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Placer County is a dynamic place, but our 
long-term economic vitality and quality of 
life depends on a transportation system that 
can keep up with our needs and get people 
where they need to go. 

A TDM is a computer-based 

model that employs land use and 

travel patterns to predict which 

transportation improvements are 

most needed, and where. Because 

Placer County is ever-changing, we 

need to make sure our forecasting 

keeps up with the continued 

economic growth, which is why we 

are updating the model. The last 

model update occurred in 2014.

Updating a TDM takes about 

a year, but once complete, it 

provides plenty of data-based 

insight into where road and transit 

improvements are needed most, 

therefore easing congestion and 

more efficiently getting people 

where they need to go.

That’s what a Travel 
Demand Model (TDM) 
tells us.

How do we know which transportation 
improvements we’ll need to handle people’s travel 
needs now and in the future?  

Which combination of projects will get the 
most bang for the buck, how much will those 
improvements cost, and how do we pay for them?  
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A TDM is Essential 
to Funding & 
Budgeting

The South Placer Regional 
Transportation Authority 
(SPRTA) was formed as a 
Joint Powers Authority 
in 2002 to implement 
this regional fee program 
on development within 
the 10 zone areas in the 
Cities of Lincoln, Rocklin, 
and Roseville and Placer 
County.

SPRTA contracts with PCTPA 
to provide staffing.

In November 2020, the project team—consisting of members from each member agency, 
SPRTA (PCTPA) staff, and the consultant team— began developing the new TDM to help both 
SPRTA and PCTPA make informed transportation planning decisions over the next 5 years. 
The project team presented their first update to the SPRTA Board on January 27th. A virtual 
stakeholder meeting is being planned for February 17 from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm. Register 
online at: bit.ly/SPRTAModelMeeting (The link is case sensitive). 

This project is funded by the South Placer Regional Transportation Authority (SPRTA). SPRTA 
contributes funding to many projects in Placer County, such as the I-80/SR-65 Interchange and 
the Placer Parkway project.

How Impact Fees are Determined

In addition to its usefulness 

for transportation planning, a 

TDM is essential when it comes 

to funding and budgeting 

for transportation projects. 

Accurate forecasting gives 

Placer County an edge when 

competing for state and federal 

funding. In addition, California 

state law requires TDMs to 

demonstrate the basis for 

charging transportation impact 

fees on land development, 

to make sure that developers 

pay their fair share to improve 

the roads, transit, and public 

facilities that they will be 

impacting. The TDM will help 

to estimate who is responsible 

for costs associated with the 

needed improvements, what 

local land developers can be 

charged via impact fee, and 

what percentage of funding still 

needs to be acquired by other 

means, such as grant funding or 

a local transportation sales tax.

10 SPRTA Fee Zones
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To learn more about SPRTA and the Regional Impact Fee update: 
bit.ly/SPRTAFeeProgram

How Impact Fees are Determined

Step  1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Start with 
total

 cost of 
traffic 

improvement

Based off this 
info, assign a 
percentage 
of the total 
cost to each 

of the 10 
SPRTA Zones

Cost within
each zone is 

divided based 
upon proposed 

land use of 
each development

& the potential
 impacts

Fair share 
impact fee 

for new 
developments 

is calculated

Use TDF model
 to determine 

where the 
impacts* are 
coming from

* trips creating the 
need for the 
improvement

http://bit.ly/SPRTAModelMeeting
http://bit.ly/SPRTAFeeProgram



