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TO: PCTPA Board of Directors DATE:  April 30, 2014
  
FROM: Luke McNeel-Caird, Senior Planner/Engineer  
  
SUBJECT: I-80 AND SR 65 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS 

SEQUENCING STUDY 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Authorize the Executive Director to negotiate and sign a consultant contract for the I-80 and SR 
65 Transportation Improvements Sequencing Study. 
 
BACKGROUND 
PCTPA, along with our partners at Caltrans, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
local agencies, have been proactive in building transportation infrastructure to support Placer 
County existing residents, businesses, and visitors, and planned future growth. Key recent 
projects include the six-mile I-80 Bottleneck freeway improvements in Roseville opened in 2011 
and the 11.7 mile SR 65 Lincoln Bypass which opened to the traveling public in 2012. 
 
In spite of our successes in infrastructure improvements, further transportation improvements are 
needed to accommodate existing and future growth.  Those project needs include the I-80/SR 65 
Interchange Improvements, SR 65 Widening, I-80 Auxiliary Lanes, and others.  With all of these 
projects in the works, and severe limits on funding availability, it is certain these projects will be 
phased, and it is critical that this be done in a careful and strategic way.   
 
It is for this purpose that PCTPA applied for and was awarded a Caltrans Transportation 
Partnership Planning Grant for the I-80 and SR 65 Transportation Improvements Sequencing 
Study.   The study will determine when phases of transportation infrastructure projects should be 
constructed to improve safety and relieve existing congestion using limited funding, with the 
final report adopted by the PCTPA Board.   
 
The project study area includes I-80 from the Placer/Sacramento County Line to Sierra College 
Boulevard, and SR 65 from I-80 to Ferrari Ranch Road. The study will focus on state and locally 
funded projects that are planned to be constructed in the next ten years. Study participation will 
include Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Caltrans, PCTPA, City of Lincoln, Town of 
Loomis, City of Rocklin, City of Roseville, and County of Placer. 
 
DISCUSSION 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was mailed to qualified firms on April 16, 2014, with proposals 
due by May 15, 2014.  These will be reviewed by an evaluation committee consisting of 
representatives from SPRTA, PCTPA, and Caltrans.  Because of the short timeframes and 
relatively modest dollar amount involved, staff is requesting Board authorization to negotiate and 
sign a consultant contract with the first place team. If a contract cannot be successfully 
completed with the first place team, staff would then begin negotiations with the second-ranked 
team. 


