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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

May 14, 2014 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 

ROLL CALL:   Bonnie Gore  Celia McAdam 
 Tony Hesch  Scott Aaron 
 Jim Holmes  Aaron Hoyt 
 Paul Joiner  Luke McNeel-Caird 
 Keith Nesbitt  David Melko 
 Ron Treabess Solvi Sabol 
 Miguel Ucovich Shirley LeBlanc 
 Kirk Uhler  
 Scott Yuill  

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Ucovich and second by Nesbitt the minutes of the March 26, 2014 PCTPA 
Board meeting were approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Hesch, Holmes, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Yuill   
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: Joiner, Gore, Yuill  
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mary Jo Bittner of the Auburn Interfaith Food Closet asked for bus service in the Locksley Lane 
/ Earhart Avenue area.  She has discussed the issue of the need for transit for clients of Pride, 
Sierra Foothills Aids Foundation, Core and Seniors First who are or will be established in the 
area. 
 
Sandy Basset, President of the Board of the Auburn Faith Food Closet, requested bus service 
along Locksley Lane and Earhart Avenue.  She addressed the dangerous conditions for those 
who walk from Auburn Greens area to Locksley Lane via Highway 49.  She notified the Board 
of survey results where 48 people used public transit to Richardson Drive to utilize services that 
are now being offered in the Locksley Lane area. Only seven were able to get to these services 
now on Locksley through Dial-a-Ride, which not convenient.  Lastly, Basset asked that the 
number of bags allowed on busses be increased. 
 
Eric Hill, Auburn Interfaith Food Closet, stated that the County and City have been less than 
supportive of the Food Closet’s move and providing transit to this area would be an opportunity 
for them to step up and help the population that so drastically needs it.   
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Tink Miller, Placer Independent Resource Services, stated that she serves people with 
disabilities, two-thirds of whom are seniors.  She stated that PIRS is in alignment with those 
views being expressed this morning and is willing to help participate to help come up with a 
solution. 
 
Pamela Galloway, Volunteers of America – Northern California and Northern Nevada stated that 
they own and manage low income senior apartment complexes throughout Placer County and 
approximately fifty percent of their residents in Auburn use public transit.  Galloway said many 
of these seniors haven’t been able to access the Interfaith Food Closet and bus service to this 
location is essential for their well-being.   
 
Martha Gannon, a new resident to Auburn, lives at Valley Oaks. She uses public transportation, 
however she hasn’t been to the food closet because she has no way to get there.  She believes 
public transit to this area would be very be helpful for the entire community. 
 
Jim Holmes closed public comment, noting that both he and Supervisor Montgomery are 
concerned about this important issue and are working with the City of Auburn and with Will 
Garner from the Placer County Public Works Department. He thanked those who commented for 
their participation in this process. 
 
Keith Nesbitt asked how often the bus would run if they were able to reroute it from Auburn 
Greens to Earhart / Locksley Lane.  Will Garner stated that it would probably run hourly. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Joiner, the Consent Calendar was unanimously approved 
as submitted by the following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: CITY OF LINCOLN PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN 
AMENDMENT CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 
David Melko explained that in February, the Commission adopted the ALUCP which 
encompasses Auburn Municipal, Blue Canyon, Lincoln Regional airports.  State law dictates that 
jurisdictions with airports are required to update their general plan to bring them into consistency 
with the ALUCP.  Jurisdictions that do not bring their general plan into consistency within 180 
days would be required to submit all their project applications, to the ALUC for consistency 
determination.  These applications are all subject to a project review fee.   
 
David Melko reported that the City of Lincoln had gone through this general plan update in 
2007, and only minor updates were needed to bring the plan into consistency.  Melko explained 
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that this action is required to have a public hearing, noting how the hearing was publicized, and 
that to date, no comments have been received.  A consistency determination requires a look at 
any direct conflicts with the ALUCP and general plan amendment and that there are mechanisms 
in place to ensure that their general plan will not conflict with the ALUCP.  Based on staff 
analysis of these determining factors, Melko recommend that the City of Lincoln’s general plan 
amendment be found compatible with the ALUCP.  Melko noted that the Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) agreed with this recommendation.  Chair Holmes opened the public hearing. 
No comments were received and the public hearing was closed.   
 
Upon motion by Joiner and second by Treabess, the Commission found that the City of Lincoln’s  
proposed General Plan Amendment was consistent with the Placer County ALUCP. 
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION 
 
CONVENE AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY (CTSA) 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Yuill and second by Joiner, the CTSA Consent Calendar was unanimously 
approved as submitted by the following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ADJOURN AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS PLACER COUNTY PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING AGENCY 
 
FINAL FY 2014/15 OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) AND BUDGET 
Celia McAdam asked the Board to approve final Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget 
(OWP) for FY 2014/15.  She explained that it is not significantly different from the preliminary 
OWP which was brought to the Board in February.  She noted that as is evident by today’s Board 
agenda, PCTPA’s work program includes a wide range of programs and projects and also 
encompasses the roles of other agencies, including the South Placer Regional Transportation 
Authority.  She noted that 61% of PCTPA’s budget is funded by project allocations, grants, and 
other outside sources. This next year’s work program continues the funding strategy element - a 
focused effort to find ways to fund transportation projects.  The staffing level remains the same 
and the budget balances.  
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Miguel Ucovich asked about the cash flow reserve included in Work Element 80, Freeway 
Service Patrol.  McAdam explained that the state funding doesn’t follow the same schedule as 
our budget year and the cash flow reserve allows us to cover program costs in the interim.  Costs 
as noted under ‘PCTPA’ are staff costs needed to administer the program. 
 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Ucovich, the Final FY 2014/15 Overall Work Program 
(OWP) and Budget was unanimously approved by the following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
I-80 AUXILIARY LANES PROJECT CONTRACT AWARD 
Luke McNeel-Caird stated that we released a Request for Proposals (RFP) on the environmental 
phase of the I-80 Auxiliary Lanes Project.  This includes two auxiliary lanes – one on I-80 
eastbound between SR 65 and Rocklin Road and the other on I-80 westbound between Douglas 
Boulevard and Riverside Avenue.  The end product will provide state and federal environmental 
clearance and Caltrans’ approval for the overall project.  McNeel-Caird explained that nine 
consultant proposals were received, three of which were selected to be reviewed and evaluated 
by staff from the City of Rocklin, City of Roseville and PCTPA. They selected Dokken 
Engineering as the recommended contractor, so staff is now asking the Board for authorization to 
negotiate and sign a contract with Dokken Engineering.   
 
In response to Keith Nesbitt’s inquiry on the project budget, McNeel-Caird explained it was 
$820,000 with the proposing contractor coming in slightly less than $700,000.  Miguel Ucovich 
questioned if there was room on I-80 westbound between Douglas and Riverside to add a lane as 
there is wall there.  Working with the consultant on the I-80/SR 65 Interchange project, Celia 
McAdam said it was determined that an auxiliary lane was feasible within the existing right-of-
way, with the probability of having to move the existing sound wall.  Bonnie Gore asked when 
the project would be complete.  McAdam explained that there was some savings from the 
bottleneck project which should get us through project analysis, environmental and design, 
however there is not enough to construct both projects.  McAdam said we are planning to submit 
the project under 2016 Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) with the 
outlook that these ‘shelf-ready’ projects are looked upon favorably.  Luke McNeel-Caird said we 
anticipate the environmental process to be done 2016, with design completed in 2017, and 
assuming construction funding comes together, the project would be open to the public in 2019.   
 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Ucovich, the Board authorized the Executive Director to 
negotiate and sign a consultant contract with Dokken Engineering for services to complete the I-
80 Auxiliary Lanes Project Approval and Environmental Document (PA&ED) services by the 
following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
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I-80 AND SR 65 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS SEQUENCING STUDY 
Luke McNeel-Caird reported that PCTPA applied for and was awarded a Caltrans transportation 
Planning Partnership grant to help guide sequencing of the phases of the various projects being 
planned for construction in the I-80 and SR 65 corridors. McNeel-Caird noted that large projects, 
like the I-80 Bottleneck and Lincoln Bypass, are often done in phases.  With this next set of 
regional transportation projects, we are looking at how best to phase them in a manner in which 
reduces congestion and enhances safety within the study area of I-80 from the Placer/Sacramento 
County line to Sierra College Boulevard and on SR 65 from I-80 to Ferrari Ranch Road.  
Partners include FHWA, City of Lincoln Caltrans, Town of Loomis, City of Rocklin, City of 
Roseville and Placer County with the final study report being approved by the PCTPA Board.  
Proposals are due May 15, 2014, with an evaluation committee consisting of staff from City of 
Roseville, PCTPA, and Caltrans.   
 
Keith Nesbitt asked about the grant amount, to which McNeel-Caird replied was $150,000 with 
match funds at $50,000.  Celia McAdam noted that, due to the timing of the Board meeting, we 
are asking the Board for authorization to negotiate and sign a contract prior to receiving the 
proposals, so that we could forward as quickly as possible. 
 
With a motion by Nesbitt and second by Joiner, the Board authorized the Executive Director to 
negotiate and sign a consultant contract within the budget as set forth in the approved FY 
2014/15 Final Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget for the I-80 and SR 65 Transportation 
Improvements Sequencing Study by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
MAY IS BIKE MONTH DECLARATION 
Scott Aaron explained that PCTPA works with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG) on various efforts including those that promote alternative transportation in the region.  
One of these efforts is the annual May is Bike Month campaign, which highlights bicycling as an 
alternative transportation mode and is designed to encourage bicycling in the region and elevate 
awareness about the positive effects that this mode of transportation has on traffic congestion and 
air quality.  Aaron noted that the goal of the campaign is to log two million miles region-wide on 
the www.mayisbikemonth.com website.  Last year, at 1.7 million miles logged, the region fell 
short of its goal, however of notable significance, of the 1,100 residents of Placer County that 
contributed to this total, Auburn accounted for miles ridden per capita of any city in the region.  
The 600,000 miles that were ridden to work last year accounted for six million pounds of CO2 
that would have been emitted had these commuters been driving to work.  PCTPA has attended 
various events throughout the Placer County promoting May is Bike Month.   
 
With a motion by Nesbitt and second by Ucovich, the Board unanimously adopted Resolution 
#14-20 declaring May 2014 as Placer County’s May Is Bike Month by the following roll call 
vote: 
 
 



  Page 6 

 

AYES:   Gore, Hesch, Holmes, Joiner, Nesbitt, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler, Yuill  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
SR 65 WIDENING PROJECT – PRELIMINARY CONCEPTS 
Luke McNeel-Caird explained that we are currently moving forward with the environmental 
phase of widening SR 65 between Galleria Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard.  McNeel-Caird 
provided a PowerPoint presentation included slides of segments of SR 65 during various points 
throughout the day and the traffic congestion that occurs along various segments.  Notably on I-
80 eastbound, McNeel-Caird explained, traffic backs up from SR 65 to Eureka Road 
approximately one mile.  In six years it’s anticipated that traffic will back up three miles.  Project 
partners that include the cities of Lincoln, Rocklin Roseville, and the County of Placer with a 
consultant team led by Matt Brogan of Mark Thomas & Company are looking for alternatives to 
alleviate the traffic congestion on SR 65.  Brogan then provided an overview of the development 
of the corridor’s improvements to date and explained that their job is to review options to 
alleviate the mainline congestion, with the goal of increasing mobility, improving safety, 
economic development and delivering a shelf ready project.    
 
Brogan presented the five different concepts being identified along this corridor and the different 
segments being studied along SR 65.  These concepts include 1) mixed flow lane, 2) high 
occupancy vehicle (HOV), 3) hybrid concept, 4) modified concept, and 5) no build.  Brogan said 
that these concepts will eventually be paired down to two build concepts and a no build 
alternative within the next couple of months.  Two public meetings are scheduled for the summer 
of 2014 and in 2015 with the environmental analysis to be completed by April 2016.  Scott Yuill 
noted that the Whitney Ranch Interchange, which is scheduled to start construction next month, 
it essentially Phase I of the much needed road into the Whitney Ranch area of Rocklin and 
thanked PCTPA for the effort put forth on this project. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Celia McAdam reported on the following items: 1) we received a $15,000 grant from the Local 
Community Benefit Committee for the Freeway Service Patrol program; 2) PCTPA’s long term 
liability for post-retirement medical will be paid off in 2016 and which means we will then have 
no unfunded liability; 3) we are working on refinancing the bonds for Nevada Station with initial 
estimates showing a savings of 15% or $30,000 per year, pointing out that the refinancing will 
not increase the term length of our bonds; 4) with regard to the Crispin Cider issue, thanks to the 
hard work from the City of Colfax and the State, we were able to attract over one million dollars 
from Caltrans to make improvements along the state right-of-way.  Local interests including 
Crispin Cider are contributing toward this effort and the project is expected to go to construction 
at the end of next fiscal year; 5) the Whitney Ranch Interchange is moving forward with 
Caltrans’ issues all resolved.  Notwithstanding a procedural hold-up with the Army Corp of 
Engineers, we are working with the City of Rocklin on moving forward with a groundbreaking 
event; and 6) we are working on a ribbon cutting event for the Phase 2A of the Lincoln Bypass 
with a targeted date of June 20.  
 
Celia McAdam polled the Board on moving the June 25 PCTPA and SPRTA Board meetings so 
that it does not conflict with an unrelated county ribbon cutting event.  Nesbitt stated that moving 
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it up a week to June 18 would work, with the other Board members agreeable to this date.  
McAdam said we would poll other Board members and ensure the Board of Supervisors 
Chambers are available. 
 
DIRECTION TO STAFF 
Miguel Ucovich asked if there was magnetic signs on the Freeway Service Patrol tow trucks.  
Celia McAdam said there is signage on these trucks and that we would email pictures of them to 
him.   
 
Keith Nesbitt asked if we have reached out to any of the partners with respect to the Locksley 
Lane / Earhart Avenue transit issue.  David Melko explained that at this point we have primarily 
worked with Placer County Transit, and will seek partnership opportunities to help address the 
issue, including those with Pride Industries. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Jim Holmes, Chair 
Executive Director 
 


