway 
& transit subcommittees, respectively).  On the Democratic side, the ranking minority position 
on the aviation subcommittee is vacant with Rep. Costello's (D-IL) retirement. 
 
Next Highway Bill 
 
To review, in September Senator Barbara Boxer announced she’s already working on legislation 
to succeed MAP-21. MAP-21 expires in less than 750 days. Congress is likely to be in legislative 
session for only about half or less that time, and is likely to be preoccupied with a number of 
higher priority issues. On December 21, we met with Congressman Shuster to discuss the next 
reauthorization and the importance of funding projects that have regional significance. We left 
him an information packet on the Project. The Congressman is the son of former Congressman 
and Chairman of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Bud Shuster. We 
not only served under him during his chairmanship but we also currently partner with him on a 
rail client. Our relationship with both Shusters is strong, politically and personally. 
 
Fiscal Cliff Infrastructure Component 
 
The President’s fiscal cliff plan still includes $50 billion in immediate investments for highways, 
transit, rail and aviation, helping to modernize an infrastructure that now receives a grade of “D” 
from the American Society of Civil Engineers and putting hundreds of thousands of construction 
workers back on the job. The President’s plan includes investments to improve our airports, 
support NextGen Air Traffic Modernization efforts, and resources for the TIGER and TIFIA 
programs, which target competitive dollars to innovative multi-modal infrastructure programs. It 
will also take special steps to enhance infrastructure-related job training opportunities for 
individuals from underrepresented groups and ensure that small businesses can compete for 
infrastructure contracts. The President will work administratively to speed infrastructure 
investment through a recently issued Presidential Memorandum developed with his Jobs Council 
directing departments and agencies to identify high impact, job-creating infrastructure projects 
that can be expedited in a transparent manner through outstanding review and permitting 
processes. The call for greater infrastructure investment has been joined by leaders from AFL-
CIO and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
 
TIGER V 
 
To review, on April 18, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a $53.4 billion 
transportation appropriations bill that includes $500 million (with $120 million reserved for 
projects in rural communities) for a Tiger V program. Given the history of the TIGER program, 
there is a good chance that this funding will be approved by the full Senate which could occur in 
the  lame duck session.  
 



The House has opposed continuation of the TIGER program but the Senate, as was the case with 
respect to TIGER’s I-III, has been able to prevail to keep the program in the appropriations 
process. 
 
The proposed FY13 $500M in the Senate bill will come as good news to many communities and 
public agencies that have applied for and not received a TIGER grant in the past. The first four 
TIGER programs received nearly 2500 applications requesting more than $100 billion; USDOT 
awarded 214 projects to split the $3.1 billion approved by Congress. 
 
FY13 Appropriations Bill 
 
Congress passed a six-month funding bill that expires on March 27. A full year's funding may be 
approved as part of the fiscal cliff deal, or in early 2013. House and Senate Appropriations 
leaders have reached agreement on several spending bills for the 2013 fiscal year (not public) 
and that they're ready to be combined into a single package if Congress can find the time, and the 
votes. 
 
Federal Grants 
 
The Firm works aggressively to proactively pursue Federal discretionary and non-discretionary 
grant opportunities. In doing so, the Firm has created a sophisticated grant research. The Firm 
monitors grant announcements from all 26 Federal agencies (over 1,000 individual grant 
programs) and provides a nexus between a grant opportunity and a potential project. Once a 
grant opportunity has been identified, the Firm utilizes a proven strategy that allows the client to 
engage several key Washington, D.C. contacts to support a specific grant request. 


