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PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
MINUTES 

March 26, 2014 
 
The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency met on Wednesday, March 26, 2014 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California. 
 

ROLL CALL:   Jim Holmes Celia McAdam 
 Stan Nader Scott Aaron 
 Keith Nesbitt Aaron Hoyt 
 Susan Rohan Luke McNeel-Caird 
 Diana Ruslin David Melko 
 Ron Treabess Solvi Sabol 
 Miguel Ucovich Shirley LeBlanc 
 Kirk Uhler  

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Ruslin, the minutes of the February 26, 2014 PCTPA 
Board meeting were approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Holmes, Nesbitt, Rohan, Ruslin, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler   
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
None 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Ucovich and second by Rohan the Consent Calendar was unanimously 
approved as submitted by the following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Holmes, Nesbitt, Rohan, Ruslin, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ADJOURN AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
CONVENE AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY  
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
Upon motion by Ucovich and second by Rohan the Consent Calendar was unanimously 
approved as submitted by the following vote roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Holmes, Nesbitt, Rohan, Ruslin, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler  
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ADJOURN AS WESTERN PLACER CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES AGENCY 
 
CONVENCE AS PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 
 
PRESENTATION: I-80 VERTICAL CLEARANCE PROJECT 
Celia McAdam introduced Rochelle Jenkins from Caltrans District 3 Public Information Office.  
Jenkins explained that Caltrans would be starting construction on the I-80 Vertical Clearance 
project that will raise nine highway overcrossings in Placer County.  These structures do not 
currently meet Federal standards for vertical clearance of 16’ 6”, which means large trucks must 
divert to local roads to avoid these undersized structures.  Six of these overcrossings will be 
jacked up to meet clearance, three will be dug below.   
 
Jenkins noted that work on the Horseshoe Bar overcrossing will have the most economic impact 
and that she is reaching out to local businesses and Loomis Town Council to inform them of the 
project details.  In all cases, Caltrans is working with first responders so that response times are 
not impacted by the construction process.  Jenkins added that the contractor had not yet provided 
Caltrans with a final schedule, but that the Magra overcrossing would be first bridge to undergo 
construction, with an estimated start date of late May/early June.  She stated that detours would 
be provided for all closures, and that information and updates on this on this project will be 
posted on the Raise80.com website.   
 
In response to questions by Keith Nesbitt, Caltrans North Region Construction Safety 
Coordinator Ed Yarbrough stated they were raising the bridges to the minimum federal 
clearance, some of which was up to 20” and would meet all seismic standards. Ron Treabess 
asked about the construction duration, to which Jenkins responded that each structure will take 
17 to 22 days.  Stan Nader asked about the timeframe of the work, and Jenkins stated that the 
project is estimated to end in the fall of next year.   
 
Miguel Ucovich complemented Jenkins about the outreach efforts, and asked if the Horseshoe 
Bar overcrossing would occur while school is in session.  Sam Vandell, Caltrans Resident 
Engineer, stated that the contractor has not provided a final schedule, so they do not know.  In 
response to a question by Diana Ruslin asked about the impact of detours on Taylor Road/Pacific 
Street, Jenkins stated that the detours would not run further south than Sierra College Blvd.  Carl 
Berexa, Caltrans Area Construction Engineer, responded to Ron Treabess’ inquiry about impacts 
to pavement on local roads, to which Celia McAdam added that keeping oversized vehicles on I-
80 will be a long term benefit to local road conditions.     
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FY 2013/14 OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) AND BUDGET – AMENDMENT #3 
Celia McAdam explained that this is the third and final amendment of the current year’s Overall 
Work Program (OWP) and budget.  McAdam noted that the budget balances. She explained that 
this amendment highlights the redistribution of rural planning assistance dollars, an update of 
hours and expenditures of the Airport Land Use Comprehensive Plan, adds the funding for the 
cost, scope and schedule for the I-80 / Canyon Way Crispin Cider Works analysis, and a pass-
through of funds at the request of Caltrans and the California Association Councils of 
Governments (CALCOG). 
 
Upon motion by Nesbitt and second by Rohan, the FY 2013/14 Overall Work Program – 
Amendment #3 was unanimously approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Holmes, Nader, Nesbitt, Rohan, Ruslin, Treabess, Ucovich, Uhler   
NOES:   None     
ABSTAIN: None 
 
TEMPORARY TERMINATION OF I-80 EASTBOUND CARPOOL LANE IN SOUTH 
PLACER COUNTY 
Celia McAdam explained that this item is a follow up to the Board’s request to look at the 
possibility of temporarily changing the I-80 eastbound carpool lane designation to mixed flow at 
Eureka Road as a way to reduce weaving movements and backups at the I-80/SR 65 Interchange.  
She noted that while the interchange improvement project is moving forward, completion project 
will take years in part due to funding constraints.  McAdam summarized Caltrans’ response to 
our request, which states that they conferred with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
and their analysis showed that there would not be a difference in traffic congestion. 
 
McAdam noted that our Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) members were puzzled by the 
results and asked for more information.  Caltrans had based their analysis on modeling data 
provided by Fehr and Peers.  Subsequent inquiry uncovered that Fehr & Peers had only provided 
a cursory look, not a formal study.  McAdam stated, at the request of the TAC, we are working 
with Fehr and Peers in providing a more in-depth analysis so we have a more complete 
understanding of the technical data.   
 
McAdam introduced Jim Calkins, Caltrans District 3 Operations chief.  In response to inquiry by 
Kirk Uhler about their reluctance to proceed, Calkins stated that Caltrans would need to have 
some basis that the lane configuration change would work prior to implementation, but agreed to 
work with us in exploring this idea.  Calkins noted that it is not just Caltrans and FHWA that 
would have to agree, and that the California Air Resources Board plays a very active role as air 
quality drives the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes.  Other key players in this are 
environmental agencies and SACOG who have a vested interest in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  Uhler suggested that if we try this approach and it works, there would be better 
traffic movement, a reduction in emissions, and improved safety.  McAdam agreed that an air 
quality analysis would be necessary while noting that there was a consensus that this issue be 
explored further.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Jim Holmes opened the report by stating that he and Celia McAdam went to Washington, D.C. 
the week prior to meet with Federal representatives.  He complemented Sante and Michael 
Esposito, PCTPA’s federal advocates, on their vast knowledge of government and value of 
having them in the meetings.  Celia McAdam provided some highlights of the trip, noting that 
some meetings were focused on advocating for our projects, while others focused on 
encouraging the passage of the Federal transportation bill reauthorization before Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) and Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) 
funds for jurisdictions runs out.  She explained a five to six year extension is being looked at, 
with a draft expected in April.  The big unknown, McAdam noted, is where the money is going 
to come from – this unanswered question could potentially result in continuing resolutions until 
after the November elections.  Other meetings included validating our choice not to compete in 
the TIGER program, as our current projects would not have been funded.  Another program that 
proved much more encouraging, McAdam pointed out, was the Transportation Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA).  It is a loan program that allows you to pledge local dollars 
and in turn funds are loaned at a very low rate, which could be helpful in moving projects 
forward quickly if we are able to develop a local funding stream.  McAdam summarized that 
while it was a quick trip, it proved to be worthwhile and cost effective as compared to prior 
advocacy trips. 
 
Celia McAdam updated the Board on the I-80 Crispin Cider issue noting that there was a 
meeting with Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz).  They 
discussed the funding that was needed to make the necessary interchange improvements for the 
large trucks that serve Crispin Cider so they would not be cited by the California Highway Patrol 
(CHP).  Discussions with GO-Biz, Caltrans, and the City of Colfax are moving forward in 
pursuit of a solution to this issue. 
 
Lastly, Celia McAdam mentioned that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) is 
having a town hall meeting in South Lake Tahoe on April 7 and 8.  This two day event includes a 
series of presentations on Tahoe issues, with McAdam discussing why there is not rail service to 
Truckee.   
 
DIRECTION TO STAFF 
None. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:02 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Celia McAdam     Jim Holmes, Chair 
Executive Director 
 


