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Highway 65 link to 1-80 
focus of agency meeting 

With the Highway 65 
bypass open, transportation 
planners,are looking at 
improving its connection to 
Interstate 80. 

The Placer County Trans
portation Planning Agency 
will host a community meet
ing on the project at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 15 at the Maidu Com
munity Center, 1550 Maidu 
Drive in Roseville. The 
Highway 65 bypass, divert
ing thousands of cars from 
downtown Lincoln, opened 
in October. 

The interchange improve
ment aims to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve 
safety between Galleria 
Boulevard and Eureka Road. 

-Ed Fletcher 
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Public says bye to Councilman Tom Cosgrove 

Stan Nader becomes new mayor 

By: Patty McAlpin, Reporter 

The city of Lincoln, City Council members and the public bid a fond farewell to Councilman 

Tom Cosgrove during the Dec. 11 council meeting. 

Cosgrove, who served on the council 18 years and was mayor four times, decided not to run 

for re-election this year. 

He was first elected in 1994. 

When Cosgrove began serving on the council, the city was a sixth of the size it is today, 

outgoing Mayor Spencer Short pointed out. Sun City Lincoln Hills, Twelve Bridges and Lincoln 

Crossing had not yet been built. Today, Lincoln's population is 43,572. 

In a presentation during the first part of the Dec. 11 meeting, Short highlighted contributions 

Cosgrove made to the city in the areas of transportation, housing, regional governance, 

business and infrastructure. 

For most of his time on the council, Cosgrove shepherded the Highway 65 Bypass, which 

opened Oct. 7, through environmental and financial hurdles alongside Placer County 

Transportation Planning Agency's executive director Celia McAdam. 

'The bypass was Tom's baby," McAdam said. "We've been to more meetings together. He and I 

would play good cop, bad cop. Most of the time, Tom was the bad cop. When U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and federal Environmental Protection Agency would be unreasonable about 

mitigation, Tom would quote them the rules. He did his homework." 

McAdam said Cosgrove leaves a "lasting legacy" in the area of transit, airport and rail for 

Lincoln and Placer County. 

"I hope he smiles wh_enever he sees the bypass and says, 'That's mine,"' McAdam said. "We owe 

you a debt of gratitude." 

Short said he has worked with Cosgrove as a council member and during his time as city 

treasurer. Short was first elected to the City Council in 2000. He was city treasurer from 1996 

to 2000. 

"I talked to one former City Council member who said he and Tom may not have always agreed 

and they had some serious policy concerns and disagreements, but after the vote was taken, 

they moved forward. 



"Tom has always fought for the best of the community," Short said. "I want to thank him on 
behalf of the city for his service." 

Cosgrove said he was grateful for the opportunity to work together in local and regional areas 

"that benefited the community greatly," specifically the General Plan for Lincoln and the 

Sacramento Region Blueprint for growth while serving on the Sacramento Area Council of 

Governments (SACOG). 

When he became a council member, Cosgrove said, "I thought I had all the answers and then 

learned the complexity of local and regional government. I learned about water, transportation. 

I want to thank Celia for being a great mentor, Mark McKeever of SACOG (executive director) 

and city staff members Mark (Miller), Jim (Estep), the city attorney Uon Hobbs), Pat (Avila) and 

Dia (Gix). All the city staff members were patient, nurturing and helped me gain knowledge." 

On behalf of the city, Short gave Cosgrove a plaque with special photos, the gavel and a 

Lincoln Fire Department patch commemorating his years of service. 

City Clerk Pat Avila told Cosgrove how much she is going to miss his visits to City Hall 

accompanied by his grandchildren during his daily strolls downtown. 

"I'm going to miss ygu and your grandchildren having lunch from my little candy jar," Avila 

said. 

Following the presentation, Avila swore in newly-elected council members Peter Gilbert, Short 

and Paul Joiner and city treasurer Terry Dorsey and administered the oath of office to incoming 

mayor Stan Nader. Short and Joiner ran as incumbents. 

Nader announced that an all-day strategic planning meeting is scheduled Jan. 29 for the City 

Council and staff to set goals and objectives. Although the meeting is primarily for the council 

and staff, there will be time set aside for public comment. 

"One of the reasons I support the strategic planning retreat is based on the recognition that 

some in the community and the press attribute the friction and strife among the council 

members to me," Nader said. "Understanding that perception can be reality. it is my desire as 

your new mayor to s_et a new tone of cooperation and conciliation among the council, starting 

with myself. I am responsible for setting the example I hope to see in others." 
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'S' curve onramp work postponed 
The onramp realignment to 

Highway 65 has been delayed 
until next spring, due to late-fall 
storms and the approaching 
winter season, according to Cal
trans. 

Construction work on the 
freeway entrance, known cur
rently as the "S" curve past Ster
ling Parkway and Lincoln Boule
vard, and installation of a new 
traffic signal should begin next 
spring. 

A new date for construction, 
which will require the ramp's 
closure for about one month, 
will depend on the weather. 

The postponement means 
Lincoln Boulevard, between 
Twelve Bridges Drive and the 
Highway 65 overcrossing, will 
remain closed to throl).gh traffic. 

The planned work is part of 
the $325 million Highway 65 
Lincoln Bypass project, which 
opened to traffic Oct. 7. 

- Staff report COURTESY • CALTRANS 
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Highway 65 onramp closure delayed 
New traffic signal will wait out the weather 

By: Patty McAlpin, Reporter 

A planned closure of the lincoln Boulevard 
onramp to southbound Highway 65 is being 
delayed due to weather and the Thanksgiving 
holiday, according to Caltrans. 

The on ramp was originally scheduled to be closed 
Nov. 20 through jan. 11 due to 
construction, according to Caltrans spokesman 
Gilbert Mohtes-Chan. 

Mohtes-Chan said Caltrans and the contractor 
will reevaluate next week when the closure will 
take place and update the public. 

The road was set to be closed Nov. 20. A 
contractor is scheduled to revamp the freeway 
entrance and install a new traffic signal, 
according to Caltrans. 

The work is part of the $325 million Highway 65 
Lincoln Bypass project., which opened to traffic 
Oct. 7. 

When this latest construction occurs, the "S curve" 
portion of the lincoln Boulevard southbound 
onramp to Highway 65 will be modified to 
become a turn movement, said Celia McAdam, 
executive director of Placer County 
Transportation Planning Agency. 

"The motorist will have a choice to turn southbound on lincoln Boulevard or keep going 
straight to go to Industrial Boulevard," McAdam said. "A park and ride lot will be 
constructed just south of the southbound on ramp onto Highway 65 from Lincoln 
Boulevard." 

McAdam said the park and ride lot fronting Industrial Boulevard will initially have 150 
spaces with the potential for expansion up to 500 spaces. 

Unexpected weather or other events may prolong or cause the work to be rescheduled. 

Work on the second phase of the lincoln Bypass, which started in May, is under way to 
add two lanes in each direction on the Lincoln Bypass from Nelson Lane to .9 miles north 
of Wise Road. That project cost is $23 million. 

McAdam said motolists are driving on what will become the northbound lanes. Caltrans 
is constructing the southbound lanes. When everything is finished, there will be two 
lanes in each direction. 

There is no money currently to extend the bypass to four lanes for the remainder of the 
bypass, which connects back to the existing Highway 65 at Riosa Road in Sheridan. 

"Most of the traffic is south of Wise Road at least for the foreseeable future," McAdam 
said. "When the economy comes back, we'll get the remainder of the bypass done." 


