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CHAPTER 9 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS   
FAST-ACT requires that the RTP include an environmental mitigation program that links 
transportation planning to the environment. This chapter represents an overview of the 
environmental review process in connection with the preparation of the 2040 RTP including 
the potential environmental impacts and projected greenhouse gas emissions.  

In accordance with CEQA, PCTPA prepared a Programmatic Environmental Impact Report 
as a separate document (SCH# 2019060004). 

9.1 CEQA Review 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

To meet the requirements of CEQA and decision-making processes, state, regional, and local 
planning processes typically prepare an informational document known as an environmental 
impact report (EIR). An EIR can be used to provide a general environmental assessment of an 
overall program, such as the RTP, which would be subsequently implemented through a series 
of later actions or projects. This type of EIR is known as a Program EIR. Each of the later 
actions or projects would be required to comply with CEQA through appropriate 
environmental documentation that would “tier” off of the Program EIR. 

Notice of Preparation  

The PCTPA circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an EIR and an Initial Study on June 
6, 2019 to trustee and responsible agencies, the State Clearinghouse (SCH# 2019060004), and 
the public. A scoping meeting was held on June 26th, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the City of Auburn. 
The purpose of scoping meetings for the EIR was to collect public input on issues that the EIR 
should analyze. No comments were received at the meeting, but written correspondence from 
two agencies was received during the comment period and incorporated into the EIR.  

Project Level Environmental Review of RTP Projects 

The 2040 RTP is a long range planning and policy document that identifies both short and 
long term transportation needs and funding priorities for Placer County. The RTP is 
implemented through subsequent actions, or specific projects and programs, by local 
jurisdictions, transportation agencies and Caltrans.  
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The environmental analysis on the RTP concentrates on the long-term environmental 
countywide impacts of plan components. This environmental analysis provides the basis for 
further project level CEQA (and NEPA) compliance for implementation of specific projects 
and programs. Before commencing with any specific project or program, an environmental 
review by the lead agency responsible for implementing the project would be required under 
CEQA. Under certain circumstances some projects may also be subject to environmental 
evaluation under NEPA when federal monies are involved in funding the project. It is 
anticipated that the RTP EIR will assist PCTPA’s member jurisdictions, transportation 
agencies, and Caltrans in future project specific environmental reviews through “tiering” once 
precise project scopes, designs, and locations are more clearly defined. Furthermore, the 
SACOG MTP/SCS EIR can also provide “tiering” for projects and land use developments in 
high frequency transit areas.  

Mitigation Strategies  

The 2040 RTP also acts as a “self-mitigating” plan in certain impact areas, in that its policies 
and strategies lead to improved outcomes for air quality, active transportation, improved 
accessibility, congestion, and other indicators. However, the implementation of the projects 
contained in the plan may lead to environmental impacts when compared to existing 
conditions. As a result, the 2040 RTP EIR identifies mitigation measures designed to offset 
potentially significant impacts at the program level for the following topical areas:  
 
 Aesthetics   Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change
 Agricultural Resources  Land Use and Population 
 Air Quality and Climate Change  Transportation and Circulation 
 Cultural Resources  

 
The Notice of Preparation / Initial Study evaluated the following topical areas: 
 
 Biological Resources  Hydrology and Water Quality 
 Geology and Mineral Resources  Noise
 Hazards and Hazardous Materials  Utilities, Public Services and recreation

 
The NOP/IS concluded that these factors would either present a less than significant impact or 
through mitigation could be mitigated to a less than significant level. The mitigation  
measures identified in both documents are intended to protect the environment, natural and 
cultural resources, and improve the linkage between transportation and environmental 
planning and are identified in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program of the 
programmatic environmental impact report.  
 
The 2040 RTP EIR provides a list of mitigation measures that would reduce environmental 
impacts and is included in Appendix J.  
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9.2 Air Quality Documentation 
An air quality assessment is required for RTPs prepared by MPOs in nonattainment and 
maintenance areas.  As described earlier (see Chapter 7), SACOG acts as the MPO for those 
portions of Placer County excluding Lake Tahoe and within the Federal Ozone Non-
attainment Area.  The PCTPA submits its RTP for inclusion into the SACOG Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan. 
 
For air quality conformance, the PCTPA coordinates planning as follows: 

 For federal air quality programs, SACOG is the lead agency.   

 For state air quality programs, the county falls within the jurisdiction of the Placer 
County Air Pollution Control District (APCD).   

 For monitoring purposes, portions of Placer County are within the boundaries of three 
Air Basins: the Sacramento Valley Air Basin, the Mountain Counties Air Basin, and 
the Lake Tahoe Air Basin. 

FEDERAL NONATTAINMENT AND MAINTENANCE AREAS 

The PCTPA jurisdiction and the RTP planning area covers Placer County exclusive of the 
Lake Tahoe Air Basin.  Thus, the RTP planning area includes the Mountain Counties Air 
Basin and the Sacramento Valley Air Basin.  These Air Basins are in nonattainment as 
follows: 

 severe nonattainment (federal standard) and nonattainment (state standard) for ozone; 

 nonattainment (federal standard) for PM2.5; and 

 nonattainment (state standard) for PM10. 

 

See Chapter 7 for a more detailed discussion of air quality attainment status. 

Conformance to the State Implementation Plan (SIP)  

Because of the nonattainment status within its planning area, the Placer County RTP must 
indicate how the plan will conform to the SIP (State Implementation Plan), which is required 
by the federal Clean Air Act.     

 
Chapter 7 of the 2040 RTP documents “air quality conformance.”  It discusses the 
environmental and regulatory setting for air quality in the planning area, including local and 
regional plans and programs and conformance standards.  As described in Chapter 7, it is 
SACOG’s responsibility to make the air quality conformity determination for the region, and 
to ensure that the RTP conforms to the SIP.  Accordingly, it is SACOG’s role to coordinate 
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with the regional Air Pollution Control District and the California Air Resources Board 
(ARB) to ensure conformity with the SIP. 
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